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DRC : a Pygmy boy has been killed in Kahuzi-
Biega National Park 

 
Bukavu, 31 August 2017 

 
A young Pygmy boy, aged just 16, has been killed in a national park in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. Christian Mbone Nakulire was shot dead at the Kahuzi Biega 

National Park (PNKB) by trackers from the Congolese Institute of Nature 

Conservation (ICCN) in the province of South Kivu in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. 

 

On the morning of Saturday, August 26, at around 9am, Munganga Nakulire, 

accompanied by his son, the late Christian Mbone Makulire, went into the national 

park to gather medicinal plants, as Christian was suffering from diarrhoea.  

Munganga Nakulire explained that when he and his son arrived at Bahaya hill, in the 

park, they crossed the path of four trackers, and one opened fire on him. Although 

seriously injured in his right arm, he was able to escape and, bleeding heavily, get back 

to his village, leaving his son behind, who was shot dead by the trackers in cold 

blood. 

Tension escalated following the death, with a sit in by Pygmies in Civanga on Monday 

(28th), despite Christian’s funeral, yesterday (30th). 

Le Centre d’accompagnement des autochtones pygmées et minoritaires vulnérables 

(The Indigenous Peoples and Vulnerable Minority Indigenous Peoples’ Centre) 

(CAMV) and Forest Peoples Programme (FPP), who work with the communities, 

utterley condemn the vile act, and call for an investigation into the case. 



Ntavuna, a Pygmy native and head of the Buyungule village, in the Miti group in 

Kabare, said : «We have never killed a gorilla, let alone an eco-guard or a tourist, so 

why are we killed in this way ? » 

CAMV and FPP call on the ICCN and the government to respect previous 

commitments made. 

As part of the Whakatane process
i
, CAMV and FPP hosted a dialogue between the 

Pygmies, the local government, the ICCN and the PNKB. The first meeting, in October 

2014, saw the development of a road map, which was then signed. It proposed short 

and long-term recommendations to meet the needs of the indigenous peoples who 

had lived on the land, as well as the obligations of all parties. This included respect for 

the rights of indigenous peoples and the preservation of biodiversity of indigenous 

peoples. 

The park is one of five World Heritage sites in the country and is, at this stage, 

according  to the General Plan of Management 2009-2019 of the PNKB, the pioneer 

of the community conservation approach in the country.  

This murder would not have taken place if the land rights of the Pygmy indigenous 

people, the Batwa, had been properly recognised and secured by the authorities. Had 

the Whakatane roadmap been implemented, the Batwa would have lived in the three 

pilot areas identified in the KBNP, and their search for medicinal plants would not 

have been considered a crime, but would have been recognised as a practice of their 

ecological knowledge on their customary lands. 

CAMV and FPP urge all partners, including the Government of the DRC, to respect 

Article 51
ii
 of the Constitution of 18 February 2006, as set out in the Convention on 

the Protection of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Conservation of the 

Environment. Amended by the Act, No 11/002 of 20 January 2011
iii
, revising certain 

constitutional provisions in the DRC and Articles 5 and 7 of the 2007 United Nations 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)
iv
.  
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i The "Whakatane Evaluations" required by IUCN in accordance with the Durban Agreement and Action Plan 

and Resolution 4052 constitute one of the components of the IUCN New Conservation Community Paradigm. 

The objective of the Whakatane process is to assess the situation in different protected areas of the world and, 

where people are adversely affected, to propose solutions and have them implemented. 

 
ii Article 51: “The State has the duty to ensure and promote the peaceful and harmonious coexistence of all ethnic 

groups in the country. It also ensures the protection and promotion of vulnerable groups and all minorities. He 

ensures their fulfillment.” 

 
iii In the DRC, a proposal for an organic law on fundamental principles relating to the rights of indigenous pygmy 

peoples has been tabled since 30 July 2014 in the office of the President of the National Assembly. Following 

the political crisis resulting from the inorganization of the general elections in December 2016, there is nothing 

to suggest that this bill will be debated during the current plenary session in the National Assembly. 

 
iv Article 5 of the UNDRIP stipulates that "Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their 

distinct political, legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, while retaining the right, if they so choose, to 

participate fully in the political, economic, social and cultural life of the State "and Article 7:" 1. Indigenous 

peoples have the right to life, physical and mental integrity, liberty and security of the person. 2. Indigenous 

peoples have the collective right to live in freedom, peace and security as separate peoples and are not subject to 

any act of genocide or other acts of violence, Forced transfer of Aboriginal children from one group to another. " 


