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BRIEFING FOR MEDIA – CAMEROON  
Securing Indigenous Peoples’ Rights in Conservation:  
Reviewing and Promoting Progress in Cameroon 
 

 
“If I do not go into the forest, I do not eat”,  

an old Baka from a village lying between two national parks 
 

Key Findings 
 
Little progress has been made in Cameroon to secure forest communities’ rights.  
With a few notable exceptions, conservation organisations, donors and the 
Government have done almost nothing to implement their international 
commitments to protect indigenous peoples’ rights in their conservation projects.  
Most of the new international standards to which they have signed up remain 
unknown at the local level. 
 

 In addition to being impeded by a persistent lack of information and support, 
government officials at the local level are also constrained by outdated laws 
which contradict the Government’s international commitments. 

 There is a tendency by Government, conservation agencies and donors to 
organise workshops and conferences without any follow-up.  Initiatives that 
conservation organisations claim target communities are having little real 
impact. Most remain unknown to communities, the main beneficiaries. 

 There are some positive examples of progress since 2003, but almost all have 
been delivered by civil society organisations working with selected 
conservation NGOs rather than by the Government. 

 
 
Implementation of the 2003 Durban Action Plan and CBD Programme 
of Work on Protected Areas 
 

 Participation in Management: The centralised nature of Government 
management of natural resources has not changed since 2003.  Indigenous 
peoples are little involved in the management of national parks, logging 
concessions or safari areas. 

 Traditional Knowledge: The creation of protected areas has done nothing 
to protect the rights of indigenous people to their traditional knowledge.  
Under law entry to protected areas is forbidden to all and this has taken 
precedence over measures to protect customary use of biological resources.  
Indigenous peoples are prevented from carrying out traditional activities, 
representing a serious threat to the survival of their way of life. 

 Access and Benefit Sharing: The Government has done very little to share 
the benefits of protected areas with communities.  Forest authorities 
recognise that benefit sharing still needs to be addressed.  The Baka are 
increasingly informed about these issues and have recently questioned WWF 
Yokadouma about the benefits arising from the ‘Jengi Project’, the target of 
substantial funding. 

 Transfrontier Protected Areas: The Sangha Trinational protected area 
was formally established at Durban, grouping protected areas in Cameroon, 
CAR and Republic of Congo.  Considerable financial support has been raised.  
All will go to conservation, with indigenous peoples excluded entirely.   
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 Decisions about how to reach communities to help is left up to conservation 
agencies without significant community input. 

 Lack of dissemination of information: Civil servants are unaware of the 
Durban Accord, as are local and indigenous peoples.  There is the need for 
rapid diffusion of lessons and guidelines deriving from science, traditional 
knowledge and field practice. 

 
 
Key Players 
 

 Conservation organisations: Relationships between most conservation 
organisations and indigenous peoples have not changed much since 2003.  
Most conservation organisations, despite the language of the Durban Accord, 
focus on the preservation of wildlife.  A ferocious attack against poaching 
since 2003 has had a serious impact on local people. Baka and Bagyeli 
indigenous peoples regularly hide or avoid cars belonging to conservation 
organisations when they arrive in their communities, fearing government eco-
guards are coming to search or arrest them. On the ground the IUCN has not 
helped to bridge the gap between communities and conservation. 

 Funders: The United Nations Development Fund, World Bank and Global 
Environment Facility have financed the fight against loss of biodiversity, 
climate change and water degradation.  However funding for social issues has 
not been forthcoming.  Conservation organisations in Cameroon focus on 
wildlife, not indigenous peoples.   

 
 
What can be achieved 
 

 A participatory project, supported by Forest Peoples Programme, is working 
in collaboration with WWF to help indigenous Baka defend their rights and 
document their ancestral lands, and participate directly in forest planning.  As 
a result conservation efforts will also be supported.  The maps FPP and WWF 
are supporting communities to create will form the basis of negotiations with 
Government authorities that manage the national parks and will identify the 
traditional cultural practices compatible with conservation.  Ultimately the 
customary rights of Baka in and around Boumba Bek and Nki national parks 
will be protected in written management plans approved by the Government. 

 
 
Key Recommendations 
 

 Conservation organisations should focus on applying the guidelines – agreed 
at the international level – on the ground.  

 Conservation organisations should open substantive dialogues with 
communities.  Indigenous peoples need to understand what conservationists 
are trying to achieve and why.  It is vital that trust is established.  

 Local government agencies need to ensure that they are informed about 
international standards, as should the local staff of conservation projects.  The 
IUCN must support this.  Without this flow of information the standards 
simply cannot be applied. 

 The test of success will be represented by progress on the ground, not by the 
number of papers produced.  The Conservation movement must move beyond 
just talking. 

 


