
Appeal to the Honorable Chairman of Rajyasabha 
 

Shri Hamid Ansari 
Honorable Chairman of Rajyasabha 
Parliament of India 

 

Copy: Tribal Minister 

 
We appeal to you to reject the CAMPA Bill now under consideration of the Indian parliament as it would lead 
to violations of human rights of the indigenous tribal and other local forest dwelling communities and to 
violations of India's international commitments on human rights, on forest biodiversity and on climate policies 
as shown in our attached international appeal of 17 international organisations signed on 29 November 2015. 
 
See the weblink of the international appeal in the World Rainforest Movement website: 
http://wrm.org.uy/pt/outras-informacoes-relevantes/appeal-to-india-and-un-on-indigenous-forest-
communities-rights/ 
 
 
As Paris agreement 2015 related to climate change requires that the countries "when taking action to 
address climate change, respect, promote and consider their respective obligations on human rights, the 
right to health, the rights of indigenous peoples, local communities" (Paris agreement preface), this requires 
also India to respect the following requirements of human rights demonstrated by the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights on May 2016: 
 
 
- States are responsible to ensure such "a rights-based approach to climate action" which "prevents 
mitigation and adaptation efforts from undermining all human rights" and requires the approach "to take 
affirmative action to respect, protect, promote and fulfil all human rights for all". 
 
 
- "Efforts to address climate change should not exacerbate inequalities [...] For example, indigenous peoples’ 
rights should be fully reflected in line with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and actions likely to have an impact on their rights should not be taken without their free, prior and 
informed consent." 
 
 
- "Climate mitigation and adaptation efforts should [...] ensure the rights of persons, groups and peoples in 
vulnerable situations, including [...] indigenous peoples" - "to protect indigenous peoples’ traditional 
knowledge, lands and resources and ensure their participation in relevant decision-making processes." 
 
 
- "It is imperative for States to employ rights-based approaches across all aspects of climate action at the 
international, regional, national and local levels" as "legal recognition of community forest rights can 
substantially reduce carbon dioxide emissions from deforestation" and "protect traditional livelihoods and 
access to traditional foods and medicine". 
 
 
( A/HRC/32/23, Analytical study on the relationship between climate change and the human right of everyone 
to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Report of the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 6 May 2016, paragraphs 37, 48, 51-52 and 59. ) 
 
 
As also the REDD + commitments require respect for the knowledge and rights of indigenous peoples and 
members of local communities, by taking into account relevant international obligations and noting that the 
United Nations General Assembly has adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and by ensuring their full and effective participation, the approval of CAMPA Bill would be a severe 
failure of India to respect its commitments. 
 
 
The CAMPA Bill is in violation of the diverse international commitments including also those on climate and 



forest biodiversity which it has been assumed to promote. It violates also the Forest Rights Act (FRA) and 
PESA Act. 
 
 
Find here attached an international appeal which many environmental organisations have sent to India to 
prevent the severe violations of human rights and India's international forest biodiversity commitments 
caused by undue afforestation policies and legislative initiatives like CAMPA. 
 
 
 
Thank you 
 
 
New Wind Association, Finland 
 
Mangrove Action Project, USA 
 
Friends of the Siberian Forests, Russia 
 
Forest Peoples Programme, UK 


