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Interethnic Association for Development

of the Peruvian Forest 
Climate-Forests-Peoples: We are One

Respect for Free Self Determination of Indigenous Peoples, and No to Discrimination
A decisive step for Peru and the world
Now is a momentous step for Peru’s Amazonian forests and indigenous peoples. Over the next few months various issues will be debated and decided upon: the Forest Law regulations; the allocation of 4 million hectares to private business and the expansion of destructive hydro-energy, palm oil and mining projects industry.  All this while at the same time the country commits international to norms, plans and promises to reduce deforestation, pollution and poverty in the Amazon.  Peru will be put to the test… as the saying goes “it’s a big step from talking the talk to actually walking the walk”. And this will be especially so 1-12 December, at the 20th global Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP20) in front of 15,000 representatives from 195 countries, the UN and civil society.  This event confronts one of the greatest challenges and tragedies of all time: How to avoid dangerous global warming of 2 degrees and above?  How to keep the Amazon alive and how can Peru keeps the second largest block of forest in the world standing?  This is a one-off opportunity to make decisive changes in Peru and the world, for life on this planet, an important responsibility for future generations.   
A Living Plan for the Amazon
AIDESEP, like a deep-rooted tree, brings together 1,500 communities belong to 50 different peoples, grouped into 76 local organizations and 9 regional organizations, and together we reiterate the critical emergency facing the harmony that to date has existed between nature, Society and Cultures brought about by a development model solely based on extractive development. To balance this model we propose a national plan which includes the following 9 components:

* The formal titling of 20 million hectares involving  1,167 communities (311 to be registered, 594 to be titled and 262  to be expanded,   6 areas of community reserves (6) and 5 territories plus integrated collective territories for 10 peoples

* Priority for Standing Forest:: agroforestry production aquaculture and bio-enterprises 
* Community Forestry Management and Indigenous REDD

* Intercultural Education and Health

* Community Socio-Environmental Monitoring and Safeguards 

* Collective and Indigenous Citizenship Rights

* Promotion of Indigenous Women and Youth

* Community Conflict Resolution.
This plan is feasible and cost effective, amounting to about 1% of the state Budget ( (S1,100 million) towards 70% the national territory, with additional contributions possible from the extractive industrial sector and from global climate and environmental funds. 
Holistic Indigenous Forest Management
The core of this development model is community forest management (CFM) – the last but critical “wheel on the car”. We ask that we be respected as the principal forest stakeholder and agent for the 13 million hectares under community title and for the following measures to be taken:  
* Redraw the map of Forest Estate under Permanent Production (FPP) so that companies stop invading indigenous community areas
 * Finance Technical Community Forestry Management Units within the local regional governments 

* Carry out independent audit of the failed “industrial forest concession” model and sanction illegal log “launderers” 

* Excise from the Permanent Production Forest estate and its concessions those areas across which non-contactable indigenous peoples living in voluntary isolation transit  
* Respect aboriginal property rights and stop discrimination caused by excessive “red tape” and bureaucratic hurdles  

*Forest Management Plans for indigenous peoples’ watershed management and not just for community plots

* Get rid of the vacuum and invisibility of indigenous women in the forest regulations
* Stop promoting mono-cropped agricultural and forestry plantations * 
Towards a “Living Amazon” Climate Conference (COP20) for all Humanity
The 13 million hectares of Amazonian indigenous property protect 1,625 million metric tonnes of carbon, equivalent to 5,947 million metric tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2)– that’s as much as all of USA’s annual carbon dioxide emissions. We are a strategic global actor, despite our marginalization, and the COP20 should take into account our proposals to guarantee a Living Amazon:
 * Programs to deliver REDD+ (Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation) in indigenous territories should fit with our rights, cosmovisions and proposals

 * Support to “Indigenous REDD+” is an alternative that provides benefits beyond just carbon and income beyond just the cash market

* Indigenous Woman: She is a protagonist in combing adapation to climate change with mitigating its impacts

* Include the development of extractive, agro-industrial projects as a significant driver of deforestation 
* Substitute fossil fuels for alternative energy sources and avoid bio-fuels * 

Penalties against the free determination of indigenous peoples is NOT a Climate Solution 
It is an absurd contradiction that our leaders and peoples who are defending and protecting the living Amazon, are, at the same time, repressed, penalized and criminalized by the judicial power. Since 5th June 2009 we have suffered 5 years of injustice until the start on 14 May of the trial for the events at the “Curva del Diablo) (the so-called Bagua case)  where 54 indigenous persons have been accused, with 6 people having charges brought against them which carry from 35 years in prison to life sentences, including the President of AIDESEP, Alberto Pizango. Pizango was not present at the scene and was fulfilling his duty as Kampu Piyawi and obeying the mandate of our people seeking respect for our rights. Our cultura y priniciples cannot be converted into crimes. It is unacceptable that the victims of repression should end up being the only peoples with charges against them, while those that ordered the violent agression have total, in particular, ex-President Alan García, his Minister of Interior Mercedes Cabanillas and General PNP Luis Muguruza responsible for executing the most poorly planned operation imaginable. We demand acquittal for the 54 defenders of the Amazon and the right to live with our own identity in peace. Finally, the fact that the 4 anti-indigenous laws were repealed, and investigations by both Congress and the United Nations all  show that our struggle had a correct basis and that the conflict was coloured by cultural discrimination and bias; and indeed development of a law on prior consultation has progressed as a result. Peru accepted our reasoning and we are grateful.   If the Amazon and our cultures were at the heart of this tragedy, the lesson we all take is that we can live in peace, respecting our different identities; and where we have peoples with rights, there will be standing and living Amazonian forest – that is the win-win for Peru and the World. 
* We call on the indigenous peoples of Peru and the world, allies and the international cooperation, to be alert, vigilant and to ask for a just trial and that those responsible for ordering the violence, A. García, M. Cabanillas y L. Muguruza, should be held to account and not suffer impunity.

* We ask that you make statements and send letter to the government officials involved in this trial to this effect.  And to support the Amazonian proposal for a Living Plan with Community Forest Management and Climate COP20 that focuses on a Living Amazon for its Peoples and for Humanity.

* We call on the leaders of those political parties, which supported our 2009 struggle when they were in electoral campaign, to remember and restate that position now they are in or close to power.  They should not avoid holding the past administration to account and get away with impunity.
The Indigenous Amazon slows dangerous climate change  

Heal and do not reopen the wounds of Bagua
Where indigenous peoples have rights, there are forests for all, and we all win together 
AIDESEP Board, 12th May 2014
