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Concept note 

International human rights organisation Forest Peoples Programme will collaborate with the 

National Human Rights Commission of Myanmar in 2014 and local and national NGOs to 

organise and hold a regional workshop on Agribusiness and Human Rights in Southeast Asia 

on 4 – 6 November 2014.  

This activity builds on the very successful progress made in the previous 3 consecutive years 

in investigating and documenting the expansion of agribusiness in Southeast Asia (with a 

focus on oil palm) and its impacts on indigenous peoples and other local communities, and in 

engaging with Southeast Asian National Human Rights Commissions and Institutions to 

build regulatory capacity and standards in Southeast Asia by promoting the application of 

binding international human rights standards on the agribusiness sector, thereby moving from 

a ‘business to business’ voluntary to one that imposes normative human rights obligations on 

private sector operators and national governments.   

In 2010, FPP and its partners documented the serious problems in the expanding palm oil 

sector in Southeast Asia, notably in Thailand, Cambodia, the Philippines and Vietnam, in the 

edited volume Oil palm expansion in Southeast Asia: trends and implications for indigenous 

peoples and local communities. In 2011, we mobilised the National Human Rights 

Commissions and Institutions in Southeast Asia to develop a regional human rights standard 

on agribusiness with a focus on palm oil, the Bali Declaration on Human Rights and 

Agribusiness in Southeast Asia, following the very successful Bali workshop on Human 

Rights and Agribusiness, hosted by the National Human Rights Commission of Indonesia. In 

2012, also hosted by the National Human Rights Commission of Indonesia, we held a follow-

up workshop in Phnom Penh, this time engaging with the ASEAN Intergovernmental 

Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) through its Indonesia representation. The workshop, 

as well as a field visit to the controversial Koh Kong sugarcane concession led to the 

development of the Phnom Penh Statement on Human Rights and Agribusiness in Southeast 

Asia. The proceedings of the Bali Workshop were also published in 2012, Human rights and 

agribusiness: Plural legal approaches to conflict resolution, institutional strengthening and 

legal reform.  

In 2013, a third workshop on human rights and agribusiness was convened in Bangkok, this 

time hosted by the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand, with a particular focus 



on trans-boundary agribusiness investments and human rights violations. The workshop was 

the occasion of the launch of a landmark publication, Agribusiness Large-Scale Land 

Acquisitions and Human Rights in Southeast Asia: Updates from Indonesia, Thailand, 

Philippines, Malaysia, Cambodia, Timor-Leste and Burma, which documents in detail the 

patterns of production, financing, supply chains and human rights dimensions of this growing 

sector in the region in the last 3 to 4 years. The workshop led to the acclamation of the 

Montien Resolution on Human Rights and Agribusiness in Southeast Asia which reiterates the 

call for States to develop effective regulatory frameworks which secure communities’ rights 

to lands, territories and resources and which require agribusinesses both domestic, foreign 

and trans-boundary, to respect such rights in line with international human rights standards. A 

joint action plan for civil society organisations and National Human Rights Commissions and 

Institutions was also developed to push for legal and policy reforms that secure community 

rights and place binding obligations on the private sector to respect these rights in future land 

acquisition.  

During the Bangkok workshop, the Myanmar National Human Rights Commission expressed 

its interest in hosting the next meeting of this process in Yangon in 2014 which was warmly 

welcomed by all participants, and FPP intends to provide them support and cooperation in the 

organisation of this event this year.  

This year’s workshop will seek to maintain the impetus generated through the previous three 

meetings to push for better regulation of agribusinesses and transnational investments in 

Southeast Asia so they respect human rights and prevent unjust land acquisitions. The 

initiative will continue the thematic focus of rights-based regulation of agribusiness in 

Southeast Asia but will invest efforts in the stronger inclusion of the Myanmar Human Rights 

Commission and Myanmar civil society groups in the expanding network. In particular, the 

project aims to raise awareness among Myanmar’s government and civil society actors of the 

need for tenure reforms to secure community rights and counter large-scale land acquisition 

and forest destruction. Conflict resolution and access to remedy and justice are also expected 

to feature as key themes of discussion and regional strategy and capacity-building. 

Participants will include Human Rights Commissioners of Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and 

the Philippines, concerned non-governmental organisations from Southeast Asian countries, 

including Cambodia, as well as representatives of ASEAN and United Nations human rights 

bodies such as the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, the UN Special Rapporteur 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and a representative of the UN Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues. 

 

 


