
Press Release to Colombian Women and to Public Opinion 

March in Defense of Life and Ancestral Territories 

We are Black women from the north of Cauca, descendants of African men and women who 
were enslaved, with knowledge about the ancestral value embedded in our territories. We 
know many of our ancestors had to pay for our freedom with their lives; we know of the blood 
that our ancestors spilled to get these lands; we know they worked for years and years in 
slavery to leave these lands to us. They taught us that you don’t sell land; they understood that 
we needed to ensure that our people could permanently remain in our territory.  

Four centuries have passed, and their memory is our memory; their practices are our practices 
transmitted through our grandparents; our daughters and sons continue today reaffirming our 
identity as free peoples. 

Many of us have had to raise our daughters and sons alone; our gold pans, our almocafres and 
our shovels are testimony to this. The territory has been our companion, accompanying us at 
moments both happy and sad. Our grandmothers like Doña Paulina Balanta have taught us 
that: “The territory is life, and life has no price”; “The territory is dignity, and this has no price.”     

And that’s why despite being abandoned by the State, we have remained in resistance in the 
face of megaprojects; megaprojects that in the name of their vision of development, and with 
the discourse of eradicating poverty, have led to forced displacement, dispossession and 
misery.   

Today our lives are in danger and the possibilities of existing as Afrodescendant Peoples is 
minimal. Many men and women are threatened with death. We women have lived from 
ancestral mining, an activity that enabled our ancestors to buy their freedom, and ours. This 
activity is linked with agriculture, with fishing, with hunting and to ancestral knowledges that 
our elders and our midwives have inculcated in us so that we can remain as peoples. 

We have undertaken many actions to protect our lives. We have decisions from the 
Constitutional Court, precautionary measures from the National Unit, and we have had visits 
from international commissions; we have placed complaints to the attorney general’s office, to 
the peoples’ defenders’ office and to the Ombuds office. We have informed the United 
Nations Office, and we have even gone to the public forces. And what the public forces tell us 
is that we invent risk situations and threats. Meanwhile the institutions only issue 
communiqués and letters, while we women are obliged to being confined, to withstand 
harassments, and to fear for the lives of our daughters, of our sons, and to fear for our own 
lives. 

We ask ourselves: What else do we have to do? We ask ourselves: Where else can we request 
help? 

This is why we gathered and decided to walk to Bogota, leaving La Toma, Suarez-Cauca, this 
Tuesday the 18th of November, 2014, and while we walk to tell the people what we are going 
through. We decided to walk and to sing, and to not feel fear because we know that there are 
more good people, and because we hope that the media, that the people who work in the 
Constitutional Court, the government, will listen not only the buzz from our footsteps and our 
song, but also the steps and songs of all the women who will join us because our love for life 
itself is stronger than our fear of death. 



We need solidarity and support of all women, mothers, sisters, grandmothers, cousins, friends, 
professors, journalists, employed, students, political, religious, lesbians, imprisoned, 
Colombian, Latin American, from the diaspora, and from the whole world. 

Contact information: 
 
Francia Helena Márquez: 310-600.00.53 correo:franciamarquez@hotmail.com Marilyn 
Machado: 320-495.02.12 correo: mariavenus@yahoo.com  
Charo Mina: 312-290 40 02: correo: charominarojas@gmail.com  
Sofia Garzón: 312- 635 63 71: correo: mami.wata@renacientes.com 

 


