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Acronyms 

ABS  Access and Benefit Sharing 

CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity 

CCAs  Community Conserved Areas 

CEL  IUCN Commission on Environmental Law 

FPIC  Free, Prior and Informed Consent 

ILO 169 International Labour Organisation Convention 169 

PoW  Programme of Work 

PoWPA Programme of Work on Protected Areas (under the CBD) 

REDD  Reduction in Emissions and Forest Degradation  

UNDRIP United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (prior to 

2007 this was in draft form) 

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

WCC  World Conservation Congress (meeting of IUCN) 

WCPA  World Congress on Protected Areas 

WTO TRIPS World Trade Organisation Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights 
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Introduction: 

 

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) - previously referred to as the International 

Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources – is a multi-stakeholder 

organisation that brings together local, national and international NGOs, government 

conservation agencies and State parties. A few indigenous peoples’ organisations are 

also members.  

 

IUCN is governed by the World Conservation Congress which meets every four years 

to elect its principal officers, its Council members and the heads of its commissions, 

agree on a work programme and pass resolutions and recommendations which guide 

the work of the union. Between Congresses, the IUCN acts through a standing 

Council, and through the activities of its Commissions, which are open to the 

involvement of members, all serviced by one central and several regional secretariats. 

The Director General oversees the Secretariat and reports to the Council and has the 

responsibility to see that the Resolutions of the Congress are acted on.  

 

The Union has expressed concern about the way conservation should deal with 

indigenous peoples for over 30 years. This document summarises, in the form of a 

table, the resolutions and recommendations made by the World Conservation 

Congress (and its antecedents) which refer to or are of direct relevance to indigenous 

peoples.  

 

The table summarises and paraphrases the main actions that the resolutions call for, 

organising them somewhat artificially into three themes relating to ‘culture and 

traditional knowledge’, ‘rights and land rights’ and ‘participation and free, prior and 

informed consent’. 

 

The table shows that the union has affirmed the need to respect the rights of 

indigenous peoples in protected areas and wider conservation strategies for nearly 40 

years. This fact contrasts rather shockingly with the actual experience of indigenous 

peoples whose rights continue to be ignored and violated in the establishment, 

management and enforcement of conservation projects and protected areas. These 

issues are discussed in more detail in the other documents in this series.       
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IUCN Resolutions and Recommendations on Indigenous Peoples: a comparative table 
(Texts have been simplified and paraphrased. Please check originals before citing) 

 

Resolution 

year and # 

Title of Resolution Culture & Indigenous 

Knowledge 

Rights and Land Rights Participation and Free, Prior 

and Informed Consent 

1975/ 5 Protection of 

Traditional Ways of 

Life 

Maintain and encourage traditional 

ways of life and customs which enable 

communities to live in harmony with 

their environment. 

Devise means by which indigenous people 

may bring their lands into conservation 

areas without relinquishing their 

ownership, use, or tenure rights. 

Recognise the rights of people belonging 

to indigenous cultures to live on the lands 

they have traditionally occupied. 

In the creation of national parks or 

reserves indigenous peoples should not 

normally be displaced from their 

traditional lands. 

Take account of indigenous peoples’ 

viewpoints. 

Such reserves should not anywhere be 

proclaimed without adequate 

consultation with the indigenous peoples 

affected.  

1981/ 15.7 The Role of 

Traditional Life 

Styles and Local 

People in 

Conservation and 

Development 

Take into account the still existing and 

very large reservoir of traditional 

knowledge and experience within local 

cultures. 

Foster further research into the ecology 

of traditional life styles. 

 Provide the means for local people who 

maintain ecologically sound practices to 

play a primary role in all stages of 

development in the area they identify 

with, so that they can participate and 

benefit directly, in a manner which is 

consistent with their values, time frames 

and decision-making processes. 

1988/ 17.28 National and 

Regional 

Conservation 

Strategies  

  Recommends the inclusion of 

indigenous peoples in the preparation of 

national and regional conservation 

strategies. 

1990/ 18.16 Recognition of the 

Role of Indigenous 

Communities 

IUCN to include specific recognition 

of the role of indigenous communities, 

and in particular indigenous women, in 

 Recognise the rights of these 

communities to participate in the 

formulation of policies and projects 
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the management of environmental 

resources. 
affecting their environment. 

1994/ 19.20 IUCN Action on 

Indigenous People 

and the Sustainable 

Use of Natural 

Resources 

Notes the expressed need for 

recognition of the intellectual property 

rights of indigenous people. 

Calls on IUCN to advance the principles 

in Agenda 21 regarding the rights of 

indigenous people. 

 

1994/ 19.21 Indigenous People 

and Sustainable Use 

of Natural Resources 

 Acknowledging major international 

Covenants on Civil and Political Rights, 

and on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, ILO 169, Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 

and Principle 22 of Rio Declaration and 

noting the draft UNDRIP. 

IUCN declares its continued commitment 

to advancing the principles contained in 

the above Conventions and Agreements 

and to further their integration in the work 

of IUCN and calls on governments to do 

likewise. 

 

1994/ 19.22 Indigenous People Ensure that IUCN’s programme on 

biological diversity takes full account 

of traditional knowledge and practices 

of indigenous people and provide 

secretariat support for indigenous 

peoples so as to ensure that issues of 

concern to indigenous people are fully 

integrated into all of IUCN’s 

programmes and activities. 

Recognising ILO 169, the Kari-Oca 

Declaration and the Charter of the 

International Alliance, requests IUCN 

Commission on Environmental Law to 

promote understanding of the legal 

instruments concerning the rights of 

indigenous people through research.  

Urges all States to ensure the 

participation of local and indigenous 

people in decisions concerning the 

planning, development and management 

of national parks and other protected 

areas, and to provide that their interests 

are treated equitably and are fully 

respected. 

1994/ 19.23 The Importance of 

Community-based 

Approaches 

Emphasises the importance of 

indigenous and traditional knowledge. 

Urges IUCN to make this a cross-

cutting theme of its programmes. 

 Urges IUCN to build strong partnerships 

with local organisations to realise 

community-based conservation. 
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1994/ 19.42 The Conversion of 

Military Bases into 

Wildlife Conservation 

Areas   

 Take measures to address related 

aboriginal title issues, recognising the 

legitimate rights of indigenous people and 

local communities. 

Recommends that in converting such 

lands into wildlife conservation areas, 

provision be made for appropriate access, 

use or occupation by indigenous people 

provided that this is consistent with the 

conservation aims of the area. 

Review existing military lands to 

determine in cooperation with  

indigenous peoples the value of those 

lands for wildlife conservation. Ensure 

that  indigenous people and local 

communities are informed of proposed 

changes to military lands. Manage such 

lands with the full participation of 

indigenous people and local 

communities. 

1996/ 1.35 Protected Areas  Requests all States to recognise that the 

maintenance of the cultural integrity and 

traditional rights of indigenous peoples 

can often be supported by protected area 

policies and practices which safeguard 

traditional forms of sustainable resource 

use. 

Provide for a fuller role to be played by  

indigenous peoples. 

1996/ 1.42 Collaborative 

Management for 

Conservation 

Notes that collaborative management 

can promote the use of indigenous and 

local knowledge and skills, as well as 

further the protection and enhancement 

of the rights of indigenous peoples, 

minorities and disenfranchised groups.  

Review experiences under various land-

tenure conditions. 
 

1996/ 1.49 Indigenous Peoples 

and IUCN 
 Taking into account ILO 169, CBD, 

Agenda 21 and UNDRIP. 

 Calls on IUCN members to adopt and 

implement ILO 169, CBD and to comply 

with spirit of UNDRIP and Chapter 26 of 

Agenda 21. 

Convinced that the participation of 

indigenous peoples in conservation 

initiatives, in their lands and territories 

is a necessary condition for 

conservation, requests IUCN to ensure 

greater participation of indigenous 

peoples in IUCN conservation initiatives 

and recommends that IUCN members, 

regional offices and Commissions 

establish mechanisms to enable 
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indigenous peoples to participate in 

regional programmes.  

1996/ 1.50 Indigenous Peoples, 

Intellectual Property 

Rights and Biological 

Diversity 

Respect for cultural and linguistic 

diversity as a basic condition to 

maintain and protect indigenous 

knowledge and comply with provisions 

of CBD; establish recognition of 

indigenous peoples knowledge as their 

intellectual property. 

Acknowledging ILO 169, CBD, WTO 

TRIPS, Chapter 26 of Agenda 21 and 

considering UNDRIP. Requests IUCN to 

take action to ensure recognition of the 

rights of indigenous peoples over their 

lands or territories and natural resources, 

as a requirement for the effective 

implementation of the CBD and as a basis 

for the maintenance and development of 

indigenous knowledge. 

Strengthen the capacity of indigenous 

peoples to protect and effectively exercise 

their rights over their lands and natural 

resources as fundamental for conservation. 

 

Requests IUCN to take action to ensure 

effective participation of indigenous 

peoples in planning and decision-

making, particularly in relation to CBD 

and recognition of the principle that use 

of the knowledge, innovations and 

practices of indigenous peoples and 

local communities be made with their 

approval and consultation. Establish 

national policies to ensure promotion, 

recovery, systematisation and 

strengthening of indigenous knowledge 

with the prior informed consent of the 

peoples concerned.  

1996/ 1.51 Indigenous Peoples, 

Mineral and Oil 

Extraction, 

Infrastructure and 

Development Works 

 Requests IUCN to  develop a clear policy 

on the use of non-renewable natural 

resources which includes criteria for 

respect for the rights of the indigenous 

peoples. 

Recognise, respect and comply with the 

rights of indigenous peoples over their 

lands or territories and natural resources, 

as a condition for achieving sustainable 

development. 

Consider the adoption and implementation 

of ILO 169, CBD and comply with spirit 

of UNDRIP, as well as Chapter 26 of 

Agenda 21. 

Compensate indigenous peoples for 

Design and execute development plans 

with the equitable participation of all 

parties concerned recognising their 

needs and cultural characteristics. 

Promote effective participation with 

indigenous peoples in the design, 

adoption, implementation and 

monitoring of processes, projects and 

legislative and administrative policies 

regarding the exploration and 

exploitation of non-renewable resources 

that might affect their lands or territories 

and natural resources. 

Facilitate the establishment of 

mechanisms for the negotiation between 
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damages. indigenous peoples, the State and other 

interested parties to promote equitable 

resolution of conflicts arising from the 

use or potential use of natural resources.  

1996/ 1.52 Indigenous Peoples 

and Marine and 

Coastal Areas 

 Taking into account ILO 169, CBD and 

UNDRP, recognise the rights of 

indigenous peoples to make use of natural 

resources on their lands or territories in 

marine and coastal areas. 

Active participation of indigenous 

peoples in the establishment of quotas 

and closed seasons, as well as in 

international campaigns in favour of 

sustainable use natural resources. 

1996/ 1.53 Indigenous Peoples 

and Protected Areas 
 Considering ILO 169, CBD and Agenda 

21, requests IUCN to develop a clear 

policy and specific actions in relation to 

protected areas established in indigenous 

lands and territories, based on recognition 

of the rights of indigenous peoples with 

regard to their lands or territories and 

natural resources that fall within protected 

areas.  

Recognition of the necessity of reaching 

agreements with indigenous peoples 

prior to the establishment of protected 

areas in their lands and territories; 

recognition of the rights of indigenous 

peoples concerned to participate 

effectively in the management of the 

protected areas established on their 

lands and territories, and to be consulted 

on the adoption of any decision that 

affects their rights and interests over 

those lands and territories. 

Requests the World Commission on 

Protected Areas to establish closer links 

with indigenous peoples’ organisations 

with a view to incorporating the rights 

and interests of indigenous peoples in 

the application of the IUCN Protected 

Area Management Categories.  

1996/ 1.54 Indigenous Peoples 

and Conservation in 

Meso-America 

 Requests IUCN to develop clear policy on 

protected areas which recognises the 

rights of indigenous peoples taking 

account of ILO 169, CBD and the 

principles of UNDRIP, recognises the 

Establish mechanisms for effective 

participation by indigenous peoples in 

the identification, design, planning, 

implementation and monitoring of 

conservation initiatives in the region. 
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rights of indigenous peoples to make use 

of natural resources on their lands and 

territories in an equitable and ecologically 

sustainable way. 

1996/ 1.55  Indigenous Peoples 

and Forests 
 Requests IUCN to develop clear policy on 

forests which recognises the rights of 

indigenous peoples taking account of ILO 

169, CBD and the principles of UNDRIP, 

recognises the rights of indigenous 

peoples to make use of natural resources 

on their lands and territories in an 

equitable and ecologically sustainable 

way. 

Establish mechanisms for effective 

participation by indigenous peoples in 

the strategic planning and 

implementation of all activities on their 

forest lands. 

1996/ 1.56  Indigenous Peoples 

and the Andes 
Establishment of national policies for 

the promotion, recovery, 

systematisation and improvement of 

indigenous knowledge of biodiversity. 

Guaranteeing the intellectual property 

rights of indigenous peoples with 

respect to living natural resources and 

their indigenous knowledge. 

Requests IUCN to develop clear policy in 

favour of sustainable use of natural 

resources in the Andes which recognises 

the role and collective interest of 

indigenous peoples taking account of ILO 

169, CBD and the principles of UNDRIP. 

Establishment of frameworks and 

mechanisms for negotiations between 

indigenous peoples to ensure fair 

settlement of conflicts. 

1996/ 1.57  Southern African 

Regional Network on 

Indigenous 

Knowledge Systems 

(SARNIKS) 

Adapt legal systems to protect 

indigenous knowledge systems. 

Formulate policy frameworks that 

make indigenous knowledge systems 

an integral part of national 

development and biodiversity 

conservation and utilisation strategies. 

Adapt legal systems to promote ownership 

rights over natural resources including 

equitable sharing of benefits with local 

communities. 

 

2000/ 2.30 Impacts on military 

activities on the 

environment and 

indigenous peoples’ 

communities in the 

  Requests IUCN to address the issue of 

the impact of past military activities on 

the environment and indigenous 

peoples’ communities in the region. 



IUCN Resolutions and Recommendations on Indigenous Peoples: a comparative table 

11 

 

Arctic 

2000/ 2.53 Nature Conservation 

on the Guiana Shield 
  Requests the governments concerned to 

continue to ensure conservation of a 

large part of the tropical forest in the 

Guiana Shield in close consultation with 

indigenous and traditional populations 

and take into account  the principles and 

guidelines on indigenous and traditional 

populations and protected areas that 

were drafted in cooperation with WWF. 

2004/ 3.015 Poverty, human 

rights and the 

environment 

 Consider human rights aspects of poverty 

and the environment; assess the use of 

human rights laws as they protect the 

environment; encourages analysis of 

national legal framework to provide 

access to justice; CEL to examine legal 

developments in human rights law related 

to IUCN’s mission.  

 

2004/3.018 Mobile peoples and 

conservation 
Note Dana Declaration; explore 

relationship between mobile peoples 

and conservation; incorporate mobile 

peoples into IUCN PoW; learn and 

respond to lessons learned from mobile 

peoples’ livelihoods relevant to 

traditional knowledge, sustainable use, 

landscape conservation and 

community conserved areas. 

  

2004/3.049 Community 

conserved areas 

(CCAs) 

Recognise conservation significance of 

community conserved areas managed 

by IPs & local communities, including 

mobile peoples. 

Support CCAs through restitution of 

rights, consistent with national laws. 
Urges IUCN to promote recognition of 

CCAs in national frameworks; support 

communities to protect CCAs by 

applying principle of FPIC, 

participatory Environmental Impact 

Assessments and participatory 
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monitoring of effectiveness. Calls on 

IUCN Commissions to follow through a 

number of detailed suggestions. 

2004/3.055 Indigenous peoples, 

protected areas and 

the CBD PoW 

 Recalls IUCN’s prior commitments to 

respect indigenous peoples’ rights 

including the right to self-determination. 

Calls on IUCN, WCPA and IUCN 

members to implement Durban Action 

Plan, COP 7 Decisions on indigenous 

peoples and protected areas and 

Akwé:kon Voluntary Guidelines; carry 

out participatory review of the 

implementation of prior WCC 

resolutions and IUCN policies on 

indigenous peoples ; urges international 

financial institutions and bilaterals to 

revise policies consistent with Durban 

Accord and COP 7. 

2004/3.056 Indigenous peoples in 

voluntary isolation 
 Protect the lands and territories of 

indigenous peoples living in voluntary 

isolation in Amazon and Chaco; in line 

with COP 7 decisions on indigenous 

peoples and protected areas; recognise 

their value to conservation.  

 

 

2004/3.061 IUCN’s interaction 

with the private 

sector 

  Promote participation to develop 

principles and guidelines for 

engagement with the private sector 

especially regarding transparency, 

access to information and the 

participation of vulnerable groups and 

the principle of FPIC in line with the 

World Banks Extractive Industries 

Review, and CBD’s Bonn and Akwé: 

kon Voluntary Guidelines. 
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2004/3.082 The Extractive 

Industries Review  
 Calls on World Bank to pay special 

attention to ensure the rights of indigenous 

peoples to their lands, territories and 

resources are respected when choosing or 

designing off-set areas.  

Respect the right to FPIC of 

communities affected by extractive 

industry development. 

2004/3.103 Biosphere Reserve of 

the Chaco and 

Indigenous Peoples 

Support Northern Chaco Biosphere 

Reserve in Paraguay and neighbouring 

countries.  

Respect the rights of indigenous peoples.  Ensure effective participation of 

indigenous peoples in establishing and 

managing protected areas. 

2008/10  
4.048 

 

Indigenous Peoples, 

protected areas and 

implementation of the 

Durban Accord 

 

 

 

Resolves to apply the requirements of the 

UNDRIP to the whole of IUCN’s 

programme and operations. 

Calls on governments to reform national 

legislation, policies and practices so that 

they contribute to the realisation of the 

Durban Accord, CBD PoWPA and 

UNDRIP. 

Advance recommendations of the Durban 

Accord and Action plan and CBD 

PoWPA. Raise funds to carry out these 

activities. 

Calls on governments to ensure that 

protected area are not established 

without the FPIC of indigenous peoples. 

Requests IUCN Commission Chairs to 

include experts from indigenous peoples 

in all the Commissions and their 

Steering Committees. 

IUCN to develop a mechanism to bring 

together representatives of indigenous 

peoples’ organisations, other supportive 

member organisations, and relevant 

partners, to work in collaboration to 

review the extent to which resolutions in 

the preamble have been implemented.  

2008/10 

4.049 

Supporting 

Indigenous 

Conservation 

Territories and other 

Indigenous Peoples’ 

and Community 

Conserved Areas 

Notes the importance for biodiversity 

of territories under the ownership, 

control and/or management of 

indigenous peoples and local 

communities. 

Calls on IUCN members to: support the 

fair restitution of  territorial, land and 

natural resource rights; Urges the IUCN 

Director General and the Chairs of all 

IUCN Commissions to provide leadership 

and supportive roles to: provide assistance 

to CBD members to implement the CBD 

PoWPA within a strict framework of 

respect for human rights in conservation. 

Calls on IUCN members to seek FPIC 

in including Indigenous Conservation 

Territories and Indigenous Peoples 

Community Conserved Areas in 

national systems. 

2008/10 Recognition of Recognising  how  important  it  is  Calls on states to make available the  
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4.050 indigenous 

conservation 

territories 

that  this  rich human  resource (the 

traditional practices and knowledge of 

indigenous peoples, afro-descendents 

and various ethnic groups), in  regard 

to experience and  lessons learned, be 

appropriately utilised for policy 

making and establishing global and 

regional technical guidelines on 

protected areas and promoting 

scientific and traditional knowledge. 

means to enable the full exercising and 

effective implementation of all the rights 

recognised by UNDRIP.  

Calls on the Director General to promote 

and support the recognition of  Indigenous 

Conservation Territories  as a legitimate 

model of governance of protected areas 

superimposed over the territories of 

indigenous peoples. 

 

2008/10 

4.052 

Implementing the 

United Nations 

Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples 

Acknowledging  that  indigenous  

peoples  have suffered greatly from the 

colonisation of  their lands, territories 

and resources, and from historic 

institutional efforts to destroy  

indigenous  languages (linguacide), 

cultures and spiritual traditions. 

Acknowledges that injustices to 

indigenous peoples have been and 

continue to be caused in the name of 

conservation. 

Requests that the Director General make 

indigenous peoples’ role in conserving 

biological and cultural diversity a main 

concern of IUCN and future WCCs and 

present a statement of progress to the 

annual UN Permanent Forum on 

Indigenous Issues beginning in April 

2009. 

Instructs the Director General and 

Commissions to identify and propose 

mechanisms to address and redress the 

effects of  historic and current injustices 

against indigenous peoples in the name 

of conservation of  nature and natural 

resources. 

 

2008/10    

4.053 

Mobile Indigenous 

Peoples and 

biodiversity 

conservation 

Endorses the five principles of the 

Dana Declaration on Mobile Peoples 

and Conservation, which includes the 

need to respect and incorporate 

traditional knowledge and 

management practices. 

 The Dana declaration states that 

adequate institutional structures for 

adaptive management should be based 

on the concept of equitable sharing of 

decision-making and management 

responsibilities between mobile peoples 

and conservation agencies. 

2008/10 

4.056 

Rights-based 

approaches to 

conservation 

 Recognising that conservation practices 

can affect human well-being and at times 

have undermined human rights including 

Requests the Director General and 

IUCN’s Commissions to engage with 

IUCN’s members, representatives of  
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through forced resettlements and 

sedentarisation, exclusions and economic 

and cultural impoverishments and impacts 

on local livelihoods, especially of 

indigenous peoples and local 

communities. 

 

indigenous peoples and local 

communities, and other relevant 

partners to: facilitate exchange of 

experiences, methods and tools on 

rights-based approaches to conservation; 

and actively promote and support the 

adoption and implementation of  such 

approaches. 

Calls on  the  IUCN  Council  and  the  

Director General to develop a 

comprehensive IUCN Policy on 

Conservation and Human Rights, 

including guidance on rights-based 

approaches to conservation, to be tabled 

for adoption at the 5th IUCN WCC. 

2008/10 

4.068 

Reducing emissions 

from deforestation 

and degradation 

(REDD) 

 Urges all IUCN members and all Parties 

to the UNFCCC to ensure that national 

and sub-national initiatives for REDD: 

ensure equitable sharing of benefits  and 

costs between agencies of  government 

and forest communities, and within forest 

communities; apply effective social 

safeguards to protect the rights of  

indigenous peoples and local communities 

including relevant provisions of   the  

UNDRIP. 

 

Urges all IUCN members and all Parties 

to the UNFCCC to ensure that national 

and sub-national initiatives for REDD: 

ensure equitable participation of  local 

forest dependent communities and 

indigenous peoples with particular 

emphasis on securing rights, land 

tenure, livelihood benefits and poverty 

reduction, and the provision of 

substantial incentives for reducing and 

reversing deforestation and the 

degradation of indigenous ecosystems,  

especially forest ecosystems. 

Requests the Director General to: 

prepare a report  assessing the relative 

advantages and disadvantages, 

opportunities and risks of different  

REDD financing mechanisms, and 

investigating ways to ensure effective  
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social and biodiversity safeguards, for 

presentation to the IUCN Council at its 

second meeting in 2009. 

Urges the Director General and Chairs 

of  IUCN’s Commissions to harness the 

knowledge and skills of IUCN 

members, Commission members and the 

Secretariat to actively pursue policies 

and mechanisms to: secure the land and 

resource rights of  indigenous peoples 

and local communities that historically 

held use rights on the land where carbon 

is stored; and ensure their FPIC in any 

initiatives providing incentives for 

REDD on their land and/or that affect 

their rights. 

2008/10 

4.077 

Climate change and 

human rights 

  Requests CEL and the IUCN  

Environmental Law Programme, in 

collaboration with the Director General 

and IUCN’s members, to undertake a 

study on the relationship between 

climate change and the effective 

enjoyment of human rights, and to 

produce a detailed report that takes into 

account the work of the United Nations 

Human Rights Council. 

2012 

007 

Establishing an 

Indigenous Peoples’ 

Organisation (IPO) 

membership and 

voting category in 

IUCN 

  Requests the establishment of an 

intersessional council working group 

including indigenous IUCN members, 

tribal peoples’ organisations and 

technical staff to look at options for 

better representation of indigenous 

peoples organisations within the IUCN, 

including establishment of a fourth 
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membership and voting category. 

Recommendations to be presented at the 

next WCC. 

2012 

047 

Implementation of the 

United Nations 

Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples in the context 

of the UNESCO 

World Heritage 

Convention 

 Requests policy and guidelines to ensure 

the respect of the principles of UNDRIP in 

IUCN’s role as Advisory Body to the 

World Heritage Committee. Promote and 

support the adoption and implementation 

of a rights-based approach by the World 

Heritage Committee. Urges the 

Committee to assess and redress historic 

and current injustices in World Heritage 

sites. Calls upon State Parties to the World 

Heritage Convention to ensure respect for 

the rights of indigenous peoples in World 

Heritage Sites and FPIC. Urges to 

government of Kenya to implement the 

African Commission’s Endorois decision.  

Fully inform and consult with 

indigenous peoples when World 

Heritage sites are evaluated or missions 

undertaken in their territories. Urges the 

World Heritage Committee to revise its 

procedures in consultation with 

indigenous peoples to ensure their rights 

are upheld including FPIC. And to 

establish a mechanism for indigenous 

peoples to advise the Committee in its 

decision making processes in a manner 

consistent with FPIC. 

2012 

053 

Strengthening the 

participatory and 

equitable governance 

of the indigenous 

communities and 

peoples of Mexico 

  Requests the Mexican government to 

strengthen instruments such as CCAs 

which should include a management 

plan drawn up by indigenous 

communities. 

2012 

085 

Climate change 

justice and equity 

considerations 

 Recommends members to include 

principles of equity and justice in climate 

change adaptation amongst natural 

resource-dependent communities. 

 

2012 

092 

Promoting and 

supporting 

community resource 

management and 

conservation as a 

Calls for the recognition of 

community-based natural resource 

management systems and the 

application of traditional knowledge 

and customary institutions in 

Emphasising that community resource 

management has proven most successful 

where legal rights have been conferred on 

local peoples. 
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foundation for 

sustainable 

development 

conservation. 

2012 

093 

Prioritising 

community based 

natural resource 

management for 

social and ecological 

resilience 

Calls on the Director General and the 

IUCN World Commission on 

Environmental Law, to identify and 

support customary and traditional legal 

systems. 

 Calls upon the international community 

to recognise and promote the rights of 

communities to exercise self-

determination in the formulation of 

policies and projects affecting their 

environment and security. Promotes 

community based approaches to disaster 

and conflict management.  

2012 

094 

Respecting, 

recognising and 

supporting 

Indigenous Peoples’ 

and Community 

Conserved Territories 

and Areas 

Recognise and engage with customary 

laws and institutions and decision 

making processes.  

Calls on members to recognise indigenous 

peoples’ governance of and rights to the 

lands, territories and resources which they 

have traditionally owned, occupied or 

otherwise used or acquired.  

Concerned that indigenous peoples and 

traditional and local communities are 

often disproportionately affected by 

imposed development and conservation 

measures, including dispossession from 

land, exclusion from decision making 

processes, and lack of FPIC. Calls on 

members to recognise and uphold 

indigenous peoples’ rights in line with 

UNDRIP, ILO169 including self-

determination and participation. Refer to 

indigenous peoples as ‘peoples’ in 

accordance with UNDRIP. Calls on the 

CBD and others to strengthen laws in 

accordance with UNDRIP and increase 

participation of indigenous peoples. 

2012 

095 

Traditional 

knowledge of 

indigenous peoples 

and local peasant 

communities in the 

Andes and the 

Amazon Rainforest as 

Calls on the institutions and agencies 

of member States to promote the 

research, recovery and use of 

traditional knowledge and practices as 

a strategy for adaptation to climate 

change and to include it in their public 

policies. Also include traditional 
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a mechanism for 

adaptation to climate 

change 

knowledge in IUCN Commission on 

Ecosystem Management. 

2012 

096 

Recognising the 

indigenous territories 

as conservation areas 

in the Amazon Basin 

 Suggests a regional initiative in the 

Amazon to protect indigenous territories 

for conservation and indigenous cultures.  

Include in this initiative the participation 

of indigenous organisations. 

2012 

097 

Implementation of the 

United Nations 

Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples 

 Commends the IUCN for the Whakatane 

mechanism. Requests that the IUCN 

develop a strategy for ensuring that the 

principles of UNDRIP are observed 

throughout the work of IUCN. Requests a 

task force to examine the application of 

UNDRIP in every aspect of IUCN work. 

 

2012 

098 

The human right to 

water and sanitation 

 Calls on members to ensure access to safe 

and affordable water for all citizens. 

 

2012 

099 

IUCN Policy on 

Conservation and 

Human Rights for 

Sustainable 

Development 

 Call on members to adopt rights-based 

approach to conservation and sustainable 

development including for indigenous 

peoples and local communities. Engage in 

the Conservation Initiative on Human 

Rights.  

IUCN adopts policy on rights-based 

approaches which contains the following 

Actions: 1) mainstreaming respect for 

rights by developing guidance and 

principles for IUCN work; 2) set up 

institutions to ensure compliance 

including the development of safeguards 

and a complaints procedure; 3) build 

capacity within IUCN; 4) support 

members to integrate rights into 
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conservation programmes. 

2012 

102 

Human rights and 

access to natural 

resources in Latin 

America 

 Urges Latin American governments to 

guarantee the human rights of indigenous 

peoples with regard to mining, gas, oil and 

hydroelectric projects. 

 

2012 

105 

Conserving cultures 

and nature for food 

security 

Urges IUCN to allocate funding for 

research on recovering and enhancing 

ancestral knowledge of biodiversity 

management for food security.  

IUCN will denounce activities by 

companies that endanger safe water 

supply for local people or that transform 

land for food production to biofuels. 

 

2012 

115 

Strengthening 

biocultural diversity 

and traditional 

ecological knowledge 

in the Asia-Pacific 

island region 

Calls on members to support activities 

that conserve biocultural diversity and 

ecological knowledge. Explore the 

need for an international instrument 

within the UN for preservation of 

biocultural diversity and ecological 

knowledge in island-coastal regions. 

  

2012 

116 

Support for the 

implementation of the 

Nagoya Protocol on 

Access and Benefit 

Sharing (ABS) 

 Calls on CBD parties to ratify Nagoya 

protocol.  

Calls on Parties to ensure that benefits 

from the utilisation of genetic resources 

held by indigenous and local communities 

are shared in a fair and equitable way with 

the communities concerned. 

Encourages Parties to ensure that prior 

informed consent, or approval and 

involvement, is obtained from 

indigenous peoples and local 

communities who have an established 

rights to grant access to these resources, 

if necessary through amendments to 

national ABS laws. 

2012 

147 

Sacred natural sites 

support for custodian 

protocols and 

customary laws in the 

face of global threats 

and challenges 

Calls on members to recognise the 

rights of indigenous peoples to practice 

their cultural traditions and customs, 

including the right to maintain, protect 

and develop the past, present and 

future manifestations of their cultures. 

Urges members to develop policies and 

laws that allow for custodians of sacred 

sites to maintain and protect those sites 

using traditional practices. Recommends 

governments develop national legislation 

to bring into force the Akwé: Kon 

Voluntary Guidelines. 
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2012 

170 

To enhance the 

community 

procedures to 

improve the 

management of 

coastal fishing 

Urges States to recognise and integrate 

indigenous/local knowledge into 

development plans for coastal zones, 

fishery resources, and strategies for the 

adaptation of the fishing sector to 

global changes. 

 Recognises the rights of artisanal fishing 

communities to be a central component 

of the decision making process of 

development projects in coastal Zones. 

2012 

175 

Strengthening the 

autonomy of 

Colombia’s black 

communities for 

sustainable natural 

resource management 

in their areas, with 

special emphasis on 

mining 

 Requests that institutions such as the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

impose sanctions on governments that 

breach local peoples’ rights to access 

natural resources. Calls on Colombia to 

define an area where local communities 

can sustainably mine for gold. 

Calls on Colombian government to 

define the process of local participation. 

2012 

179 

Respecting 

ecologically 

sustainable use of 

abundant biological 

resources 

 Urges States within their existing legal 

framework and international obligations 

and without compromising their sovereign 

rights, if seeking the use, conservation or 

sustainable management of resources that 

may negatively impact local/indigenous 

communities within other States, to offer 

consultation with those States, and fully 

taking into account indigenous/traditional 

knowledge. 

 

2012 

181 

Citizen participation 

in legislative 

procedures regarding 

the environment 

  Urges governments to establish 

mechanisms for effective public 

participation when legally binding 

regulations are being drawn up that 

impact on the environment.  

 

 


