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To FCPF Secretariat 
Date: June 18, 2010  
 
 
 
FOREST PEOPLES PROGRAMME FOLLOW-UP COMMENTS TO THE FCPF 
EVALUATION ToRs 
 
Following our earlier comments provided on the draft framework on 23/04/2010 by Email, 
FPP is submitting additional comments on the draft Terms of Reference for the FCPF 
Evaluation.  
  
a. Evaluation of FCPF role in supporting implementation of safeguards 
  
FPP notes the inclusion of some important issues in the ToRs, such as the decision to 
evaluate the role of FCPF and its ability in helping countries to set objectives and standards 
for “implementation of safeguards, national REDD-plus management arrangements and 
consultation and participation processes”.  
 
This component of the ToRs is useful, but FPP is concerned that the ToRs do not capture 
related key elements proposed in the first draft of the Evaluation framework, including 
proposals that the FCPF evaluation work address the important question:  
 
“Do the R-PPs sufficiently address land tenure, land rights issues and recognize the respect 
for traditional knowledge and traditional livelihood practices, the role of safeguards in 
promoting the rights of indigenous peoples and other forest peoples as enshrined in the FCPF 
Charter”.  
 
Crucially, the evaluation should assess the extent to which the FCPF has complied with the 
following Principle set out in its Charter under which the FCPF undertakes to:  
 
Comply with the World Bank’s Operational Policies and Procedures, taking into account the 
need for effective participation of Forest-Dependent Indigenous Peoples and Forest Dwellers 
in decisions that may affect them, respecting their rights under national law and applicable 
international obligations;  
 
FPP urges that this vital criterion for evaluation be reinstated in the further definition of the 
questions to be framed by the consultants that will carry out the assessment of FCPF 
performance.  
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Such assessment should include an evaluation of how the FPCF-assisted readiness planning 
phase is compliant with international obligations that are relevant to indigenous peoples’ 
rights in participating REDD countries.   
 
This aspect of FCPF performance and effectiveness is highly relevant given that the UNDRIP 
has been formally endorsed by Panama, Indonesia and Guyana, among other REDD 
countries. It thus follows that the evaluation should examine to what extent readiness 
planning has taken full account of minimum standards enshrined in the UNDRIP and related 
UN human rights instruments ratified by REDD countries.  
  
b. Underlying causes of deforestation 
 
We note that the ToRs include requirements for an analysis of the extent to which the FCPF 
has assisted countries to identify the underlying causes of deforestation. This is an important 
element to take into due consideration while evaluating the first phase of activities of FCPF 
and should be retained in the ToRs:  
 
“analysis of  underlying causes of deforestation and degradation inside and outside the forest 
sector including the structure of incentives provided by international trade, aid and 
investments and governance” 
 
c. relationship between FCPF and UNREDD 
  
The ToRs also include an evaluation of the FCPF relationship with UNREDD, notably:     
 
UN-REDD Programme: Does the FCPF take into account possible synergies and overlaps? 
What are the complementarities, and the efforts to develop complementarities, joint learning 
and impacts produced by the FCPF on UN-REDD (and vice versa), with special emphasis on 
countries that are members of both initiatives? 
  
FPP believes that the evaluation should include also an assessment of the harmonization of 
the UNREDD Operational Guidance on Engagement of Indigenous Peoples and how FCPF 
and UNREDD have operated together to ensure that these highest standards would prevail in 
countries where FCPF and UNREDD operate together. (for instance in Indonesia and 
Panama, two of the three REDD countries included in the evaluation).  
  
d. Consultation with indigenous peoples 
  
We understand from the ToR that plans will be developed to consult with Indigenous 
Peoples’ representatives and also with IP observers to the FCPF, and this is important. We 
would suggest hence that in the following section, specific reference to indigenous peoples be 
made by including the text in upper case below:  
  
Stakeholder consultations. Independent stakeholder consultations will be instituted to ensure 
that stakeholder opinions are gathered on all aspects of the FCPF, ensuring that this will reach 
out to governments, civil society, non-governmental organizations INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
 and the private sector, as far as possible. Credible surveys already conducted for gathering 
stakeholder views may be used as appropriate. 
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FPP looks forward learning how the outstanding issues raised above will be reflected in the 
final version of the ToRs.  
 
Best regards 
  
Francesco Martone 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Forest Peoples Programme    


