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The Honourable Datuk Masidi Manjun 
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Environment 

10th Floor, Block B, Wisma MUIS 
88999 Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 

Fax:+60 88 240 533 
 
8th March 2010 
 
 
 
Honorable Minister, 
 
RE: KAIDUAN DAM 
 
Sabah has received many accolades for its concern for the environment, and has positive laws for 
the protection of indigenous peoples� rights to land and identity.   
 
The proposed building of the Kaiduan dam has therefore heightened our concerns in what we 
understand as submerging an irreplaceable pristine environment and displacing a number of 
indigenous communities in the Ulu Papar area of Sabah. 
 
Honorable Minister, your decision to go ahead with the Kaiduan dam will affect the environment 
and the lives of these communities, and this will potentially affect your good name as a caring 
Minister of Environment and also that of your government. 
 
We commend the State government�s caution by first doing a feasibility study on water supply needs 
in Sabah.  However, the appointment of the consultant to do the feasibility study by the contractor 
responsible for the Kaiduan dam construction may not have given you the most transparent answers 
and options.  We respectfully request your office to get another opinion through the upcoming 
nationwide study on water resources.  
 
We are also concerned that the process to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment has 
already been started despite the fact to the communities and the general public that the Kaiduan 
dam project has not received a final approval from the government.  We believe that this could be 
misleading and recommend that sufficient consultations, ensuring full and effective participation, 
and respect for the rights, of these affected communities and the general public will be made prior 
to making a decision. 
 
 
 
 



 

We also think that this will provide an opportunity to get input on other alternatives to resolve 
projected water supply shortage for Kota Kinabalu and surrounding areas. 
 
There are now numerous examples all over the world on how decisive public campaigns and 
government intervention has helped reduce water wastage and therefore avoided costly 
construction of dams and we respectfully request your office to consider all possibilities and 
alternatives in order to avoid the building of the dam and therefore the destruction of the homes of 
these indigenous communities, and this biodiversity-rich area.   
 
Thank you for taking time to consider our concerns and would appreciate your response to our 
letter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
Dr. Marcus Colchester 
Director 
Forest Peoples Programme 
 
 


