
Historical background

The undertaking by the African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights (the African Commission or the Commission) to 
address the rights of indigenous peoples and communities is rela-

-

in the African context. At the 28th Ordinary Session of the African 

Working Group on Indigenous Populations/Communities (the 

-
ingness to consider the question of indigenous peoples’ rights, as 

by indigenous peoples. 
 
Mandate

-
sions. The most recent mandate undertakes to:

-
motion and protection of the rights of indigenous populations/

from interested donors, institutions and NGOs;

-
nications on violations of human rights and fundamental free-
doms of indigenous peoples from all relevant sources, including 
governments, indigenous peoples and their communities and 
organisations;

indigenous populations/communities;

measures and activities to prevent and remedy violations of the 
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous popula-
tions/communities;

Commission; and

and regional human rights mechanisms, institutions and organi-
sations.

Composition

-
ing members:   

Activities and Achievements

Report of the African Commission’s Working Group on indigenous 
populations/communities

explored the concept of indigenous peoples in Africa and to re-

in book format in 2005.

The report examines the criteria for identifying indigenous peoples 
in Africa. It documents the human rights violations that indig-

indigenous peoples, and formulates recommendations to the Afri-

peoples’ human rights. This report represents the key text of the 
Working Group and, through the recommendations that it issues, 
underpins the activities of the Working Group and those of the 
African Commission. 

A careful reading of the full report or the abridged version (avail-
-

interpretation that the African Commission recommends of 



of indigenous African peoples and rights guaranteed under the 

content of this report is available in Information note #5.

Working Group any information about the challenges faced by 

future activities.

-
tion and conduct investigations regarding respect for indigenous 

undertaken by Commissioner members of the Working Group, 

similar objectives: to engage all stakeholders concerned (govern-
ment authorities, national human rights institutions, civil society, 
international agencies and indigenous communities) in debate on 
the rights of indigenous peoples and the strategies intended to 
strengthen their protection. 

The recommendations that the Working Group makes to a State 

the African Commission adopts the Working Group reports, the 
recommendations issued by the Working Group become stan-

rights. They can therefore be cited as legal standards applying to 
all African countries.  

On this subject, it is useful to highlight the outcomes of Working 

Central African 

Republic in 2007, delegates of the Working Group reported 

-

-
bers of the Aka community. In addition, they recommended that 

and similarly the practices akin to slavery, be severely punished 

Gabon

prevent the Pygmies from referring cases to national courts. 
They also added that indigenous peoples face discrimination 

person. They recommended to the government of Gabon that 

doubly vulnerable and recommended to the African Commission 
that it seek to convince the government to ratify the Protocol to 
the African Charter on Women’s Rights.

Uganda -
tion issued recommendations to the government to study the 

that their basic needs be met. In addition, the delegation recom-
mended that attention be given to the “very vulnerable” state of 

Republic of Congo in 
2005, the delegation dedicated a section of its mission report to 

Libya notes that discrimination in 
terms of employment and education relating to identity, culture 

have to become committed Arab nationalists if they are to move 
up the social ladder.

Burundi 

-
sion report.

-
able to refer to the Working Group’s mission reports to provide 
support for the arguments. The Working Group reports can be 



rights of indigenous peoples and individuals. These seminars 
provide an opportunity to initiate dialogue among actors involved 
in defending indigenous peoples’ rights and seek to promote a 
better understanding of the issues and challenges involved in 
protecting those rights. The seminars also facilitate the develop-

of activities among the various actors. Seminars took place in 

planned for 2011.

In 2010, the Working Group prepared an informative video about 

the African Commission; oral interventions by indigenous speak-
ers from various African countries; the human rights situation 

rights of indigenous peoples. 

Partnership

-

-

-
ing on issues relating to the indigenous peoples of Africa. The 

on questions of mutual interest. A further activity is the creation 
of a bulletin aimed at providing information on the activities of the 
Working Group and enabling organisations dedicated to indig-

Contributing to the mandate of the Working Group

As indicated above, the question of the rights of indig-
enous women has not yet been addressed in detail by 
the African Commission and its Working Group. It is up 
to indigenous women themselves, and the organisations 
which support them, to change the situation and ensure 

-
ation. 

It is possible to contribute to the Working Group’s activi-
ties by:

Passing on information about the situation of indigenous
 women and developments at the national level, by letter 
 or email, to the Secretariat of the African Commission,
 for the attention of the Working Group;

Documenting violations of the rights of indigenous 
 women at the national level and sharing evidence with 
 the Commission;

 of the delegation during their visit;

Participating in its awareness-raising activities, if it is 
 possible. 

An example of an intervention by the Forest Peoples 
Programme to the Working Group, regarding the situation 
of indigenous peoples in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo is available at: http://www.forestpeoples.org/
topics/african-human-rights-system/publication/2010/
ngo-report-systematic-pervasive-and-widespread-v.




