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Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

c/o Lene Wendland 

Research and Right to Development Division 

OHCHR, 

CH-1211 Geneva 10 

Switzerland 

7
th

 March 2012 

RE: Call for inputs to the United Nations Secretary-General’s report on business and 

human rights and the UN system 

Dear Lene Wendland, 

Forest Peoples Programme is an international human rights organisation in consultative status 

with the United Nations (ECOSOC). Sawit Watch is an Indonesian NGO which monitors the 

palm oil sector. As organisations engaged in activities related to business and human rights, 

we warmly welcome the unanimous endorsement of the Guiding Principles on Business and 

Human Rights for implementing the UN “Protect, Respect and Remedy” Framework 

(A/HRC/17/31) by the Human Rights Council in resolution A/HRC/RES/17/4. In line with 

Paragraph 11 of resolution 17/4
1
, we wish to draw your attention to the human rights situation 

in oil palm plantations in the hope that this issue can be included in the United Nations 

Secretary-General’s report.  

Globally oil palm plantations continue to expand at a rapid rate. The long signalled problem 

that this expansion is leading to the eviction of indigenous peoples and local communities and 

serious human rights abuses is of serious concern. Underlying many conflicts between 

communities and corporations lie unresolved land disputes as companies routinely acquire 

                                                           
1
 Paragraph 11 of resolution 17/4 “Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on how the United 

Nations system as a whole, including programmes and funds and specialized agencies, can contribute to the 

advancement of the business and human rights agenda and the dissemination and implementation of the 

Guiding Principles, addressing in particular how capacity-building of all relevant actors to this end can best be 

addressed within the United Nations system, to be presented to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-first 

session.” 
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concessions without the Free, Prior and Informed Consent of indigenous peoples and local 

communities, and without providing them with compensation for the takeover of their 

customary lands. Studies show that this situation is now spreading across Southeast Asia and 

to Africa and Latin America. Lack of land security and very limited access to justice means 

that local communities on their own have few means of redress against these systematic 

abuses.  

FPP and its partners have on several occasions raised these issues through UN bodies and 

mechanisms. In July 2007, we raised our concerns about the Indonesian government’s plans 

to establish a 1.8 million hectare oil palm plantation in the heart of Borneo with the 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) under the committee’s 

urgent action procedure.
2
 The CERD expressed strong concerns to the Indonesian 

Government about the lack of effective protection afforded to indigenous peoples’ rights and 

recommended legal reforms before the project went ahead.
3
 Since then in response to a lack 

of replies from the Indonesian Government and further submissions by ourselves,
4
 CERD has 

repeatedly raised further concerns with the Indonesian Government including with the respect 

to the Merauke Integrated Food and Energy Estate (‘MIFEE’) project in Papua, another State-

initiated, agro-industrial mega-project which threatens some 2 million hectares of indigenous 

peoples’ lands.
5
  

Former UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, Rodolfo Stavenhagen, identified plantations in Indonesia as 

placing indigenous peoples “on the verge of completely losing their traditional territories and 

thus of disappearing as distinct peoples”.  With regards to Papua, he explained in his report 

during the Commission on Human Rights at its 61
st
 session in 2005 that “Indigenous people 

in Papua suffer from widespread discrimination that prevents them, in certain ways, to gain 

access into institutions in community, which enable them to make their own decision, such as 

                                                           
2
 Request for Consideration of the Situation of Indigenous Peoples in Kalimantan, Indonesia, under the United 

Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s Urgent Action and Early Warning 

Procedures. Available at 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdjuly07eng.pdf  
3
 Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: Indonesia. Seventy-

first session Geneva, 30 July-18 August 2007. Available at 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdconclobsaug07eng.pdf  
4
 Request for Consideration of the Situation of Indigenous Peoples in Merauke, Papua Province, Indonesia, 

under the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s Urgent Action and Early 

Warning Procedures. 31 July 2011. Available at 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20Merauke%2

0Indonesia%20July%2031%202011%20Final.pdf  

Request for Further Consideration of the Situation of the Indigenous Peoples of Merauke, Papua Province, 

Indonesia, and Indigenous Peoples in Indonesia in General, under UN CERD’s Urgent Action and Early 

Warning Procedures. 6 February 2012. Available at 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2012/02/2012-cerd-80th-session-ua-update-final.pdf 
5
 UN CERD formal communication to the Permanent Mission of Indonesia regarding allegations of threatening 

and imminent irreparable harm for indigenous peoples in Merauke District related to the MIFEE project. 2 

September 2011. Available at 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/09/cerduaindonesia02092011fm.pdf  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdjuly07eng.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdconclobsaug07eng.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20Merauke%20Indonesia%20July%2031%202011%20Final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20Merauke%20Indonesia%20July%2031%202011%20Final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2012/02/2012-cerd-80th-session-ua-update-final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/09/cerduaindonesia02092011fm.pdf
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in education, treatment, health, equal earning/income, public view of women, and self-

respect, although there exists the Papua Adat Council and Papuan People Assembly.”
6
  

Likewise, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Olivier de Schutter, also stated on 

11
th

 June 2009 that “indigenous peoples are especially vulnerable and often suffer irreparable 

harm in connection with land-grabbing, and emphasizes the need for full adherence to their 

rights, in particular as affirmed in the 2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples.”
7
 The national indigenous peoples’ organisation of Indonesia, AMAN’s statement 

read to the ninth session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues explains the 

gravity of the situation and calls the MIFEE project “unacceptable”.
8
 

The lack of response from the Indonesia government to the recommendations issued by UN 

bodies reinforces the need for the private sector to make itself accountable and to recognise 

and protect human rights in its operations. The Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) 

requires that member companies respect communities’ legal and customary land rights and 

ensure that no developments take place on their lands without their Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent (FPIC). FPP and SW and our partners have been actively using the RSPO’s redress 

mechanisms to try to forestall further problems and human rights abuses. 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC)’s complaints body, the Compliance Advisory 

Ombudsman (CAO) has also been appealed to by FPP and SW, with other NGOs and 

communities, to resolve land disputes and assess the extent to which IFC staff are adhering to 

the Performance Standards of the IFC, of which several palm oil companies are long-term 

recipients of financial support. A damning audit by the CAO showed that IFC staff had 

allowed financial considerations to override their social and environmental standards. The 

findings coupled with appeals by civil society organisations persuaded World Bank President, 

Robert Zoellick, to freeze all World Bank funding world-wide for the palm oil sector while 

World Bank and IFC staff agreed a framework and more detailed strategy designed to ensure 

future investments only take place in a favourable environment where, inter alia, land issues 

will be addressed prior to further investments, and which is designed to complement the 

standards of the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). 

While such actions are welcome, the wider pattern of land conflict can only be resolved by 

more fundamental reforms of national laws, policy and procedure, which ensure respect for 

the rights of indigenous peoples and rural communities by the agribusiness sector. In late 

November 2011, a high-level workshop was convened in Bali, Indonesia, to review the state 

of agribusiness in Southeast Asia and its impact on the state of human rights protections in 

the region. The workshop was convened by the Indonesian National Commission on Human 

Rights (KOMNAS HAM) and supporting NGOs SawitWatch and Forest Peoples Programme, 

and involved as participants the National Human Rights Commissions of the Southeast Asian 

region, notable academics, representatives of indigenous peoples, as well as members of 

supportive national and international NGOs.  

                                                           
6
 See R. Stavenhagen, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of 

indigenous people, Oral Statement to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Sixth Session, 21 May 

2007, at p. 3. 
7
 See Large-scale land acquisitions and leases: A set of core principles and measures to address the human 

rights challenge. Mr. Olivier De Schutter, Special Rapporteur on the right to food, 2009. 
8
 Statement of AMAN to the ninth session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 23 April 2010. 

Available at: http://www.aman.or.id/in/masyarakat-adat/masalah-masyarakat-adat/179.html. 
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The workshop sought to lay the basis for the development of regional human rights standards 

for agricultural expansion in Southeast Asia with particular reference to palm oil and to 

identify opportunities for using plural legal approaches for securing rights, especially in land, 

of indigenous peoples and other customary law communities. The workshop also sought to 

explore the extent to which current legal, institutional and policy frameworks ensure that 

companies meet their agreed responsibility to observe human rights standards in line with the 

agreed 'Protect, Respect and Remedy' approach. 

The resulting Bali Declaration on Agribusiness and Human Rights (available in Annex 1) 

presents a comprehensive framework of action to explore the sensitive and delicate issues 

regarding legal reforms of national laws and policies relating to land tenure, agrarian reform, 

land use planning and land acquisition so that they comply fully with their countries’ human 

rights obligations, including the right to food, the right of all peoples to freely dispose of their 

natural wealth and resources, and the right not to be deprived of their means of subsistence. 

Particular mention is made in the Declaration of the rights of indigenous peoples, women, 

workers, children and migrant populations. 

We respectfully recommend that the issues raised by the expansion of oil palm plantations in 

Southeast Asia and elsewhere around the world be included in the UN Secretary-General’s 

report. A list of publications relevant to the human rights issues highlighted above is 

available in Annex 2 for your further perusal. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Marcus Colchester 

Director 

Forest Peoples Programme  

 

 

Abetnego Tarigan 

Executive Director 

SawitWatch 
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Annex 1: Bali Declaration 

Bali Declaration 

on Human Rights and Agribusiness in Southeast Asia 

 

The international meeting of South East Asian Human Rights Institutions on ‘Human Rights 

and Business: Plural Legal Approaches to Conflict Resolution, Institutional Strengthening 

and Legal Reform’ hosted by the Indonesian National Human Rights Commission 

(KOMNASHAM) was held in Bali, Indonesia, from 28th November to 1st December 2011. It 

was attended by 58 participants from the national human rights institutions of the Southeast 

Asian region, notable academics, representatives of indigenous peoples, as well as members 

of supportive national and international NGOs. The meeting focused on the challenges of 

ensuring respect for the rights of indigenous peoples and rural communities in the context of 

a rapid expansion of agribusiness, notably the palm oil sector, while recognising the right to 

development and the need to improve the welfare and situation of indigenous peoples and 

rural communities.  

The participants expressed their thanks to the Indonesian Commission on Human Rights 

(KOMNASHAM), as represented by Ifdhal Kasim and Nur Kholis, Chairman and Vice-

Chairman of the Commission respectively, for inspiring and hosting this meeting: and also 

convey their warm appreciation to SawitWatch, the Forest Peoples Programme, the Centre 

for Peoples and Forests, the Samdhana Institute and the Rights and Resources Initiative for 

co-organising and supporting this meeting. They welcomed the Statements of the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Olivier de Schutter, and the Member of the UN Permanent 

Forum on Indigenous Issues, Raja Devasish Roy.  

The International Conference adopted the following Declaration to be known as the: 

 

Bali Declaration on Human Rights and Agribusiness in Southeast Asia 

 

Recalling the inherent dignity, equal and inalienable rights of all human beings, the need for 

universal and effective recognition of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the 

promotion of social progress and better standards of life in larger freedoms, as expressed in 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

Recalling the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelatedness of all human 

rights; 

Emphasising the importance of respecting the collective rights of peoples and the 

development aspirations of people in developing countries, as set out in inter alia the UN 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the UN Declaration on the Right to 

Development;  
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Taking account of the Edinburgh Declaration which encouraged the International 

Coordinating Committee (ICC) of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRI) and individual 

National Human Rights Institutions to consider the practical functions they can fulfil in 

promoting enhanced protection against corporate-related human rights abuses, greater 

accountability and respect for human rights by business actors, access to justice for victims 

and establishing multi-stakeholder approaches;  

Welcoming the UN Human Rights Council’s continuing engagement with the business and 

human rights agenda, particularly through the Working Group on Human Rights and 

Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises, which follows the work of the 

UN Secretary General’s Special Representative on Human Rights and Transnational 

Corporations and Other Business Enterprises; the greater understanding and clarity about the 

appropriate roles and responsibilities of States and business with regard to human rights and 

the right of victims to access remedy emanating from the “Protect, Respect, Remedy” 

Framework; 

Recognising that the right to food implies that States take measures to ensure the availability 

of food in a quantity and quality sufficient to satisfy the dietary needs of individuals, free 

from adverse substances, and acceptable within their own cultures and that access to such 

food must be achieved in ways that are sustainable and do not interfere with the enjoyment of 

other human rights;
9
  

Emphasising the findings of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food which highlight 

the threat to the right to food from large-scale land investments and show that because of 

inequitable access to land and capital, smallholders and agricultural labourers make up a 

combined 70% of those who are unable to feed themselves today and recommend that States 

and the private sector adopt enforceable laws, policies and procedures that respect the rights 

of indigenous peoples and rural communities to their lands and livelihoods and protect the 

rights and interests of smallholders, workers and women;
10

 

Taking into consideration the recommendations of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous 

Issues, which note the need for corporations to adopt special measures to ensure that their 

operations respect the collective rights of indigenous peoples, especially where national legal 

frameworks are deficient;
11

 

Recalling the report of the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on 

‘indigenous peoples and the right to participate in decision-making’ which stresses the 

importance of State parties ensuring that corporations respect the rights of indigenous peoples 

to give or withhold their free, prior and informed consent to operations that may affect their 

rights;
12

 

Noting with grave concern the numerous reports from the UN, the World Bank, the 

International Finance Corporation (IFC), National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs), the 

media and civil society organisations which show that accelerated investment and poor 

governance is leading to the ill-regulated expansion of agribusiness in the region, especially 

oil palm, which is: causing serious violations of human rights; prompting the massive 
                                                           
9
 E/C.12/1999/5, 12

th
 May 1999 

10
 A/HRC/13/33, 22

nd
 December 2009 

11
 E/C.19/2007/CRP.6, 7

th
 May 2007 

12
 A/HRC/18/42, 17

th
 August 2011 
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takeover of indigenous peoples’ and rural communities’ lands without consultation or 

consent; provoking serious long term land conflicts and outbreaks of violence; leading to 

exploitative relations and other abuses of the rights of smallholders, migrants, workers, 

women, children, the elderly and detainees; the impoverishment of previously self-

provisioning communities and peoples;  and; leading to the destruction of forests and 

peatlands and high emissions of greenhouse gases. 

Recognising the efforts of financial institutions, development agencies, investors and sectoral 

bodies to develop voluntary standards consistent with international norms to improve 

corporate performance, including the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) ‘Voluntary 

Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests’; the 

FAO, the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the World Bank and the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) ‘Principles for 

Responsible Agricultural Investment that Respects Rights Livelihoods and Resources’; the 

‘Farmland Principles’ of major global investors and; the Principles and Criteria of the 

Roundtable of Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO); 

Considering, however, that such measures must be complemented by actions by States to 

comply fully with their human rights obligations, including the right to food, the right of all 

peoples to freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources, and the right not to be 

deprived of the means of subsistence; 

Considering that, while in the Americas there is a full functioning human rights system, 

including the Inter-American Commission and Court of Human Rights and that in Africa the 

African Union, African Development Bank and the Economic Commission for Africa have 

adopted a ‘Framework and Guidelines on Land Policy in Africa- a framework to strengthen 

land rights, enhance productivity and secure livelihoods’ consistent with the African Union’s 

‘African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights’, in (Southeast) Asia there is lack of a 

dedicated regional human rights system or regional norms on land development;  

Acknowledging that the majority of States in Southeast Asia have ratified the core human 

rights treaties and / or have constitutional and other national legal provisions, which 

recognise that custom is a source of rights, and these plural legal regimes need to be 

strengthened to give greater protection of rights;   

Concerned by the lack of respect of peoples’ rights by corporations, the fact that in many 

countries indigenous peoples’ rights remain weakly recognised or unprotected and that 

government capacity to defend these peoples’ rights is lacking;  

Concludes therefore that there is an urgent need for States in Southeast Asia to protect, 

respect and secure the rights of indigenous peoples and rural communities whose rights are 

being violated by agribusiness investment and the operations of palm oil corporations. 

The Conference therefore resolves: 

To work with governments, legislatures and corporations in Southeast Asia to ensure that 

they take urgent steps to reform or reinforce national laws and policies relating to land tenure, 

agrarian reform, land use planning and land acquisition so that they comply fully with their 

countries’ human rights obligations, including the right to food, the right of all peoples to 
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freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources, and the right not to be deprived of their 

means of subsistence.  

We therefore recommend the following. 

Right to food: 

States need to accept that the right to food may be violated when people are denied access to 

land, fishing or hunting grounds, or are deprived of access to adequate and culturally 

acceptable food or by the contamination of food and water sources. 

States therefore need to take measures to protect people’s rights in land and allow land 

owners to decide on the use of their lands taking into account their own livelihoods and, 

environments. 

Recognising that peoples have diverse cultures and may relate to land in very different ways, 

States therefore have an obligation to respect collective property rights over lands, territories 

and resources, the right to culture and the right to self determination (including the right to 

pursue their own economic, cultural and social development). 

States likewise have an obligation to protect certain activities that are essential to obtaining 

food (e.g. agriculture, hunting, gathering, fishing) and an obligation to provide or ensure a 

minimum level of essential food that is culturally appropriate.  

Land rights: 

In reviewing their land tenure regimes, national governments and legislatures need to review 

and revise or reinforce their national policies and laws on agricultural development and land 

acquisition to ensure that they respect the rights of indigenous peoples and rural communities 

and do not facilitate the denial of people’s rights to food, to land and to free, prior and 

informed consent. 

In revising their tenure systems, State should recognise that, while security of tenure is indeed 

crucial, individual titling, poverty eradication and the creation of a market for land may not 

be the most appropriate means to achieve it.  

Instead, States should, where relevant strengthen, customary land tenure systems and review 

or reinforce tenancy laws to improve the protection of land users.  

Drawing on the lessons learned from decades of agrarian reform, States must pay renewed 

attention to policies and procedures of land redistribution to ensure that they respect peoples’ 

rights to food, livelihood, cultural identity and self-determination. These reforms must be 

accompanied by measures to support smallholder farmers, indigenous people, and women to 

promote food security.  
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Land development schemes/programmes/mechanisms/projects must be designed in ways that 

do not lead to evictions, disruptive shifts in land rights and increased land concentration in 

the hands of corporations.
13

 

While many land development programmes and policies focus on areas considered to be 

‘empty’, ‘marginal’ or ‘degraded’, States should recognize that there are few areas truly 

unoccupied or unclaimed, and that frequently land classified as such is in fact subject to long-

standing rights of use, access and management based on custom. Failure to recognize such 

rights will deprive local communities and indigenous peoples of key resources on which their 

wealth and livelihoods depend. 

Free, Prior and Informed Consent: 

States must ensure respect for the right, of those with customary rights to lands and other 

resources, to give or withhold their free, prior and informed consent to operations planned on 

their lands. Such consent should be conveyed through their own freely chosen representative 

institutions. Any written agreements should be credible, transparent, fully implemented and 

agreed to by all parties involved. 

Where rural communities have individualised rights in land through statutory law, land 

administration schemes, agrarian reforms and court decisions, all transactions in land should 

be regulated by impartial State agencies to ensure adherence to the ‘willing buyer/ willing 

seller’ principle. 

States must exercise a Human Rights-based Approach (HRBA) to agribusiness expansion, 

limit the exercise of their power of eminent domain, and only forcibly acquire lands where: 

there is compelling justification in the national interest;
 14

 the gains expected are proportional 

to the losses; where sanctioned by previously existing law; where the development option is 

the least restrictive of human rights and; where such measures do not endanger peoples’ very 

survival.
15

   

                                                           
13

 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food to the UN General Assembly A/65/281, 11
th

 August 

2010. 
14

 With reference to the plans of the Indonesian Government to establish a 1.8 m ha. palm oil plantation in the 

centre of Borneo, the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination recommended that: State 

party should amend its domestic laws, regulations and practices to ensure that the concepts of national interest, 

modernization and economic and social development are defined in a participatory way, encompass world 

views and interests of all groups living on its territory, and are not used as a justification to override the rights 

of indigenous peoples, in accordance with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 23 (1997) on 

indigenous peoples (UN Doc. CERD/C/IDN/CO/3 15th August 2007). 
15

 According to human rights law, the term 'survival’ must be understood as the ability of indigenous peoples “to 

preserve, protect and guarantee the special relationship that they have with their territory, so that they may 

continue living their traditional way of life, and that their distinct cultural identity, social structure, economic 

system, customs, beliefs and traditions are respected, guaranteed and protected. That is, the term survival in this 

context signifies much more than physical survival.” See, inter alia, United Nations Human Rights Committee, 

Angela Poma Poma v. Peru, CCPR/C/95/D/1457/2006, 24 April 2009; Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 

Saramaka People v. Suriname. Interpretation of the Judgment on Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations 

and Costs. Judgment of 12 August 2008. Series C No. 185; African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 

Centre for Minority Rights Development (Kenya) and Minority Rights Group International on behalf of 

Endorois Welfare Council v Kenya (February 2010). 
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Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from their lands or territories. No relocation 

shall take place without the free, prior and informed consent and after agreement on just and 

fair compensation and, where possible, with the option of return.  

Right to personal integrity and security: 

States must ensure that there is rule of law, humane treatment and a peaceful environment in 

agribusiness development areas, and must secure people against violence and arbitrary arrest 

and prohibit the use by agribusiness ventures of mercenaries, privately contracted police and 

para-militaries. 

Smallholders and community options: 

States must also balance policies and laws which allow corporate investment in land 

development, with laws and policies which promote indigenous peoples’ customary 

management systems, community-based initiatives and smallholders’ participation.  

To achieve this balance, States must take measures to ensure that smallholders: capture a fair 

proportion of the value of their products; are able to represent themselves through their own 

freely chosen representatives or organisations; are able to organise freely as cooperatives or 

other farmers’ organisations to improve their access to capital, technical assistance and 

markets and;  

are able to choose the terms on which they agree or not to sell their produce to larger 

enterprises. Effective measures are also needed to identify and prohibit unfair practices and to 

reinforce the bargaining power of smallholders in order to equalize their relationships with 

the agribusiness sector. This can be achieved by prohibiting practices that constitute an undue 

exercise of buyer power and by combating excessive concentration in the food chain and 

abuses of dominant positions (including through competition regimes sensitive to excessive 

buyer power and competition authorities with effective complaints mechanisms). 

Effective measures are also needed to avoid conditions conducive to debt slavery and other 

contemporary forms of slavery. Therefore, where companies provide credit, technical 

assistance and/ or markets for smallholders and workers, whether through contracts or 

informal arrangements, it is essential that there is full transparency and an absence of 

coercion in all transactions affecting smallholders and workers.  

Workers: 

States must improve the protection of local and indigenous agricultural workers by ratifying 

and fully complying with all ILO conventions and the ASEAN Declaration on the Promotion 

and Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers relevant to the agrifood sector, and seeing 

these are implemented through national laws and regulations, and by ensuring that legislation 

sets a minimum wage. 

Women: 

In accordance with the principles of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 

against Women (CEDAW), given that women are often disadvantaged in agricultural 

development schemes, States must take measures to combat discrimination and provide equal 
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opportunities to women and strengthen women’s access to, and control over, land while 

respecting family and other social networks, and cultural diversity and increase their 

participation in decision-making processes.  

Children: 

In accordance with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, States should adopt 

measures to ensure that children are; raised in a context of non-discrimination; have their best 

interests secured; afforded protection and opportunities for development, and; participate in 

all matters which affect them so that their views are taken into account, in accordance with 

the General Recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on indigenous 

children. States must take urgent action to recognise the rights of, and provide identity and 

support for, Stateless children born out of wedlock in plantations due to unjust laws which 

prevent plantations workers to marry. 

Dispute Resolution:  

Considering that protracted land disputes between expanding agricultural development 

projects and rural communities and indigenous peoples are prevalent throughout the region, 

there is an urgent need for strengthened dispute resolution mechanisms in line with 

international human rights standards, including the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples.
16

  As recommended by the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, 

these should be tripartite processes which include indigenous peoples or rural communities, 

represented through their own freely chosen representative institutions and/or mediators and 

alternative dispute resolution mechanisms, the companies with which they are in dispute and 

government agencies with responsibility to regulate land issues.   

Access to Justice: 

Affected people also need access to justice and States must ensure the integrity and proper 

functioning of law enforcement agencies, courts and the independence of the judiciary. Due 

provision needs to be made for indigenous peoples to exercise their customary law, but also 

have access to effective conflict resolution mechanisms, including local and national courts 

where needed. States must ensure transparency and access to information, freedom of 

expression and freedom of assembly. 

Impact Assessments: 

States must also ensure that companies and investors carry out through public participation,  

publish and share with implicated parties participatory social and environmental impact 

assessments taking into account the Akwe:Kon Guidelines of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity;
17

 

States must also strengthen their regulatory and monitoring mechanisms for land investments 

in agri-business through requiring human rights impact assessments. National Human Rights 

                                                           
16

 It is a norm of international law that violations of human rights give rise to a right of reparation for victims, 

which may include restitution, compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition (Theo 

Van Boven, 1993, The Right to Restitution, Compensation and Rehabilitation for Victims of Gross Violations of 

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Final Report 1993 in UN doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/8). 
17

 The Akwe: Kon Guidelines may be found at http://www.biodiv.org/doc/publications/akwe-brochureen.pdf 
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Institutions should develop robust systems both for assessing licences for agribusiness against 

human rights standards and for exacting sanctions.  

Right to Development and Human Rights: 

States must ensure that in taking steps to secure people’s right to development,
18

 they 

recognize that, in conformity with the 1993 Vienna World Conference on Human Rights, 

while development facilitates the enjoyment of all human rights, the ‘lack of development 

may not be invoked to justify the abridgement of internationally recognized human rights’.
19

 

Ratification of Human Rights Instruments: 

States must ratify all relevant international human rights treaties and relevant optional 

protocols, and take steps to harmonise them with domestic laws.  

 

Adopted by acclamation in Bali, 1
st
 December 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
18

 UN Declaration on the Right to Development. UN Doc. A/RES/41/128 4th December 1986 
19

 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights on 25th 

June 1993, Part I, at para. 10. UN Doc. A/CONF.157/23, 12th July 1993. 
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Annex 2: Forest Peoples Programme Oil Palm and Human Rights Publications, 

Correspondence and News 2005-2012 

 

A) UN CERD submissions and communications 

Request for Further Consideration of the Situation of the Indigenous Peoples of Merauke, 

Papua Province, Indonesia, and Indigenous Peoples in Indonesia in General, under UN 

CERD’s Urgent Action and Early Warning Procedures. 6 February 2012. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2012/02/2012-cerd-80th-session-ua-

update-final.pdf  

UN CERD formal communication to the Permanent Mission of Indonesia regarding 

allegations of threatening and imminent irreparable harm for indigenous peoples in 

Merauke District related to the MIFEE project. 2 September 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/09/cerduaindonesia02092011fm

.pdf  

 Request for Consideration of the Situation of Indigenous Peoples in Merauke, Papua 

Province, Indonesia, under the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination’s Urgent Action and Early Warning Procedures. 31 July 2011. 

Cover letter: 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/CVR%20LTR%20EW_UA%20In

digenous%20Peoples.pdf  

Submission: 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peopl

es%20Merauke%20Indonesia%20July%2031%202011%20Final.pdf  

Submission to the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 

(CERD) concerning threats of irreparable harm to customary land and resource rights in 

Papua New Guinea. The Centre for Environmental Law and Community Rights (CELCOR) 

/ Friends of the Earth PNG, the Bismark Ramu Group, Greenpeace Australia Pacific and the 

Forest Peoples Programme (FPP). February 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/submission-committee-

elimination-all-forms-racial-discriminati 

Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: 

Indonesia. Seventy-first session Geneva, 30 July-18 August 2007. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdconclobsaug07

eng.pdf  

Request for Consideration of the Situation of Indigenous Peoples in Kalimantan, 

Indonesia, under the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination’s Urgent Action and Early Warning Procedures. July 2007. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdjuly07eng.pdf 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2012/02/2012-cerd-80th-session-ua-update-final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2012/02/2012-cerd-80th-session-ua-update-final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/09/cerduaindonesia02092011fm.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/09/cerduaindonesia02092011fm.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/CVR%20LTR%20EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/CVR%20LTR%20EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20Merauke%20Indonesia%20July%2031%202011%20Final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2011/08/EW_UA%20Indigenous%20Peoples%20Merauke%20Indonesia%20July%2031%202011%20Final.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/submission-committee-elimination-all-forms-racial-discriminati
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/submission-committee-elimination-all-forms-racial-discriminati
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdconclobsaug07eng.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdconclobsaug07eng.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/indonesiacerdjuly07eng.pdf
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B) Palm oil and human rights in Southeast Asia 

Press Release: Palm Oil Need Not Harm Environment or Local Communities, says New 

Study. Forest Peoples Programme, SawitWatch, RECOFTC- The Center for People and 

Forests, and the Samdhana Institute. 21 November 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/11/press-release-palm-oil-

need-not-harm-environment-or-local-communit 

Oil Palm Expansion in South East Asia: Trends and implications for local communities 

and indigenous peoples. 18 November 2011. 

 http://www.forestpeoples.org/oil-palm-expansion-in-south-east-asia-trends-implications-

local-communities-indigenous-peoples    

Press Release: New Report Exposes Human Rights Abuses in Wilmar Group Plantation in 

Jambi, Indonesia. Forest Peoples Programme, SawitWatch and HuMa. 21 November 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/11/press-release-new-report-

exposes-human-rights-abuses-wilmar-group- 

Human rights abuses and land conflicts in the PT Asiatic Persada concession in Jambi: 

Report of an independent investigation into land disputes and forced evictions in a palm oil 

estate. Marcus Colchester, Patrick Anderson, Asep Yunan Firdaus, Fatilda Hasibuan and 

Sophie Chao. Forest Peoples Programme, SawitWatch and HuMa. 18 November 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/human-rights-abuses-

and-land-conflicts-pt-asiatic-persada-conc 

Wilmar International clarification to FPP letter regarding reports of violence in PT Asiatik 

Persada oil palm concessions in Jambi province, Sumatera, Indonesia. 5 September 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/clarification-complaints-

rspo.pdf 

Verification Report of “Suku Anak Dalam’ Community Settlement Demolition within the 

Land Use Area (Hak Guna Usaha - HGU) of PT Asiatic Persada. PT. TÜV Rheinland 

Indonesia. 30 August, 2011. 

Letter from FPP to Wilmar International regarding reports of violence in the PT Asiatik 

Persada oil palm concession area in Jambi Province, Sumatera, Indonesia. August 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/fpp-letter-wilmar-august-

20112.pdf 

Precedent-setting land deal in palm oil expansion zone in Borneo. Forest Peoples 

Programme E-Newsletter April 2011.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/04/precedent-setting-land-deal-

palm-oil-expansion-zone-borneo 

Indonesia: police shootings in palm oil estates. Forest Peoples Programme E-Newsletter 

February 2011.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/02/indonesia-police-shootings-

palm-oil-estates 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/11/press-release-palm-oil-need-not-harm-environment-or-local-communit
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/11/press-release-palm-oil-need-not-harm-environment-or-local-communit
http://www.forestpeoples.org/oil-palm-expansion-in-south-east-asia-trends-implications-local-communities-indigenous-peoples
http://www.forestpeoples.org/oil-palm-expansion-in-south-east-asia-trends-implications-local-communities-indigenous-peoples
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/11/press-release-new-report-exposes-human-rights-abuses-wilmar-group-
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/11/press-release-new-report-exposes-human-rights-abuses-wilmar-group-
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/human-rights-abuses-and-land-conflicts-pt-asiatic-persada-conc
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/human-rights-abuses-and-land-conflicts-pt-asiatic-persada-conc
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/clarification-complaints-rspo.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/clarification-complaints-rspo.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/fpp-letter-wilmar-august-20112.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/fpp-letter-wilmar-august-20112.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/04/precedent-setting-land-deal-palm-oil-expansion-zone-borneo
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/04/precedent-setting-land-deal-palm-oil-expansion-zone-borneo
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/02/indonesia-police-shootings-palm-oil-estates
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/02/indonesia-police-shootings-palm-oil-estates
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Ensuring respect for ‘Free, Prior and Informed Consent’ in Indonesia. Forest Peoples 

Programme E-Newsletter February 2011.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/environmental-governance/news/2011/02/ensuring-

respect-free-prior-and-informed-consent-indone 

Palm oil and indigenous peoples in South East Asia. Forest Peoples Programme, 

International Land Coalition (ILC). 17 January, 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/palm-oil-and-

indigenous-peoples-south-east-asia 

Malaysia - FPP and SawitWatch query government oil palm policy. 9 December 2010. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/12/letterdatukbernardgilukdom

poksarawakmalaysiadec2010.pdf 

Smallholder reportedly shot dead while defending rights against palm oil plantation 

company in Indonesia. Forest Peoples Programme, 11 June, 2010. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/07/smallholder-reportedly-

shot-dead-while-defending-rights-against-pa 

Indonesia Local Press Alerts - "6 people shot by BRIMOB (Mobile Brigade/Semi-Military 

Police) in conflict between villagers of Karang Mendapo and PT Kresna Duta Agroindo 

(SMART - Sinar Mas Group)" & "Jambi: Police clash with students - 4 students hurt". 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/01/indonesia-local-press-alerts-

6-people-shot-brimob-mobile-brigadese 

Pressure mounts on Sarawak natives. Forest Peoples Programme E-Newsletter March 2010. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/11/pressure-mounts-sarawak-

natives 

 HSBC and the palm oil sector in South East Asia: towards accountability. Forest Peoples 

Programme with Profundo. November 2008. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/guiding-principles/free-prior-and-informed-consent-

fpic/publication/2010/hsbc-and-palm-oil-sector-so  

Land is life: Land rights and oil palm development in Sarawak. Forest Peoples Programme. 

November 2007.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/land-life-land-rights-and-

oil-palm-development-sarawak 

Promised Land: Palm oil and land acquisition in Indonesia – Implications for local 

communities and indigenous peoples. Forest Peoples Programme, World Agroforestry 

Centre, HuMa and SawitWatch. November 2006.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/promised-land-palm-oil-

and-land-acquisition-indonesia-implicat 

Dayak leaders’ memories and dreams. Report on a survey of oil palm plantations and 

indigenous peoples in West Kalimantan. Forest Peoples Programme. July 2005. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/responsible-finance/publication/2010/dayak-leaders-

memories-and-dreams 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/environmental-governance/news/2011/02/ensuring-respect-free-prior-and-informed-consent-indone
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/environmental-governance/news/2011/02/ensuring-respect-free-prior-and-informed-consent-indone
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/palm-oil-and-indigenous-peoples-south-east-asia
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/palm-oil-and-indigenous-peoples-south-east-asia
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/12/letterdatukbernardgilukdompoksarawakmalaysiadec2010.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/12/letterdatukbernardgilukdompoksarawakmalaysiadec2010.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/07/smallholder-reportedly-shot-dead-while-defending-rights-against-pa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/07/smallholder-reportedly-shot-dead-while-defending-rights-against-pa
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/01/indonesia-local-press-alerts-6-people-shot-brimob-mobile-brigadese
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/01/indonesia-local-press-alerts-6-people-shot-brimob-mobile-brigadese
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/11/pressure-mounts-sarawak-natives
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/11/pressure-mounts-sarawak-natives
http://www.forestpeoples.org/guiding-principles/free-prior-and-informed-consent-fpic/publication/2010/hsbc-and-palm-oil-sector-so
http://www.forestpeoples.org/guiding-principles/free-prior-and-informed-consent-fpic/publication/2010/hsbc-and-palm-oil-sector-so
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/land-life-land-rights-and-oil-palm-development-sarawak
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/land-life-land-rights-and-oil-palm-development-sarawak
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/promised-land-palm-oil-and-land-acquisition-indonesia-implicat
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/promised-land-palm-oil-and-land-acquisition-indonesia-implicat
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/responsible-finance/publication/2010/dayak-leaders-memories-and-dreams
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/responsible-finance/publication/2010/dayak-leaders-memories-and-dreams
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C) International Finance Corporation (IFC) Compliance/Advisor Ombudsman 

(CAO) and the World Bank 

Forest Peoples Programme's and allies' letter to International Finance Corporation 

Compliance Advisory Ombudsman - 3rd Complaint about Wilmar International. 9 

November 2011.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/fpp-and-allies-ifc-cao-3rd-

complaint-re-wilmar-nov-2011.pdf 

Response from International Finance Corporation Compliance Advisory Ombudsman 

(CAO) confirms FPP's and allies' 3rd Complaint about Wilmar International meets CAO's 

eligibility criteria for further assessment. 17 November 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/2011november-17-ltr-cao-

complainants-complaint-meets-eligibility.pdf 

World Bank lifts suspension on financing palm oil. Forest Peoples Programme E-

Newsletter April 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/04/world-bank-lifts-

suspension-financing-palm-oil 

FPP Letter to UK Executive Director of the World Bank regarding 9th Draft of World 

Bank Framework and IFC Strategy for Engagement in the Palm Oil Sector. March 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/04/fpp-letter-exec-dir-world-

bank-re-palm-oil-march-2011.pdf 

New World Bank palm oil strategy under scrutiny. Forest Peoples Programme E-Newsletter 

February 2011. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/02/new-world-bank-palm-oil-

strategy-under-scrutiny 

The Face of the Future? Palm oil development and the International Finance 

Corporation. Forest Peoples Programme, SawitWatch, IMP and Sarekat Hijau Indonesia. 6 

February 2011. http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/face-

future-palm-oil-development-and-international-finance-cor 

World Bank response to joint NGO letter concerning palm oil sector, September 2010. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/10/ifcwbpalmoilletsep10eng_4.

pdf 

Letter from FPP and NGOs to World Bank Group regarding palm oil sector concerns. 
September 2010. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/10/ifcwbpalmoilfromfppngoslet

sep10eng.pdf 

Press Release - World Bank palm oil strategy is reckless, say NGOs. Forest Peoples 

Programme, Urgewald, and SawitWatch. 30 August, 2010. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2010/08/Press_Info_Palm_Oil_World_Ban

k_27Aug2010.pdf 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/fpp-and-allies-ifc-cao-3rd-complaint-re-wilmar-nov-2011.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/fpp-and-allies-ifc-cao-3rd-complaint-re-wilmar-nov-2011.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/2011november-17-ltr-cao-complainants-complaint-meets-eligibility.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/11/2011november-17-ltr-cao-complainants-complaint-meets-eligibility.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/04/world-bank-lifts-suspension-financing-palm-oil
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/04/world-bank-lifts-suspension-financing-palm-oil
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/04/fpp-letter-exec-dir-world-bank-re-palm-oil-march-2011.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/04/fpp-letter-exec-dir-world-bank-re-palm-oil-march-2011.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/02/new-world-bank-palm-oil-strategy-under-scrutiny
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2011/02/new-world-bank-palm-oil-strategy-under-scrutiny
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/face-future-palm-oil-development-and-international-finance-cor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/face-future-palm-oil-development-and-international-finance-cor
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/10/ifcwbpalmoilletsep10eng_4.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/10/ifcwbpalmoilletsep10eng_4.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/10/ifcwbpalmoilfromfppngosletsep10eng.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/10/ifcwbpalmoilfromfppngosletsep10eng.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2010/08/Press_Info_Palm_Oil_World_Bank_27Aug2010.pdf
http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/news/2010/08/Press_Info_Palm_Oil_World_Bank_27Aug2010.pdf
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Comments from Indigenous Peoples, Smallholders and NGOs on the consultation draft 

'The World Bank Group's Framework for Engagement in the Palm Oil Sector'. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/comments-indigenous-

peoples-smallholders-and-ngos-consultation 

Palm Oil and the International Finance Corporation (IFC) – Update. Forest Peoples 

Programme E-Newsletter July 2010.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/10/palm-oil-and-international-

finance-corporation-ifc-update 

Press release - World Bank in too much of a hurry to restart palm oil funding. Consortium 

of over one hundred indigenous peoples’, oil palm smallholders’, and nongovernmental 

organisations. 11 May, 2010. 

 http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/08/press-release-world-bank-

too-much-hurry-restart-palm-oil-funding 

Joint Statement of Indigenous Peoples, Smallholders and NGOs to IFC Consultation on 

Palm Oil. 3 May 2010. Forest Peoples Programme and SawitWatch. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/joint-statement-

indigenous-peoples-smallholders-and-ngos-ifc-c 

IFC loans to Wilmar Trading/Wilmar International in apparent contravention of IFC 

procedures and policies. Forest Peoples Programme and NGOs. July 2007. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/ifc-loans-wilmar-

tradingwilmar-international-apparent-contrave 

World Bank agrees to suspend funding for palm oil sector in response to NGO critique – 

update. Forest Peoples Programme E-Newsletter October 2009. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/10/world-bank-agrees-

suspend-funding-palm-oil-sector-response-ngo-cri 

Letter to the IFC Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO) from Forest Peoples 

Programme and other complainants regarding process issues relating to the first Wilmar 

complaint (of 2007). March 2009. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2010/08/ifcwilmarcaofppletmar09eng

.pdf 

Serious setbacks in IFC’s handling of complaints about its support for Wilmar CAO 

admission of validity of NGO complaint regarding Wilmar ignored by IFC. December 

2008.  

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2011/serious-setbacks-ifc-s-

handling-complaints-about-its-support-w 

Letter from FPP and complainants to CAO raising concerns about procedural 

irregularities and standards violations in IFC support for Delta Wilmar. December 2008. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2011/02/ifcwilmarngoletcomplaint2d

ec08eng.pdf 

Emailed note of clarification by FPP and complainants with regard to their letter of 26 

August 2008. December 2008. 

http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/comments-indigenous-peoples-smallholders-and-ngos-consultation
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/comments-indigenous-peoples-smallholders-and-ngos-consultation
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/10/palm-oil-and-international-finance-corporation-ifc-update
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/10/palm-oil-and-international-finance-corporation-ifc-update
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/08/press-release-world-bank-too-much-hurry-restart-palm-oil-funding
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/news/2010/08/press-release-world-bank-too-much-hurry-restart-palm-oil-funding
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/joint-statement-indigenous-peoples-smallholders-and-ngos-ifc-c
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/joint-statement-indigenous-peoples-smallholders-and-ngos-ifc-c
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/ifc-loans-wilmar-tradingwilmar-international-apparent-contrave
http://www.forestpeoples.org/topics/palm-oil-rspo/publication/2010/ifc-loans-wilmar-tradingwilmar-international-apparent-contrave
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