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The Amazonian indigenous movement has won an important step 
forward so that their rights are respected in policies around REDD+. On 
the 2nd of August a memorandum of understanding and a table of 
agreements around 40 observations about the Peru Forest Investment 
Plan were signed, between the Peruvian Steering Committee of the 
Forest Investment Program, made up of the Peruvian Ministries of 
Environment, Economy, and Agriculture and the regional governments 
of the Amazonian regions, along with the national, regional, and local 
leaders of AIDESEP and CONAP. 
  
Amongst they 40 agreements, it is important to underline that $14.5 
million (out of $50 million) will be dedicated for three areas: $7 million to 
attend to Amazonian indigenous peoples’ demand for titling of 
territories, $4.5 million to encourage community forestry management, 
and $4 million to support forestry governance within indigenous 
communities and organizations. The agreements also include other 
points such as: Inclusion of AIDESEP and CONAP within the FIP Peru 
Steering Committee and the National Forest Program; Indigenous 
participation within the concrete projects and within the design of the 
PTRT project with the IDB (regarding titling, for $40 million); Withdrawal 
of FIP’s support for the Regional Conservation Area (RCA) Cerro 
Escalera Chawi and respect for the proposed Kampu Piyawi territory; 
Solution to the problem in the RCA C. Escalera in San Martín and the 
demand for indigenous titling in that zone; Not substituting territorial 
rights for the illusion of the RCAs or conservation concessions; 
Safeguards as a necessary condition for the execution and prior 
consultation in every FIP investment plan project; Consider a focus on 
Amazonian Indigenous REDD+; Independent evaluation of logging 
concessions; Deepen the studies about the impacts of industrial 
resource extraction, mega projects, and the underlying causes of 
deforestation; Intercultural communication and sensitizing as a 
transversal element; Don’t destine FIP funds to pay bureaucratic red 
tape. 
  
Our struggle is bearing fruit. We celebrate the effort of the national and 
regional leaders and technical staff of AIDESEP who since 2010 have 
been making impacts out in the world through a long and tough struggle 
with a critical eye but also proposing alternatives, looking “to transform 
the threat of REDD+ into an opportunity”, which we are achieving. But 
we still have to stay alert. The proposals around Amazonian indigenous 



REDD+ are advancing but the government, the World Bank, the IDB 
have to fully respect it through the application of our territorial rights, the 
holistic management of our territories and resources, and strategies that 
go beyond carbon and carbon markets, amongst others. 
  
The process has not terminated and unity, vigilance and our capacity to 
propose ideas need to be maintained until commitments on paper are 
made into reality. There is still a need to incorporate two conditions 
around the disbursement of FIP funds: create mechanisms for 
indigenous administration of the programs receiving the $14.5 million 
and a state system for accreditation, supervision, and sanction of 
carbon brokers, especially “carbon cowboys”. These issues should 
continue to be debated during the local workshops in Puerto 
Maldonado, Atalaya-Satipo, Yurimaguas and Tarapoto, and during the 
national workshop on August 26th. 
  
Finally, we achieved 15 agreements and the FCPF Readiness 
Preparation Proposal was modified and improved, but these have not 
been implemented. Today we are adding 40 agreements more and we 
hope the same situation doesn’t happen – that time passes and 
everything stays on paper. Therefore we celebrate our advances with 
hard work and persistence, but we maintain unity, a lack of confidence, 
and vigilance until the end. 
  
We are attaching the memorandum of understanding and the table of 
the 40 agreements. 


