
AIDESEP’s progress and proposals on PTRT3 and their struggle for indigenous territoriality 

 

On the 21st of August this year the Ministerial Resolution – RM 0446-2016-MINAGRI was adopted, by 

which AIDESEP became part of the Advisory Council for the Rural Land Titling and Registration Project 

in Peru - Third Phase (PTRT3) (funded by the Inter-American Development Bank, IDB). The (former) 

exclusion of our organisation from this body is thereby corrected according to Ministerial Resolution 

0415 of 5th of August 2016. 

 

We summarise briefly here the evolving story of this project as well as the actions, present achievements 

and future challenges of AIDESEP. 

Since 2014, AIDESEP has been engaged in a very tough struggle to achieve essential corrective changes 

in the PTRT3. This led to filing a complaint to the IDB’s Independent Consultation and Investigation 

Mechanism (ICIM), thus starting a political, technical and administrative process, both exemplary and 

instructive, similar to the resistance and struggles of indigenous peoples around the world. We had the 

support of some allies and organisations, but also endured the silence and two-faced attitude of others that 

will be brought out in the appropriate places. 

Our complaint fully underlined the mistakes present in the PTRT3, which could lead to a new wave of 

settlers, migrants and invaders of indigenous territories, and that could increase land trafficking for the 

benefit of businesses like oil palm, papaya, and other interests that destroy rainforest and oppress our 

peoples. There were many months of dialogues, resistance, promises and more dialogue, pressures, 

silences… but also energetic mobilisations like the one carried out by our brothers from San Martin and 

Selva Central, among others. We persisted, and our voice was heard during the COP21 and in 

Washington DC at the IDB headquarters, where for the umpteenth time, we presented to international 

directors and specialists of the Bank, the inevitable corrections needed. 

 

With this background, between the 21st and the 22nd of June we engaged in a key meeting involving nine 

AIDESEP regional organisations, MINAGRI, IDB and the ICIM. Two days of intense and frank debate 

led to the development of Important Formal Agreements which represent a political victory, essential and 

exemplary, not just for AIDESEP but for all indigenous peoples in the world, demonstrating that the 

strength of our peoples lies in their territorial organisations, and that with perseverance we can overcome 

all the problems that may arise. 

 

Regarding conflicting issues, the Agreements specified for example that PTRT3 will start titling native 

communities (not settlers) from the first quarter of 2017. Individual titling to settlers will be 
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postponed until the first quarter of 2018, and in the case of Loreto it will be postponed until the beginning 

of the last quarter of 2018. An effective titling of 403 additional native communities will be carried out, 

in addition to those cases that already have initiated proceedings. Parties also agreed to assess in 2017 the 

extension to more indigenous communities with available funds, given that the total demand relates to 

1375 pending cases. The agreements also include the hiring of indigenous technicians qualified to do GIS 

work, to help with the titling and ensure the protection of indigenous peoples’ rights. The Agreements 

also establish a mandatory agreement for 11 projects that will title communities and avoid “projectitis,” 

which could lead to conflict and wastage to the detriment of communities. Finally, the Agreements will 

set in train an urgent study on land trafficking, which is a key issue related to the aggression of 

agroindustrial monocultures against indigenous peoples’ rights.  

A statement on this process is found at http://uegps.gob.pe/aidesep-minagri-y-bid-avanzan-hacia-

entendimientos-en-torno-al-ptrt3/  

 

Indeed, the active participation of AIDESEP in the Advisory Council of the PTRT3 was and is the only 

guarantee that the Agreements do not remain only on paper, and this is how we have already taken action 

to guarantee the fulfilment of the Agreements and respect of our rights. Among the agreed proposals for 

action we find: monitoring to avoid wastage of funds  and prevent "outsourcing" or large consultancies 

(by companies or NGOs) on the titling process, which should focus on joint action by the regional 

governments (GORE) and indigenous organisations; avoidance of wastage of funds in bureaucratic 

expenses by regional governments; maximisation of savings for 2017 in order to increase the number of 

Amazonian communities to be titled, given that the two previous PTRT were applied to coastal and  

mountain communities; the elimination or simplification of soil pit tests (“calicatas”) for studies of lands 

that are untitled; correction to Advisory Council procedures, so that the 18 members have a say, as well as 

6 state and 6 indigenous representatives, while 6 NGO representatives limit their participation to a 

technical role. 

AIDESEP has requested a meeting with the Minister of Agriculture with a specific agenda to carry 

on working on the corrective actions for PTRT3 and to contribute in the healing of this historic open 

wound, maintained by governments of all parties, that denies the basic human rights of all peoples, as 

well as territorial security for their future survival. 

We thank the partners who supported us in this tough struggle, and we call for those who remained quiet 

to reflect and join us. Now the road is less long and we are less alone. 
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