
September 8, 2016 

Hon. Harrison S Karnwea Sr 

Manager Director Forest Development Authority 

Whein Town, Mount Barclay 

Paynesville City, Liberia 

 

Dear Hon. Karnwea: 

RE: Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 Africa Palm Oil Initiative – 2nd Liberia Country Workshop 

At the end of the TFA 2020 Africa Palm Oil Initiative 2nd Liberia Country Workshop held at the Palm 

Springs Hotel Congo Town Monrovia from the 3rd – 4th August 2016, we would like to write to you to 

express our appreciation at being involved in this forum.  Although we were not involved in the 1st 

country workshop, we hope that our involvement this year is a positive step in ensuring that our views 

and opinions are central to how the TFA 2020 and the palm oil sector in Liberia move forward. 

Prior to the 2nd country workshop, sixteen members of communities from eight counties (Grand 

Bassa, Rivercess, Sinoe, Grand Kru, Maryland, Grand Cape Mount, Bomi, and Gbarpolu) in Liberia 

travelled to Monrovia to share their experiences and discuss the issues they had in common. These 

shared issues were documented and we would like to share them with you so they are part of the 

record and to enable their integration into the TFA2020 Africa Palm Oil Initiative moving forward. 

As a priority, we are concerned that after several days discussing HCS, HCV, and the TFA 2020 there 

is a worrying lack of integration of customary land tenure. We would like to make clear that unless 

ongoing land tenure issues around customary ownership are resolved and secured, the ability of the 

palm oil sector to provide a conflict free and therefore sustainable future for Liberia and the 

communities upon whose land it will operate on is in doubt. We therefore provide the following 

advice; 

Existing land tenure claims should be resolved before any process (i.e. HCV, HCS, TFA 2020) is 

applied.  This means that any conflicts and/or overlapping claims should be resolved and community 

rights to their lands and resources clarified and protected.  

All customary rights should be respected and protected.  These include communities’ rights to the full 

range of cultural, social and economic rights (i.e. worshipping, hunting, gathering, ownership, etc).  

This means that where communities own their land (customarily or otherwise), community lands 

should only be used by companies when legally binding lease agreements have been agreed between 

local communities and private investors, in order to secure community rights to their land.  This 

should apply to any new and existing concessions on community owned lands. 

Participation and information 

We would like to make clear that the inclusion of land rights holders is critical to the TFA 2020 

process (and the tools like HCS and HCV that it contains).  This inclusion should include both 

genders as well as marginalised sections of society like the elderly, disabled, and widows. Customary 

land owners need greater information on all aspects of the palm oil sector including the details of 

concession agreements, HCS, HCV, TFA 2020, RSPO and their rights under national and 

international law. Such information should be provided to palm oil affected communities at the 

community level and training should be provided so that communities are able to participate at all 

stages like mapping, surveying, monitoring and evaluation, etc. This information should be available 



to our communities at all stages of the process in languages and formats that are accessible to all 

sections of our communities. This is to enable us to be fully informed and able to engage on an equal 

level with other stakeholders.   

Implementation 

We are concerned that the imposed categories of land designation involved in HCS and HCV land 

planning will further increase pressure on our farm lands and force displacement and scarcity of 

resources.  As a minimum standard we demand that any process should include our farms as part of 

the land use planning process and ensure that no negative impacts are experienced. 

We support the development opportunities that the palm oil sector offers Liberia and our communities 

and are clear that for our communities to fully benefit from this opportunity we must be clearly 

informed on the opportunities that exist that we can benefit from and the mechanisms that we can use 

to access these opportunities. 

As a final note and a point of urgency we ask that the roles and responsibilities of all parties involved 

in HCS, HCV and TFA 2020 in Liberia are explained to our communities, particularly in relation to 

which agencies are responsible with implementation and a clear monitoring and grievance mechanism 

is implemented to ensure that our rights to our lands and resources are protected. 

We hope that this letter can form an integral part of shaping how the TFA 2020 and local 

communities in Liberia work together to build a sustainable and equitable palm oil sector. 

Yours gratefully 

The undersigned, 

No Name Sex  County 

1 George Trokon  M  River Cess 

2 James Glayon  M  River Cess 

3 Amego K. Nugba M  Maryland  

4 Francis K. Wallace  M  Maryland  

5 Emmanuel N. Bealdeh  M  Grand Bassa 

6 Martha F. Karnga  F  Grand Bassa 

7 James P. Sumo  M  Gbarpolu  

8 Bamboo Zinnah  M  Gbarpolu  

9 Thomas T. Threason, Jr. M  Sinoe  

10 Cephus Nyanwleh  M  Sinoe  

11 Boima Sando  M  Bomi   

12 Jenneh Sumo  F  Bomi  

13 Alex K. Balo  M  Grand Cape Mount 

14 Nyoumblee Topayoun  F  Grand Cape Mount 

15 Isaac Seah  M  Grand Kru 

16 Sunday Poe  M  Grand Kru 

The discussions and conclusions carried out by the above representatives and detailed in this letter are 

supported in principle by the following institutions. 



        

 

       

 


