
A MANUAL FOR 
INDIGENOUS TRAINERS

WHAT TO DO WITH

REDD?





WHAT TO DO WITH

REDD?
A MANUAL FOR 
INDIGENOUS TRAINERS



WHAT TO DO WITH REDD? A MANUAL FOR INDIGENOUS TRAINERS

Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)

Forest Peoples Programme (FPP)
Tebtebba

Copyright © AIPP, FPP, IWGIA, Tebtebba 2010

AIPP:
IWGIA: 
FPP:
Tebtebba: 

Editors: 

Writers: 

Layout and Cover Design: 

Photos and graphics: 



TABLE OF CONTENTS

I. INTRODUCTION 1

A. Introducing the manual
B. Who are the trainees?
C. What do we expect to achieve?
D. Methodology

II: THE MODULES

Module 1: Climate Change 9
Module 2: REDD 37
Module 3: The UNDRIP and REDD 73
Module 4: What communities can do 87
Module 5: Advocacy, lobbying and 
negotiation skills 103

FURTHER READING 165

GLOSSARY 169

ACRONYMS 175





I. INTRODUCTION

A. Introducing the manual

texts and important graphs (but not the pictures) are also reproduced in the 



B. Who are the trainees?

C. What do we expect to achieve? The Aims

D. How are we going to achieve this? A few 
suggestions on methodology

DAY 1

Climate change
hours

DAY 2 + 3

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 4+5



Use various teaching methods



panel discussions
brainstorming

examples

charts

Time management



The facilitator’s role in discussions

conclusions



A facilitator should not...



A facilitator should...
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Objective

Expected Outcome

Note for trainers
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Colour cards

the graph on carbon credit
photos
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Duration Theme and Key Questionsy
Session 1

What is climate?
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Method Materials
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Session 2

to indigenous peoples

resources
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pictures

How 

Whyy ing tape
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Session 3

enous peoples
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Form small groups

ing tape
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WHAT IS GOING ON?

HOW DO WE KNOW THAT THE CLIMATE IS CHANGING?
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Global Warming
is the average increase in the 
surface temperature of the

earth and its oceans compared
to previous centuries.

Global warming is one key
aspect of climate change.
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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RAPID INCREASE OF 
GREENHOUSE GASES?
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SO WHAT IF THE CLIMATE CHANGES? WHY ARE WE, 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, AFFECTED MOST?
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HOW EXACTLY WILL CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECT US?
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WHAT HAVE OUR GOVERNMENTS DONE TO ADDRESS
CLIMATE CHANGE?

The Annex 1 Parties
Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria,

Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,

Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Monaco,

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation,

Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of 
America and, additionally, the European Union
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Common but differentiated responsibilities

In recognition of the historical debt of developed
countries, the principle for the global negotiations 

for an agreement on climate change is called
“common but differentiated responsibilities”. This 

means that all countries must take actions to
address the problem of climate change as a

common issue, but industrialized countries must
take the bigger burden because of their 

responsibility for causing global warming, their
level of development, wealth and capacity to 

address the impacts of climate change.

WHY ARE THE CLIMATE CHANGE NEGOTIATIONS NOT 
PROGRESSING?

The key contentious issues

Kyoto Protocol (KP)
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The Bali Action Plan

The Conference of Parties or COP of the UNFCCC meets

at its 13th session in Bali, Indonesia, the COP came up 
with The Bali Action Plan. It was to identify the steps 
that governments need to take in order to come to an 
agreement about what to do with climate change after 

that is of interest to indigenous peoples is the inclusion
of discussions on mitigating climate change through 
reducing emissions from deforestation and forest

degradation in developing countries. This is an
initiative that you will get to know later in this 

booklet, as REDD.

(LCA)
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-

WHAT EXACTLY IS BEING DONE NOW TO RESPOND TO 
CLIMATE CHANGE?

called 

Mitigation
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The market-based mechanisms that are included in the 
Kyoto Protocol are: 1. Clean Development Mechanism (CDM), 
2. Emissions Trading (ET) and 3. Joint Implementation (JI). 
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Adaptation
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WHY SHOULD MITIGATION MEASURES BE A CONCERN FOR 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES?
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THE ANCHORAGE DECLARATION

From April 20 – 24, 2009, indigenous representatives
from all over the world gathered in Anchorage,
Alaska to exchange their knowledge and experience
in adapting to the impacts of climate change, and 
to come up with key messages and recommendations 
which can be to be expressed when the UNFCCC meets
for the fifteenth Conference of Parties (COP15) in 
Copenhagen, Denmark on December 2009. It was the 
first time that a meeting on climate change focused 
entirely on Indigenous Peoples ever happened. 

In this meeting, indigenous representatives came up
with the Anchorage Declaration which challenged
states to “abandon false solutions to climate change
that negatively impact Indigenous Peoples’ rights,
lands, air, oceans, forests, territories and waters.
These include nuclear energy, large-scale dams, geo-
engineering techniques, ‘clean coal,’ agro-fuels,
plantations, and market based mechanisms such as 
carbon trading, the Clean Development Mechanism,
and forest offsets.” They also called for the “...
human rights of Indigenous Peoples to protect our
forests and forest livelihoods ... [to] ... be recognized,
respected and ensured.
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Objective

Expected Outcome

Note for trainers
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Colour cards

the graph on carbon credit
photos
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Duration Theme and Key Questionsy
Session 1

Why are forests important for Climate Change?

Session 2

explain

What does REDD mean?

How does REDD work?

The World Bank and UN-REDD
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Method Materials

ing tape

ics and pictures
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Session 3

Session 4

Why is it important for Indigenous Peoples to know about 
REDD?

Impacts of REDD on Indigenous People:



43

per group

ing tape

ics and pictures

out colour cards; discussion and ad

ing tape
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WHY ARE FORESTS IMPORTANT FOR CLIMATE CHANGE?
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Reducing E D
Forest D REDD

BUT HOW DOES REDD ACTUALLY WORK?
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The basic principle

The basic principle underlying all 
proposed REDD mechanisms is:

Funds are provided to developing
countries for reducing emissions 

from deforestation or forest 
degradation.

Who pays and how?
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Financing through market mechanisms1.

Carbon Permits, Carbon Credits

Carbon permits are the amounts of carbon 
emissions allocated to countries (as part of

their target), but a carbon credit can only be 
“created” by reducing an emission by that

amount.  Carbon permits and carbon credits 
can be traded against each other, but are two 
different things.  If you want to pollute more, 
you can purchase a credit created by someone 
else, or purchase a permit that someone else

has not used.

and credits are
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s

voluntary market 
avoided

The carbon credit market system has been criticised because
it allows industrialized countries to buy carbon credits in
other countries, especially the developing countries, which
may be cheaper than reducing their own carbon emission. 
It would therefore allow these countries to continue pol-
luting the atmosphere at the same level as long as they can
buy carbon credits to compensate their carbon emission. It 
is buying the right to keep polluting.
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2. Financing through funds

Public Funds
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It is important to note...

that contrary to the carbon credit 
market system, under the proposed 

fund system it is not possible for any
government, and therefore also not
for rich industrialized countries, to
compensate for emissions (“offset” 
emissions) which they are causing 

themselves.

Private Funds



53

How to prove...

A fundamental problem with REDD projects that 
are already established is that it is proving very

language “verify”) that they are actually reducing
emissions from deforestation and forest

degradation. If they can not actually reduce 
emissions, then the whole basis for the system of 
REDD comes into question. Please see “for further 
information” at the end of this booklet for more

information about these problems.
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THE WORLD BANK AND REDD

The Forest Carbon Partnership Facility
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However, many people, and above all we indigenous peoples,
are not happy at all with the Forest Carbon Partnership
Facility, and we have on many occasion heavily criticized the 
World Bank. First of all, the World Bank has not properly 
consulted with forest peoples. In this the World Bank was
even ignoring its own internal safeguard policies and the
rules of the FCPF. According to these policies, the World
Bank is obliged to take into account the need for effective
participation of forest dependent indigenous peoples and
forest dwellers in all decisions that may affect them. Their 
rights guaranteed under national law and international
obligations (if countries have signed any international
treaties on Human Rights etc.) should be respected. 
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You should also know that the FCPF
has a so-called Participant Committee, 

in which “seats” are reserved for
representatives of indigenous peoples. 
So if your own country is involved in

the FCPF you can gain more information 
about it by contacting these 

representatives (for more information 
visit www.forestcarbonpartnership.org).
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The Forest Investment Programme (FIP)
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The Contradiction in the World Bank’s 
Engagement

When talking about the World Bank’s involvement 
in climate change financing mechanisms we also
have to point out that the World Bank while it 
on the one hand declares commitment to combat 
climate change through initiatives like the FIP, on
the other hand it continues to finance large-scale 
fossil fuel development and extractive industries.
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THE UN COLLABORATIVE PROGRAMME ON REDD
(UN-REDD)

And Another promise....

Separate from the FCPF and the FIP, the World
Bank has also publicly committed to establishing a
permanent consultation mechanism for indigenous
and forest-dependent peoples with the World Bank 
management. But it looks like this process has been 
stalled and it is unclear when, how or indeed if such
a mechanism would ever be developed.
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Good to know...

UN-REDD also stated that it will adhere to 
the United Nations Development Group

Guidelines on Indigenous Peoples. In February 

them consistent with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. These guidelines among others
recommend that UN operations should 

respect the right to free, prior and informed 

collective land and territorial rights.
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
TO KNOW ABOUT REDD?
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WHAT IS THE EXPECTED IMPACT OF REDD ON 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES?

GENERAL PROBLEMS WITH REDD

The problem of “leakage”: Protecting here and cutting there
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The problem with “additionality” and “perverse incentive”: Paying
the wrong people and encouraging deforestation
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Measuring and monitoring – and forgetting the people and the
root causes of deforestation
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How much carbon is there in a tree?

The amount of carbon stored in a tree depends on the 
density of its wood. The denser and harder the wood, 
the more carbon it contains. An average sized tree of 15
meters height with an average wood density contains
about 100 kg of carbon. So it takes about 10 trees for a
ton of carbon.

Trading in forest carbon: Helping polluters and not the climate

WHAT ARE THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS OF REDD ON OUR 
COMMUNITIES?
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Targeting indigenous peoples land use practices: Banning a way
of life
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BUT CAN REDD ALSO BE BENEFICIAL TO INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES?

FULL

in this



69

What does my community have to think of before joining a 
REDD project?
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Payment for Environmental Services, or PES, is a way

goods and services pay those who provide these services. 
These services include for example watershed protection

biodiversity conservation, or carbon storage, etc.). 

The more common PES projects are related to watershed
management. In such a case people living downstream who

use the water cleansed by a forest further upstream,
like for drinking water for villages and towns, a water 

bottling company, etc., pay the people who live upstream and 
who manage and protect these upstream forests and make 

into the future.
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Objective

territories and resources;

Expected Outcome

Note for trainers
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Colour cards

the graph on carbon credit
photos
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Duration Theme and Key Questionsy
Session 1

What is the UNDRIP?

What is in the UNDRIP?

What does that have to do with climate change and 
REDD?

Why is it important to know the UNDRIP in the context of 
REDD?

The UNDRIP and the right to forests and resources
The UNDRIP and the right to development

Session 2

What is Free Prior Informed Consent (FPIC)?
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Method Materials

important rights are included in the 
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YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY: DEALING WITH REDD
THROUGH THE UNDRIP

WHAT IS THE UNDRIP?

It sets the minimum standards 

ing instrument but -
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WHAT IS IN THE UNDRIP?

-



8080

The UNDRIP - Summary of what it contains

Right to land, territories and resources

Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC )

Right to Development
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Culture and Cultural Heritage

Health
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So what does that have to do with Climate Change and REDD?

Can you tell me more about Free, Prior and Informed Consent 
(FPIC)?

their FPIC
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FREE PRIOR AND INFORMED CONSENT

FPIC is mechanism and a process wherein indigenous peoples under-
take their collective decision on matters that affects them, as an 
exercise of their right to their land, territories and resources, their right 
to self-determination and to cultural integrity.

FREE: Independent process of decision-making

Without coercion or free from sponsored ideas or manipulative or de-◊
ceiving actions to get consent;
Decision making process compatible to the indigenous customary laws. ◊

PRIOR: Right to have a say and decision in any project that concerns 
them before its implementation

The State or third parties planning activities must seek their informed ◊
consent sufficiently in advance of any commencement and final au-
thorization for implementation;
Sufficient time to understand and analyse the information they receive, ◊
and to define and undertake their collective decision;
Time bound requirement for information dissemination should be com-◊
patible to the situation of indigenous peoples;
Time requirements of indigenous consultations and consensus processes ◊
should be defined by the indigenous communities and not imposed on 
them.

INFORMED: Right to be provided with pertinent information on the ac-
tivity/project/ programme being planned in order for the community 
to undertake an informed decision making process. This also includes 
the right to access related information.

Includes the full and legally accurate disclosure of relevant informa-◊
tion in a form, which is both accessible and understandable ( language)  
to them.

CONSENT: Consent is a result of the collective, independent and self- de-
termined decision-making process of indigenous communities

Consent decision is based from a collective decision of the community ◊
and not just a decision of leaders;
Consent as a collective decision of indigenous communities may also in-◊
clude their terms and conditions for their consent decision, including 
withdrawal of consent if terms and conditions are violated;
Consent shall be sought at every stage or phase of the project/ activity if ◊
deemed to have potential impacts at every stage/phase of the project;
The presentation of correct and sufficient information, consultation ◊
and participation are crucial components of a consent process;
Inclusion of a gender perspective and participation of indigenous wom-◊
en are essential, as well as participation of children and youth as ap-
propriate.
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REDD involves our forests and resources, and it may involve the 
land I am living on. Is there anything in the UNDRIP on these?

A common and important problem that indigenous peoples encounter is the
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development?
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Objective

programmes to ensure that their rights are respected;

Expected Outcome

Note for trainers
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Colour cards

the graph on carbon credit
photos
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Duration Theme and Key Questionsy
Session 1

UNDRIP and climate change
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Method Materials

or

ing tape

ing tape



92

Session 2
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Point or poster
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Now that I have all this information: What can my community
and I do and how can we use the UNDRIP?

“““
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If your community is approached to be part of a project or programme that

create carbon credits then it is important to try to get as much information
as possible before entering into any agreement. This checklist is intended 
to provide a minimum list of questions that you should get answers to. You
should also access the advice of a trusted lawyer before signing anything.

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT

Basics

customary and titled, individual and titled, individual and untitled,
communal and titled or communal and untitled, or some other form of

Are you being proposed as a party to the contract selling the carbon

Is the project funded through the sale of carbon offset credits or

If the project is funded by the sale of carbon offset credits, what
kind of information has been provided to you pro-actively, and what
information has been requested by the community during project and 
contract negotiations on:
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»

Possible legal implications of signing a carbon offset contract and»
on possible impact of such a (long-term) contract on ownership
rights over the carbon in the forest, both for present and future
generations.
Possible implications of both decreasing and increasing carbon»

Are contractual obligations linked to payments agreed on in the

What you should know....

...on the climate implications of carbon offsets
generally:

(1) the buyer of the carbon credit is purchasing the
right to continue to release fossil fuel emissions at 
home by paying the community to change behaviour 
and thereby reduce emissions which they are respon-
sible for;

(2) carbon offset projects never reduce emissions and 
lead at best to stabilisation of emissions while the 
scientific consensus is that emissions need to be re-
duced by some 80-90% over the coming decades and
peak around 2015 if climate chaos is to be avoided;

(3) carbon offset projects will justify continued
and expanded extraction of oil and coal with
all its human rights, social and environmental
consequences.

-
vided pro-actively or requested by the community during the presen-
tation and negotiation of the project on the objectives of the fund,
where the fund is located, who is providing the funding and whether 
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those providing the funds are getting carbon emission offset rights
in return for their contribution.

CONSULTATION AND NEGOTIATION PROCESS

-

Have you had independent legal advice and/or an opportunity to dis-

Has the contract been written and presented in the language of your
people or the language spoken in the community, or at least a language 

Did the consultation process allow for feedback from community mem-

Has the community been given a copy of the contract and other docu-

Assuming there are restrictions on the use of the forest, how have
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What you should know...

...on a proper consultation process.

The Inter-American Court of Human Rights gave a rul-
ing after dealing with the case of the Saramaka People 
vs Suriname Government which outlines some key as-
pects of the duty to consult. The same should also ap-
ply to negotiation of forest carbon projects:

The state and those authorised by it have the duty ◊
to both accept and disseminate information, and en-
sure constant communication between the parties;

Consultations must be undertaken in good faith, ◊
through culturally appropriate procedures and 
with the objective of reaching an agreement;

Indigenous and tribal peoples must be consulted, “in ◊
accordance with their own traditions, at the ear-
ly stages of a development or investment plan, not 
only when the need arises to obtain approval from 
the community, if such is the case. Early notice pro-
vides time for internal discussion within communi-
ties and for proper feedback to the State;”

The state must ensure that the indigenous and trib-◊
al peoples are aware of possible risks, including en-
vironmental and health risks, so that the proposed
project is accepted knowingly and voluntarily; and, 

Finally, consultation should take account of indig-◊
enous and tribal peoples’ traditional methods of
decision-making. 

Do you think that the consultation and negotia-
tion process related to the proposed project meets 
all of these requirements?
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THE CONTENT OF THE CONTRACT 

Does the contract limit or restrict your right of access and use or the 

limitations been fairly negotiated and has fair compensation been pro-

If the selling of credits is part of the contract, how many credits are

-

-

IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING

-
-

-
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Objective
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Expected Outcome

Note for trainers

Colour cards;
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the graph on carbon credit;
photos; and
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Duration Theme and Key Questionsy
Session 1

1. First steps in advocacy campaign planning

campaign
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Method Materials

role 
play:

Group exercise:
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Session 2 Part II. Strategies in advocacy campaign

-
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Exercise:
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Session 3

3. Going public: Media Advocacy
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example

Group exercise: 
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Session 4

4. Joining forces: the importance of building alliances and
networks
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role 
play

board
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Session 5

government decision-making processes
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Role play: 
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Session 6

Concluding session: Assessing what has been learned
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Role play: 



118

PART I. DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF
ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN

1. First steps in advocacy campaign planning
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-
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2. Considerations in planning advocacy campaigns: The basic 
information that is needed 

media coverage and public awareness
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determine the scope or targeted coverage of your campaign

under the 

-
sequences, risk, success or failure?

and less costly? 

How long
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PART II. GENERAL GUIDE FOR STRATEGIES IN
ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN

1. Gathering of information

peoples, REDD and climate change?
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Mapping

Data-gathering/research on socio-cultural dimensions of the issue: inter

Biological surveys:

Social survey:

Internet:

2. Getting the message out: Tools for information
dissemination
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EXAMPLES OF MESSAGES

To the general public: 
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MESSAGE OUT!!!
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B. Building Community Awareness
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1. Signs, including poster and banners:

-
search papers, comics, etc.
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3. Websites and other Internet tools:

EXAMPLE OF A FACT SHEET: 
ARREST OF KAREN FARMERS
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-
-

-

3. Media advocacy: Going public with the issue and the
message

A.  Why use the media?

MESSAGE
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B. General Approaches to working with the media

1. Have a clear and concise story: 
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3. Use the “Rule of Three”

4. Link the cause with other major development and events 

5.  Seek Celebrity sponsorship
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-
cern; 

-
-
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-

-

-

-

C. Types of media tools

1. Press releases
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GUIDELINES FOR PRESS RELEASE

short
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EXAMPLE OF A PRESS RELEASE

Indigenous Peoples Raise Their Voice
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2. Press Conferences

GUIDELINE FOR ORGANIZING PRESS CONFERENCES
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If you have a video clip of a media interview, show the video clip 

content etc.

4. Public Service Announcements (PSA)
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GUIDE FOR USING PSA

5. Radio and Television “Talks or Chat” shows

6. Community Radio
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4. Joining forces: The importance of building alliances and
networks

A. What is building alliance?

B. Why network and build alliances?

-

indigenous peoples rights and issues is a big step in gaining broader support and



143

network? 

Forging a mass alliance:  

-
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natural resource ministries
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GUIDE FOR ALLIANCE BUILDING AND NETWORKING
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-
-

-

-
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E. Informal networking
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5. Taking a seat at the table: Lobbying and participation in
government decision-making 

B. What is lobbying and how to lobby?
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GUIDE FOR LOBBYING

and
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GUIDE FOR PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT PUBLIC HEARINGS
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2. Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)

a. The scoping phase: 
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GUIDE FOR COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN THE EIA

needed

-

during the EIA process, and expected adverse impacts are thereby 

b. Government Agency/project proponents prepare the EIA:
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c. Final EIA: 
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EXAMPLE OF A PETITION
Support Hunger strike against Intex Resources Mining Project 

Update
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ph)
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-

-
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6. NEGOTIATIONS
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GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS
(undertaken in good faith)

1. Be Prepared.

based on 

3. Agree and be absolutely clear on what outcome you want to achieve

5. Give Credit.

6. Compromise.
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7. Recapitulate the Results. 
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-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

space
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CONCLUSIONS ON THE STRATEGIES ON ADVOCACY: 
ASSESSING WHAT HAS BEEN LEARNED
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FURTHER READING
Advocacy

Climate Change
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Facilitation

REDD



167

UN-REDD



168

World Bank
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GLOSSARY

Advocacy:

Advocacy campaign:

Alliance building

Anthropogenic: 

Bali Roadmap: 
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Baseline:

Bio-diversity

Carbon market: 

Clean Development Mechanism (CDM):

The term used to describe the regular meet
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Climate change: 

Emissions trading (or ‘carbon trading’): 

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)

Fossil fuels: 
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Global warming: 

Greenhouse gases (GHGs):

Heckler:

a sub

Land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF):
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Lobbying:

Lobby work:

Mobilized:

Renewable energy:
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Sinks: 

An
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ACRONYMS

CC Climate Change
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FPP Forest Peoples Programme
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ples
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trainee

WHAT TO DO WITH

REDD?


