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[00:00:00.40] 
In April 2011, in a remote corner of the Peruvian Amazon, members of the Nahua 
indigenous people surprised representatives of ERM, an environmental 
consultancy conducting studies in their territory. 
 
[00:00:06.18] 
Later, they realised that ERM had been contracted by the oil and gas company, 
Pluspetrol 
 
[00:00:11.24] 
The studies were related to the expansion of the Camisea project that exploits 
gas from within a Reserve established for isolated indigenous peoples 
 
[00:00:16.11] 
Later, in meetings with civil society, Pluspetrol deny these facts and say that they 
were surprised by a group of illegal loggers. 
 
[00:00:21.28] 
What follows is the testimony of the President of the Nahua. 
 
[00:00:26.10]  
Good morning, my name is Enrique Dixpopidiba Shocoroa, I am President of the 
Nahua community of Santa Rosa de Serjali  
 
[00:00:36.12] 
My people elected me because my father was too old to confront big companies  
 
[00:00:43.14] 
I am going to tell you how the company entered our Reserve  
 
[00:00:50.17] 
A group of my brothers left to go hunting as we have always done to fish and 
hunt to feed our children 
 
[00:01:03.04] 
When the group set off we didn't know that the company was inside the Reserve, 
the company, ERM was on the upper River Serjali, a place where my 
grandfathers have always walked. 
 
[00:01:17.00]  



They heard the noise of a helicopter, they were working, and they followed the 
sound of the helicopter and they found their campsite, this was in April. 
 
[00:01:29.28]  
They found the company working in our territory, the company was afraid of us 
and threatened them and refused them things they asked for. 
 
[00:01:41.19] 
They demanded to know why they were there and whose authorization they had, 
had they received authoirization from INDEPA or from another state institution 
we asked. 
 
[00:01:50.21]  
Nobody they said, so we demanded why are you inside our Reserve? 
 
[00:01:56.26] 
They said directly that we can't give you anything (community members had 
demanded food) because you don't know how to eat our food and my people got 
very angry. 
 
[00:02:06.25]  
The company was ERM, they were working on our land 
 
[00:02:11.14] 
My people returned downriver and informed us what had happened that the 
company was working in our territory and we didn't even know. 
 
[00:02:18.25]  
Immediately the company Pluspetrol arrived in their helicopter in Santa Rosa de 
Serjali and we had a meeting, this was in April, I think the 16th April. 
 
[00:02:33.17] 
As President I asked many questions especially of Jose Palomares (Pluspetrol 
community relations officer). Why did you enter our territory, who did you get 
permission from? 
 
[00:02:47.02] 
We don't know what agreement you have reached with the state, with INDEPA 
particularly.  
 
[00:02:51.12] 
We are the ones who are monitoring this INDEPA. 
 
[00:02:55.18] 
Tell me because we think you are paying INDEPA and we didn't know anything 
about this.  
 
[00:03:04.13] 
Here INDEPA doesn't control us, it is us the community who orders INDEPA. 



 
[00:03:08.17] 
He replied, Mr President, I ask for your apology, we didn't know this was your 
territory and that ERM was working in your territory. 
 
[00:03:21.20] 
We have made a mistake he said. 
 
[00:03:25.08] 
I replied, but you know this very well , you are an engineer. Who can you reach 
an agreement with as a company, the state or the community?  
 
[00:03:35.26] 
With the community he said. So what happened I said? I think you are making a 
mockery of us.  
 
[00:03:41.16] 
My people were angry with the company. What are you doing, we think you have 
paid money to INDEPA so that you can enter our Reserve they said. 
 
[00:03:54.27] 
There was also someone from INDEPA as well who had accompanied Pluspetrol, 
they had come to the community together. 
 
[00:04:04.23] 
The community challenged INDEPA, Mr Americo Baca (Head of Isolated Peoples 
Unit)  
 
[00:04:10.13] 
No, he replied we didnt know either, the company doesnt pay us. 
 
[00:04:16.01] 
But they always trick us, this is what the state does and I as president responded. 
 
[00:04:21.07]   
I said, you are a professional why are you making a mockery of us, this is a 
community complaint. 
 
[00:04:28.14] 
Also, my sister Estella challenged them, you INDEPA you are always lying. 
 
[00:04:36.28] 
You say you are looking after the Reserve and that nobody can enter but what 
agreement are you reaching with the company. 
 
[00:04:44.02] 
I think the company has paid you so they can enter the Reserve. 
 
[00:04:47.14] 



He didn't reply 
 
[00:04:50.05] 
Also, they had to stay for three days but they wanted to resolve the issue quickly. 
The company see us as people who know nothing. 
 
[00:04:59.28] 
That we don't know how to speak well, and it is true we don't know how to 
speak well, we are not professionals. 
 
[00:05:08.03] 
And they who are big professionals, who have studied , they see us just like 
children and this is why as President I stood up to them. 
 
[00:05:17.06] 
I said, to INDEPA and people from the company I don't want anything to do with 
you 
 
[00:05:21.18] 
First I have to speak with my adviser, Father Ignacio (Dominican priest from 
Catholic mission in Sepahua) as he always helps us a little. 
 
[00:05:28.07] 
I contacted him and told him that the company had entered our territory and 
asked him if he could help  
 
[00:05:35.23] 
I agree said Father Ignacio and  said, 'I think that this company can give you 
something, you in the community need so much in health, education and other 
things too'.  
 
[00:05:52.28] 
I thought about this and I organised a meeting amongst the community, what 
does the Priest want I said, but I said no, I wont let them enter. 
 
[00:06:02.25] 
All the people were annoyed with the company 
 
[00:06:08.04] 
I had asked what the company ERM were doing, I asked this of Jose Palomares 
and he replied. 
 
[00:06:15.18] 
Mr President he said, ERM were doing an environmental impact assessment,  I 
asked what is this? 
 
[00:06:23.29] 
I knew something about this but I asked exactly what they were studying and 
why. 



 
[00:06:29.20] 
We are studying bats, tapirs, agoutis, fish, we are studying everything, we are 
studying large and small mammals we are not doing any sort of contamination. 
 
[00:06:46.18] 
I replied but what happens if you are lying and a pipeline breaks and without 
knowing we drink the water and we die. 
 
[00:06:58.09] 
No its not like this he said, if you want we will take 20 people from the village to 
work there but I said that the community didn't agree. 
 
[00:07:07.18] 
The community didn't end up agreeing anything clearly with the company  
 
[00:07:12.06] 
They were doing a study to see how many animals might become contaminated. 
 
[00:07:16.22] 
They were doing this study first before wanting to work and look for gas 
 
[00:07:23.08] 
The community members who went later told us that they had found 8 wells 
there that another company (Shell) had developed before. 
 
[00:07:32.29] 
This is what ERM were looking at and ERM were trying to see how many animals 
might die if they drank contaminated water or something, this is what ERM were 
doing. 
 
[00:07:48.20] 
The company (Pluspetrol) and INDEPA insisted and insisted that ERM should be 
allowed to enter. 
 
[00:07:56.28] 
We didn't end up with anything clearly agreed, we had four meetings with them, 
twice in Serjali and twice in Sepahua (local town). 
 
[00:08:05.24] 
Along with the mayor (of Sepahua), the priest, the company and the community  
 
[00:08:13.27] 
I think that the Priest and the municipality were in agreement (with the 
company) but I as President did not agree.  
 
[00:08:20.22] 
Some of my people too had also been dominated by the company and they said to 
me, 'President, let them come in, we want to work'.  



 
[00:08:29.01] 
'We want to get something from this company so that we can support our wives', 
they said 
 
[00:08:33.12] 
I said to them, 'brothers think about this caerfully before you decide to let them 
enter, we have our children and in the future they will suffer' 
 
[00:08:49.12] 
The people were unsure, the company is very astute, they can trick us easily. 
 
[00:08:56.22] 
I told them to look at the Machiguenga (indigenous people affected by Camisea) 
'how is their river, how is their land' I explained to them. 
 
[00:09:06.10] 
The people agreed with me but the company said, Mr President we want 20 
people to come and work for the company 
 
[00:09:15.12] 
So that they can see whether we are contaminating the water, the land and the 
environment 
 
[00:09:24.18] 
So that they can see they said, the people agreed, but personally I didnt agree. 
 
[00:09:32.00] 
We were in the meetings and the state itself, INDEPA insisted and insisted, three 
times they came to the community. 
 
[00:09:43.08] 
But the community didn't pay them too much attention becasue we knew that 
they came for a reason, because they want the company to enter the community. 
 
[00:09:50.17] 
They (INDEPA) were three days in the community and insisted and insisted. Mr 
President let them enter, let them enter. 
 
[00:09:59.15] 
They brought things too, something to eat for all the community. 
 
[00:10:04.25] 
I think that they (INDEPA) knew this, that the community is not yet mature in its 
ideas they were easily overawed looking at these things that they had brought  
 
[00:10:16.23] 
INDEPA kept on insisting, Mr President let them in they said, they came to visit in 
large groups, 



 
[00:10:28.25] 
They explained what the company is like, they said they would give us 
everything. 
 
[00:10:33.13] 
And if the company doesn't pay attention then we will follow up and ensure that 
they give these things to you. 
 
[00:10:36.23] 
I said no i won't let them enter, otherwise tomorrow, in the future my children 
will suffer. 
 
[00:10:44.24] 
Before the presidents of my village were easily dominated by big institutions but 
they won't be able to do this with me. I will stand up to them. 
 
[00:10:56.17] 
Another meeting in the morning, they said it was the last meeting. The Priest 
didn't want to come anymore, I invited him but he was annoyed with me. 
 
[00:11:06.10] 
Jose Palomares also didnt come, all of the 'big people' were annoyed with me 
because they wanted to enter quickly in community land. 
 
[00:11:21.20] 
Their representatives came, they insisted and insisted with me  
 
[00:11:31.23] 
But now they also insisted with my father Curaca (traditional headman) and said 
he should ask for something, something that the community needs. 
 
[00:11:40.19] 
They asked what does the community need they said. I said we dont need 
anything. 
 
[00:11:48.18] 
But the people said we need some medicines, I said that medicines will not be 
what helps the community grow or develop.  
 
[00:11:58.25] 
'Think think' I said to the people.' I think the company is saying this to trick us so 
that they can enter our territory'. 
 
[00:12:07.13] 
We pressured the company and the company responded. This is their idea, this is 
how they think. 
 
[00:12:15.01] 



'If you do not let us enter your territory so that we can work  
 
[00:12:20.06] 
then we don't want people from the community to work for the company, we will 
not receive workers from here for the company'. This is what the company says. 
 
[00:12:30.28] 
They say this because if people from here go to work for the company they will 
become in favour of the company 
 
[00:12:39.00] 
They will be controlled by the company and will no longer listen to their 
community,  
 
[00:12:43.22] 
It will not be important to them and they will just want to carry on working in 
the company. 
 
[00:12:45.24] 
The last meeting was in April but this time I was overwhelmed. 
 
[00:12:58.15] 
Mr President we can't go on with all these meetings and more meetings they 
said, how will we ever get anything done they said. 
 
[00:13:04.24] 
In the statute book of the community we agreed that they would only conduct 
these studies and would not carry on working. 
 
[00:13:11.06] 
Only these studies they agreed. If we wish to come again and conduct further 
studies then we will come again to reach further agreements with you. 
 
[00:13:20.24] 
In the book of statutes we only agreed to their studies. 
 
[00:13:27.01] 
Ok I said, only studies, you won't carry on and do any seismic testing, 
transportation of gas. No no only studies Pluspetrol said to me. 
 
[00:13:40.00] 
Only these studies so you should take advantage of this opportunity and ask us 
for something 
 
[00:13:46.18] 
As President the company said to me we want 20 people to work and all the 
young guys who wanted to to work presented themselves. 
 
[00:13:59.27] 



So everything turned out negative. The community made a list too. 
 
[00:14:07.15] 
to request from the company; some medicines, solar panels to keep the 
medicines cold. 
 
[00:14:18.11] 
They also asked for school uniforms for the kids, things they need for school, this 
is what we asked for. 
 
[00:14:28.26] 
So little by little this is how the company controls us. 
 
[00:14:32.02] 
As President I noticed this and realised how clever they were, how they want to 
screw us by giving us these little things and then later they will control us. 
 
[00:14:45.03] 
They started to work and the latest news I heard was that they had discovered 8 
wells, my own people were working and they themselves found them. 
 
[00:14:57.16] 
Within the reserve are 8 wells right by the side of the river. 
 
[00:15:03.18] 
According to them they will come again to ask permission to enter again and so I 
organised a meeting with the other community leaders. 
 
[00:15:13.03] 
Look, the people themselves have worked and they have found 8 wells. I don't 
think I agree that they should come and do more studies again. 
 
[00:15:21.29] 
I also agree with you said my justice officer, Joaquin.  
 
[00:15:26.10] 
I agree, we are not sufficiently prepared to deal with these companies. 
 
[00:15:39.20] 
Without knowing anything if we let them enter then in the future we will suffer I 
said to them. 
 
[00:15:47.16] 
My vice president, everybody they all agreed with me. So tomorrow we will 
make a meeting. 
 
[00:15:59.16] 
I made another meeting, the first of May and I brought the whole community 
together. 



 
[00:16:10.13] 
I said to the people who had worked for ERM, explain to us about this work, did 
you find wells? 
 
[00:16:21.05] 
Yes ,they all told me they had found these wells.  
 
[00:16:24.07] 
I said to them, if you yourselves are saying you found 8 wells, then they can 
contaminate our river I said. 
 
[00:16:33.29] 
No brothers, this is not the way.  
 
[00:16:36.28] 
First we have to think well. If we don't know anything, like me i know nothing,  
 
[00:16:43.18] 
We are not professionals then in the future we will blame me the president for 
letting the company enter. 
 
[00:16:50.25] 
Our children will suffer, we will die but our children will suffer, and their 
children will suffer too. 
 
[00:16:59.14] 
Remember that they won't be able to drink clean water, eat clean meat or fish. 
 
[00:17:08.04] 
Any gas spills in the river will all end up here I said. 
 
[00:17:16.11] 
Some were still not in agreement (with me). No they said, how will we support 
our wives, we want to work for the company. 
 
[00:17:26.10] 
We want something, who will support us? 
 
[00:17:30.25] 
I said, listen there are things here that we can work and if you want to work for 
the company you still can. 
 
[00:17:37.01] 
But you can't let them in to our land, you can go and work somewhere else for 
the company but it is forbidden to enter our reserve, this is what i said to them. 
 
[00:17:49.29] 



I think that is better if they don't work for the company as we have things here in 
the community we can work. We have so much we can work. 
 
[00:18:01.07] 
We agreed, all of the older people agreed that we shouldn't let the company in 
our lands 
 
[00:18:11.16] 
Some of the young guys, those who had worked in the company were in 
agreement that they should enter. 
 
[00:18:17.15] 
I said to them, brothers, if they enter, in the future we will suffer. 
 
[00:18:24.17] 
The company is a liar, look at al all the communities of the upper and lower 
Urubamba. 
 
[00:18:31.29] 
why do you think they continually complain and blockade the river? 
 
[00:18:36.15] 
Because the company don't meet their commitments. 
 
[00:18:38.13] 
Also, the company always comes and ask what is it you want, make a list of what 
you want but ultimately they don't bring it, they never meet their commitments. 
 
[00:18:46.26] 
They take all the wealth of our communities to sell to the rest of the world, but 
the people who are friom the area like us we don't get anything. 
 
[00:18:56.07] 
Some of the younger guys agreed with me, yes thats how it is, we don't earn 
anythign and they earn millions. 
 
[00:19:03.29] 
And with only these little things to let the company in for this, no no this is not 
how it is  
 
[00:19:10.28] 
Ok they said to me, let the company come again, we will not let them in. 
 
[00:19:16.03] 
I think that the community won't let them in if they come again,. 
 
[00:19:20.17] 
They themselves have worked and have seen now how close the wells are to the 
water 



 
[00:19:25.19] 
This is the river serjali, this river flows down to the community, this is the water 
that we drink and if we drink we will die. 
 
[00:19:37.13] 
Despite the fact that the Reserves for isolated peoples are supposed to be off 
limits to exploitation, the Peruvian government is facilitating the expansion of 
the Camisea Project. 
 
[00:19:43.17] 
Three new wells are planned for the Upper River Serjali affecting not only the 
Nahua but all the inhabitants of the Reserve. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 


