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Statement from the Karen Network for Culiure and Environment, and NGOs,
government networks and academic institutions
Case of Human Rights Violations by the Head of the KaengKrachan National Park
Against Ethnic Karen Villagers

According to the media and as presented in the news, the KaengKrachan National
Park staff and authorities along with the Thai military were involved in the destruction
homes and property and of the arrest of Karen villagers. According to the
KaengKrachan National Park and Thai military, the villagers are illegally occupying
this area and are accused of destroying forest resources, supporting and supplying
the Karen National Union along the border and serving as a source of drug
production.A brief chronology of attacks on ethnic communities along the border
region and in KaengKrachan National Park is summarized below. 1996 — 57 Karen
families (391 people) were forced to leave their homes in BaanBaangKroi Bon and
Baan Pu Ra Kham in Moo 2, Tambon Hoy MaePriang, AmphoeKaengKrachan,
Phetchaburi Province. They were forced to move to the nearby villages of Baan
Krai Lang and Baan Pong Luk.2010 —-Karen villagers who had been living in 12
surrounding areas of BaangKroi Bon and Pu Ra Kham were pushed and expelled
from their homes. Houses, barns, buildings were also burned and destroyed.2011 —
May 5-9 - Houses and 98 rice storage sheds were burned, destroyed and looted.
Money, gold, jewellery, farming equipment (scythes, axes) were stolen from
BaangKroi Bon and Pu Ra Kham by the National Park authorities and the Thai
military. 2011 — June23-26 —Houses and 21 rice storage sheds were burned,
destroyed and looted. Money, fishnets, salt, scythes and musical instruments were
also stolen from Karen villagers who had been living in 14 other surrounding areas of
BaangKroi Bon and Pu Ra Kham. 2011 — July —Mr. ChaiwatlLimleekkitasorn, Head
of KaengKrachan National Park ordered the burning of more houses and rice

storage sheds. Ethnic Karen people have been living in this area for over 100 years.



The villagers are frightened and have suffered due to the activities of the National
Park authorities and Thai military. They have been displaced and are homeless,

with no security of life or land.

On July 16, 2011 a Thai military helicopter crashed in the KaengKrachan National
Park area. This crash was followed by another 2 helicopter/plane crashes in the
same area. Currently, approximately 200 people (40 families) fearing for their safety
and security have left that area and have come to stay with their relatives in Baan

Kroi Lang and Baan PongLuk.

We are a Karen network for cultural and environment organizations, NGOs,
government networks and academic institutions. We condemn the actions of the
officials of the KaengKrachan National Park as unacceptable and are in violation of
the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand and international human rights. We call
for Prime Minister YingluckShinawatra to solve this problem using the following

guidelines:

1. Stop all threats, harassment, arrests and all other forms of human rights
violations.

2. Scrutinize the actions of the staff and authorities of KaengKrachan National
Park and all others involved in the above events.

3. Provide mental health counselling and for the well-being of the villagers who
have suffered distress and trauma and compensate for the damages and
losses they have incurred due to the actions of the National Park authorities
and the military.This includes compensation and rectification of citizenship
status, housing and land for traditional agriculture.

4. The government should take urgent action to abide by the cabinet resolution
made on August 31, 2010 on policies regarding to the restoration of the

traditional practices and livelihoods of Karen people. This and other related



issues should be resolved through a committee or other appropriate

mechanism.
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