
PETITION 

FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A MORATORIUM TO 

 OIL PALM PLANTATION EXPANSION IN THE PROVINCE OF PALAWAN 

 

Members of the Indigenous Cultural Communities in the Province of 

Palawan, farmers and civil societies and other residents thereon petition 

the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and the Governor of Palawan to issue a 

moratorium against the expansion of oil palm plantations in the Province. 

 
Key Petitioners:  

 
MEMBERS, REPRESENTATIVES AND GENUINE LEADERS OF THE 

INDIGENOUS AND FARMERS COMMUNITIES OF THE SOUTHERN 
MUNICIPALITIES IMPACTED AND TARGETED BY OIL PALM DEVELOPMENT; 
 

 
 

WE THE UNDERSIGNED CALL THE ATTENTION OF THE HONARABLE 
MEMBERS OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN AND OF THE 

GOVERNOR OF PALAWAN ON THE FOLLOWINGS: 

 
In 1990 the whole province of Palawan, because of its unique bio cultural 

diversity, was declared by UNESCO a Man and Biosphere Reserve, it is home  

to eight (8) protected areas and it has been declared “Game Refuge and Bird 

Sanctuary” in 1967 and it is a “Mangrove Reserve” since 1981; 

Palawan mainland is home to three major indigenous communities, which are 

the Pala’wan, Tagbanua and Batak, a large portion of its territory is also 

claimed as their ancestral domain; 

Independent reports have established that considerable portions of the last 

remaining Philippine lowland forest (primary and secondary) of Southern 

Palawan have been clear-cut to allow the entry of oil palm plantations; [see 

ALDAW geotagged report part II and photographic evidences of forest 

conversion for oil palm in Bgy. Sandoval (Municipality of Bataraza) and Bgy. 

Berong (Municipality of Quezon); 

Oil palm plantations eradicate native plants and animals from the areas being 
encroached, and thus are directly responsible for wide scale biodiversity loss;  



 
It has now been ascertained that forest clearing for oil palm development by 

companies and enterprises such as Agumil Philippines, Inc, the Palawan Palm 
and Vegetable Oil Mills Inc (PPVOM), San Andres, etc. has taken place in the 

absence of DENR ‘tree cutting permits’ and thus in violation of EO 23 and of 
sections 68 and 69 of Presidential Decree (PD) 705, as well as of other existing 
environmental laws;  

 
In the course of various ocular inspections, CENRO-Quezon has established 
that oil palm plantations have encroached on Alienable and Disposable Land 

(94.2930 ha) and on Timberland (185.2398 ha) in the Municipalities of Quezon 
and Rizal (see attached report); Agumil Philippines Inc and its sister company 

PPVOMI have no ‘tree cutting permits’  from the DENR  and from PENRO-
Palawan. As a result, a criminal case against Agumil Philippines Inc, has 
already been filed by CENRO-Quezon (see attached copy). 

 
In the course of a field visit and technical appraisal, CENRO-Brooke’s Point has 

established that oil palm planters in the Municipality of Bataraza are 

continuously clearing/cutting all natural grown trees/vegetation without the 

necessary permits from DENR and that the area developed/cut/cleared 

allegedly by Agumil Philippines, Inc include 19,21 ha within Alienable and 

Disposable Land and 2,69 ha within timberland.  Moreover, the area allegedly 

cleared by San Andres farmers’ cooperatives consists of 9,18 ha within 

Alienable and Disposable Land (see attached report); 

 
The first Multipartite Monitoring Team (MMT) was carried out in the 

Municipality of Quezon on 14 November 2013, amongst the various mission’s 

findings, the MMT was able to document massive forest clearing and removal of 

riparian vegetation along the edges of Ljambungan river in Bgy. Berong, 

allegedly being carried out by Agumil Philippines Inc. (see attached photos and 

report).  

The MMT also documented the illegal opening of a road along the side of the 

same river allegedly constructed by the same company; causing severe soil 

erosion and collapsing of river edges (see attached photos). Such findings 

indicate that Agumil Philippines Inc and PPVOMI have violated DENR EO 23 in 

both barangay Tagusao and Berong.   

 
The expansion of oil palm plantations outside the authorized ECC area (ECC-

R4B-0807-17B-3909 issued to PPVOMI on September 26, 2008) in Quezon was 

confirmed by Roselyn Julian (Rep. of Agumil Philippines Inc.) in the course of 



the MMT mission. The mission also found evidence of Agumil oil palm 

plantations expanding in the Tagbanua CADT area in Berong with no formal 

evidence of free-prior informed consent (FPIC) being obtained by such 

communities, and with no Certificate of Precondition (CP) released by the 

National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) to Agumil Philippines, Inc, 

as it would be required by the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (R:A. 8371); 

The Palawan Provincial Office of NCIP has already ascertained that oil palm 

plantations overlap with the ancestral domain of Tagbanua and Palawan tribes 

in at least 16 barangay belonging to five municipalities (see attached letter); 

 

The expansion of oil palm plantations by Agumil Philippines, Inc., and by other 

companies and enterprises, is taking place without the Free and Prior Informed 

Consent (FPIC) of the local indigenous communities, and thus in violation of 

NCIP Administrative Order no.3 of series of 2012 and in contradictions with 

other key articles stated in the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (R.A. 8371) such 

as the: 1) Rights of Ownership (Chapter III, Sec. 7, item a); 2) Rights to 

Religious, Cultural Sites and Ceremonies (Chapter VI, Section 33); 3) Right to 

Develop Lands and Natural Resources. (Chapter III, Sec. 7, item b); 4) the 

Rights to Ancestral Lands (Chapter III, Sec. 8); 5) the Right to Determine and 

Decide Priorities for Development (Chap. IV, Sec. 17), etc; 

Members of indigenous communities also claim that there is a direct 

relationship between oil palm expansion, the impoverishment of their diet, and 

the progressive deterioration of their traditional livelihood.  Such indigenous 

communities believe that oil palm plantations are responsible for the drastic 

decline of medicinal plants traditionally used by them for curing common 

ailments, as well as for the depletion of non-timber forest products (NTFP), 

animal species and fresh water resources on which they also depend for their 

livelihood; (see attached ALDAW report to NTFP-EP and Broederliik Delen). 

Except for a SEP clearance issued to PPVOMI for its nursery and oil mill area 

(about 13 hectares) there are no SEP clearances issued for the remaining 

thousands of hectares being converted into oil palm plantations (around 6,000 

ha until present time).   

The existence of this SEP clearance (and of no other SEP clearances) was 
confirmed in a letter from PCSD to ALDAW/NATRIPAL dated 27 August 2013 
(see attached letter and copy of SEP clearance) in response to 

ALDAW/NATRIPAL request letter dated 22 August 2013 (see attached letter). 



The development and expansion of oil palm plantations without SEP clearance 
is in clear violation with the key provisions of the Strategic Environmental Plan 

(R.A. 7611); 

Between 20-25 November 2013, in the course of a field appraisal, the Palawan 

Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) had already ascertained for itself 

the complaints raised by members of oil palm impacted municipalities during a 

set of consultations facilitated by ALDAW, which were based on interviews to 

20 respondents from the six oil palm affected municipalities in Southern 

Palawan; 

The officials and members of the cooperatives who entered into agreements 

with Agumil Philippines, Inc, bitterly complain that several sections found 

within the signed Production Technical Marketing Agreement (PTMA) are solely 

in favor of Agumil Philippines, Inc and at the disadvantage of cooperatives.  As 

a result, there have been numerous and unheard calls on the part of the 

officials and members of such cooperatives to request urgent amendments in 

the terms and conditions of such agreements;  

Members and officials of those cooperatives engaged in oil palm plantation 

further complain about the lack of transparency on the part of the Agumil 
Philippines, Inc. and about company’s financial reports not being shared with 
its members, as well as about the lack of economic benefits received from oil 

palm plantations and the difficulties in copying with their loan obligations; 
 

 
Plantation workers, which include both local indigenous people and migrants, 
have complained about unfair working conditions, delayed payments and 

unfair computation of working days, and about no benefits and/or any form of 
insurance being provided by the company to its workers; 

 
In line with this we ask the provincial government of Palawan to immediately 

issue a moratorium on the expansion of the oil palm plantation in Palawan 

until: 

• All charges and evidences against Agumil Philippines, Inc. and other 

enterprises involved in oil palm expansion are properly assessed and processed 

through the available legal and juridical means; 

• Reliable scientific data such as social, cultural, economic and 

environmental baseline studies become available on the real benefits gained 

from oil palm development in comparison to the adverse environmental and 



social costs which have so far been assessed and documented and which also 

need additional investigation and research in order to be fully understood; 

• A serious review and topographic mapping of existing and proposed oil 

palm plantations is carried out in order to assess their present ecological 

status and the overlapping between them and those areas that are still 

conserved and managed by indigenous people as well as the overlapping with 

ECAN land categories, timberland, etc; and 

IMMEDIATELY STOP THE PLANTING AND TENDING OF OIL PALMS IN 

AREAS THAT HAVE ALREADY BEEN PROVEN TO BE PART OF 

TIMBERLAND, ALIENABLE & DISPOSABLE LAND, ANCESTRAL LAND 

DOMAIN, ETC AND, THUS, TO PROCEED TO THE ERADICATIONS OF 

EXISTING OIL PALMS IN SUCH LOCATIONS, AS WELL AS TO THE 

REHABILITATION OF DEFORESTED AREAS THROUGH THE REPLANTING 

OF ENDEMIC TREE SPECIES. 

 

 

 

 


