
OPEN LETTER TO THE CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC OF PERU FOR
THE DEBATE AND APPROVAL OF BILL No. 2062/2021-CR ON
INDIGENOUS AMAZONIAN SECURITY – MECHANISMS FOR THE
PROTECTION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES.

We, the member organisations of the Zero Tolerance Initiative (ZTI) – a global coalition led
by indigenous peoples, community representatives and supporting NGOs, working
collectively to address the underlying causes of killings and violence against human rights
defenders, and other partner organizations, stand in solidarity with and join the call made
by the Amazonian indigenous peoples of Peru and their representative organisations, and
in particular that of the indigenous guards and other self-protection mechanisms, and we
respectfully request that the Congress of the Republic prioritise the debate and vote on Bill
No. 2062/2021-CR, which proposes the recognition of the autonomous organisation of the
Amazonian Indigenous Security (SIA)[1], at the next plenary session on 24 June this year,
within the framework of the current legislative term.

Tuesday 23 June 2026

1. Congreso de la República del Perú, “Expediente 2021/2062,” Sistema de Proyectos de Ley (Spley),
https://wb2server.congreso.gob.pe/spley-portal/#/expediente/2021/2062
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Indigenous territories in the Peruvian Amazon have been suffering an unprecedented
wave of attacks, including the spread of illegal activities, harassment, threats and
murders of indigenous defenders, invasions of indigenous communities’ territories, the
illicit trafficking of natural resources, and other situations that threaten the safety of
Amazonian peoples and ecosystems. Data from Peru’s Ministry of Justice and Human
Rights (MINJUSDH) and indigenous organisations show 590 incidents of threats against
defenders since 2019. Furthermore, the Shipibo-Konibo-Xetebo people have recorded the
highest number of threats nationwide, whilst the Kakataibo people hold the record for
murders per capita, with six people killed in the last six years – the highest figure in the
whole of Peru. Added to this is the grim data reported by the Inter-Ethnic Association for
the Development of the Peruvian Rainforest (AIDESEP), which states that 35 indigenous
defenders have been murdered since 2020.

It is against this backdrop of violence that the indigenous communities of the Peruvian
Amazon, with the support of their representative indigenous organisations, and in
accordance with and in fulfilment of the constitutional recognition of special indigenous
jurisdiction provided for in Article 149 of the Political Constitution of Peru, as well as the
international obligations assumed by the Peruvian State through Convention No. 169 of
the International Labour Organisation (ILO), have for decades been developing various
forms of control, conflict prevention and self-protection of their ancestral territories in
the face of threats seeking to take over their territories and lives. Consequently,
indigenous-led territorial security mechanisms already exist, such as the Amazonian
Indigenous Security force of the Asháninka people, the indigenous guards of the Shipibo-
Konibo-Xetebo and Kakataibo peoples, and others, all of whom play a key role in
safeguarding life within the Amazonian indigenous territories.

Given the historic opportunity for Peru on 24 June, during the final plenary session of the
current legislative term, we, the undersigned, join in international solidarity to call upon
the Congress of the Republic to schedule the debate and approval of Bill No.
2062/2021CR. This bill is of vital importance for recognising and strengthening
autonomous organisation for the security of Amazonian indigenous peoples, as a
mechanism to protect indigenous peoples from threats affecting their territories, their
physical integrity, their collective rights and the conservation of Amazonian ecosystems.
Furthermore, its approval would help to establish and strengthen a regulatory
framework that contributes to coordination with the relevant authorities to guarantee
the security and development of indigenous communities. Its adoption would mark a
historic recognition for the indigenous peoples of Peru.
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For this reason, the undersigned organisations urge the Congress of the Republic to
debate and adopt Bill No. 2062/2021 CR, thereby ensuring full respect for the rights of
indigenous peoples.

In solidarity: 

1. Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana (AIDESEP), Peru
2. Asociación ProPurús, Peru
3. Africa Child Care Nation (ACCN), South Sudan
4. Amazon Watch, USA
5. Asia Indigenous Peoples Network on Extractive Industries and Energy (AIPNEE),

Philippines
6. Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD), UK
7. Centro Amazónico de Antropología y Aplicación Práctica (CAAAP), Peru
8. Centro de Políticas Públicas y Derechos Humanos - Perú Equidad, Peru
9. Comisión de Derechos Humanos de Pucallpa, Peru

10. Consejo Shipibo-Konibo-Xetebo (COSHICOX), Peru
11. Federación de Comunidades Nativas de Puerto Inca y Afluentes (FECONAPIA), Peru
12. Federación de Comunidades Nativas de Ucayali y Afluentes (FECONAU), Peru
13. Federación de Pueblos Indígenas Kechwa Chazuta Amazonía (FEPIKECHA), Peru
14. Forest Peoples Programme (FPP), UK
15. Guardia Indígena del Pueblo Kakataibo del Perú (GIPKAP), Peru
16. Indigenous Peoples Rights International
17. Indigenous Rights Advocacy Centre (IRAC), India
18. Institute for Indigenous Affairs and Development (IIAD), Denmark
19. Instituto de Defensa Legal (IDL), Peru

20. Kapaeeng Foundation, Bangladesh
21. Lawyers’ Association for Human Rights of Nepalese Indigenous Peoples

(LAHURNIP), Nepal
22. Not1More
23. Organización Regional Guardia Indígena (ORGI), Peru
24. Peru Support Group, UK
25. Proceso de Comunidades Negras (PCN), Colombia
26. Programme Intégré pour le Développement du Peuple Pygmée (PIDP), Democratic

Republic of Congo
27. Promotion of Indigenous and Nature Together (POINT) Myanmar
28. Red Nacional de Abogadas y Abogados por los Derechos Humanos y los Pueblos

Indígenas (RENADHI), Peru
29. Water Protector Legal Collective (WPLC), USA
30. Water Witness, UK 3
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