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Rights-based and ecosystem-based approaches provide a foundation for transforming the conservation paradigm,
and enabling local people and conservation organizations to be strategic allies. Conservation agencies — whether
government agencies, NGOs or their funders — and local communities who depend on ecosystems for their livelihoods
share the common aim of safeguarding biological and cultural diversity for present and future generations. Indigenous
peoples and local communities are part of the constituency of change agents that need to be closely involved in
delivering the 2050 vision for biodiversity. In this respect, specific attention is needed to ensure the safety of
environmental rights defenders. Their actions for protecting the biodiversity on which they are dependent for their
livelihood, and hold deep knowledge about, are critical to ‘bend the curve’ of biodiversity loss over the next 10 years.

Human rights are essential to realise the vision of “living in harmony with nature”. At the same time, human rights
depend on biodiversity: the right to food, clean water, health, culture and even life itself depends on thriving
biodiversity and ecosystems. The human right to a clean and healthy environment is protected by the constitutions of
over 100 states, and weaving a rights-based and an ecosystem-based approach in the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework can be a key avenue to achieve the transformational changes needed to address biodiversity loss.
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