
Press release: Indigenous communities reject interference and lies of the company Ocho Sur in 

Ucayali   

26 April 2023 

In response to the communiqué issued by Ocho Sur on 5 April 2023, the Indigenous communities of 

Santa Clara de Uchunya, San Francisco and Puerto Firmeza, of the Shipibo-Konibo People, state the 

following:  

 

1. Ocho Sur is a business group that operates on the same lands that once belonged to 

Plantaciones de Pucallpa and Plantaciones de Ucayali, with the same main investors and 

under the same illegal scheme. These began their activities in 2012, deforesting 12,000 

hectares of primary forests of high conservation value
12

, illegal land trafficking
34

, organised 

crime
5
 and State corruption to the detriment of the Shipibo-Konibo Indigenous people and 

Peruvian society as a whole.  

2. The current US owners of Ocho Sur, the Anholt/Kattegat group and Amerra Capital, have 

been investing in the plantations in Ucayali since 2012
6
. Both companies have been 

repeatedly warned by Ucayali's main Indigenous organisations and civil society organisations 

about the environmental damage and abuses against the Santa Clara de Uchunya 

community at the hands of Ocho Sur P, requiring them to intervene in letters. Despite the 

urgency of the case, compounded by threats and aggressions perpetrated against 

community members, the investors have not responded publicly to date.   

3. Instead, Ocho Sur has doubled down on its tactics of division and harassment, using its 

power to foment divisions within the Shipibo-Konibo people, especially within our 

communities. We publicly denounce that Ocho Sur has promoted leaderships outside the 

will of our people in Santa Clara de Uchunya, San Francisco and Puerto Firmeza, trying to 

impose itself to favour its own interests and affecting our links with the organisations of the 

Indigenous movement at regional and national level. We reject their interference and 

demand respect for our self-determination and respect for Mother Earth.   

4. Seven years have passed, and yet the Shipibo-Konibo people have not given up on 

recovering their ancestral lands: leaders continue denouncing the abuses of Ocho Sur, from 

the football tournaments sponsored by the company to improve its image, to the corridors 

of the UN in New York. Our communities continue to resist and do not endorse 

deforestation or abuses against our Indigenous brothers and sisters. Our consciences have 

no price. 

5. We support the community of Santa Clara de Uchunya that continues to promote processes 

before international bodies, such as the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, to 

recover their ancestral territory, today in the hands of Ocho Sur. In 2022, they achieved the 

registration in public records of the partial title to 1,544.2025 hectares, at the cost of the 

long struggle undertaken by the community, who continue to resist the arrogance of the 
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 https://larepublica.pe/sociedad/2022/07/18/ucayali-depredan-mas-de-10000-hectareas-en-la-amazonia-

dennis-melka-deforestacion  
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 https://maaproject.org/2015/imagen-4-proyectos-de-aceite-de-palma-deforestan-el-bosque-primario-de-la-

amazonia-peruana-primera-parte-nueva-requena/  
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 https://ojo-publico.com/3706/ocho-sur-senala-que-no-tiene-vinculos-con-plantaciones-ucayali  
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 https://keneamazon.net/Documents/Publications/Amazonia-Arrasada.pdf  
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 https://es.insightcrime.org/investigaciones/arrasar-y-quemar-la-deforestacion-en-la-amazonia-peruana/  

6
 https://convoca.pe/investigacion/caso-melka-los-financistas-detras-del-negocio-de-la-palma-aceitera-en-

zonas  
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company, despite being a giant with greater powers and capacities. It is David fighting 

against Goliath
7
.  

6. We remind the public that Ocho Sur has open legal proceedings linked to the violation of the 

right to health of its workers, who denounced overcrowded and unsanitary conditions in the 

midst of the national health emergency: 90% of its workers tested positive for COVID in 

2020, at the height of the pandemic
8
.  

7. Finally, we highlight that palm oil drives deforestation and violence against our Indigenous 

peoples, fuelling the inequalities that exist in the Amazon
9
: the dispossession of our 

livelihoods, and the violence resulting from territorial insecurity. Indigenous organisations 

have documented how the expansion of drug trafficking, unchecked for more than a decade, 

has invaded many Indigenous territories in our region
10

. This has occurred at the same time 

as the aggressive expansion of oil palm monocultures, typified by Ocho Sur; in both cases, 

the price has been paid with the buen vivir of communities, the destruction of territories, 

threats and impunity. Get oil palm away from the Peruvian rainforest! Get away Ocho Sur! 

 

Translation of original statement in Spanish: 

https://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/default/files/documents/pronunciamiento%20le%C3%ADdo%

20en%20la%20conferencia.pdf  
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 https://www.forestpeoples.org/es/news/2022/santa-clara-uchunya-land-defenders-struggle-palm-oil  

8
 https://convoca.pe/investigacion/ucayali-el-90-de-los-trabajadores-de-ocho-sur-testeados-dieron-positivo-

para-covid-19?fbclid=IwAR2qUIq7qMgP3gaNl89WDk1ecTBmbnwex5YNVXf43HyFoJV3B_WYoNMlVCA  
9
 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5dd54fee892a44239f179598aa05aafb  
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 https://www.opendemocracy.net/es/no-sabemos-cuanta-coca-cultiva-peru/  
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