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Indigenous leaders and human rights defenders from Africa, Latin
America, and Asia begin EU tour, as battle heats up over efforts to end
abuses from trade of products that destroy forests, violate human rights

At Amsterdam press briefing, delegates to join European NGOs in releasing new
report and stories showing impact of failure to fulfill promises to stop violence
and deforestation from imports of beef, palm oil, soy from forest nations

A delegation of Indigenous and rural community leaders from 11 countries—Argentina,
Cameroon, Colombia, DRC, Guyana, Indonesia, Liberia, Malaysia, Paraguay, Peru, and
Suriname—are in Amsterdam this week to deliver a tough message to Dutch and other
European leaders.

The delegation arrives in Europe at a delicate moment for the EU, which is facing
stiff opposition to a proposal to implement the world’s first ban on an agricultural
commodity. Malaysia and Indonesia—with growing stakes in palm oil plantations
in Africa and Latin America— continue to lobby hard to weaken the proposed ban
on the use of palm oil in biofuels sold in Europe. Most recently, Sweden, the
United Kingdom and the Netherlands have made statements questioning the
fairness of the EU proposal.



mailto:csirica@burness.com
mailto:wbautista@burness.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/malaysia-palmoil-eu/european-move-to-ban-palm-oil-from-biofuels-is-crop-apartheid-malaysia-idUSL3N1PD1NJ
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/917243/brussels-palm-oil-ban-british-defence-contracts-france-kuala-lampur

At a press briefing in Amsterdam on Thursday, 15 February, the delegation from Africa,
Asia and Latin America will join European NGOs to present the results of a
comprehensive analysis reporting on the impact of trade with the EU, and the policy
implementation record in agricultural commodities. They will do so as European civil
society groups and social movements scale up pressure on the EU to deliver on its
promises to respect human rights and halt deforestation in the trade of commodities.

Since 2014, governments in the North and South have made dramatic and high-profile
pledges to protect human rights and achieve zero deforestation in their commodity
supply chains, promising to do so by 2020 or 2030; similar commitments have been
made by certification schemes, investors and corporations in North America and the
EU.

The stories by the leaders of indigenous and other rural communities in forest countries
will suggest that governments and companies in tropical forest nations are ignoring a
high-profile set of voluntary guidelines that are designed to stop deforestation and
human rights abuses, all linked to commodities found in the shoes, handbags,
chocolates, beef and dog food purchased by European consumers.

Citing the findings in the new report to be released on Thursday, the forest peoples will
tell political leaders in the EU that, rather than addressing deforestation and conflict,
trade agreements and investments in agricultural commodities often drive the expansion
of agro-industrial operations into the rainforests and spur a rise in the murders of local
human rights and forest defenders.

They also will point to a growing body of evidence showing that the loss of local
communities puts forests at significant risk. In the Amazon alone, on indigenous lands
with strong rights for local communities, deforestation is two to three times lower than it
is outside of those territories.

Following a week in Amsterdam, the delegation will split and one group will go to
Brussels, and the other to London.

WHO: Franco Segesso from Argentina, Romial Mabaya from Cameroon; Hernando Castro from
Colombia; Jean-Marie Nkanda from Democratic Republic of Congo; Ron James from Guyana;
Franky Samperante and Edi Sutrisno from Indonesia; Mina Bayan Owusu from Liberia; Mirta
Pereira from Paraguay; and Jamer Lopez and Shapiom Noningo Sesen from Peru. In addition,
the delegation will include human rights defenders from Colombia, Malaysia and Suriname that
cannot be named for security reasons.

WHEN: Press briefing 9 a.m. CET (GMT+1), Thursday, 15 February.

WHERE: Zoku (Room: Walt's Workshop) Weesperstraat 105. (1018 VN Amsterdam)

Interviews as requested in Amsterdam, or at The Hague on 15 February and
Brussels and London, 19-22 February


https://www.euandgvc.nl/documents/publications/2015/december/7/declarations
http://forestdeclaration.org/
http://www.wri.org/news/2017/12/release-new-landmark-data-measure-impacts-indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities

The Forest Peoples Programme

supports the rights of peoples who live in forests and depend on them for their
livelihoods. We work to create political space for forest peoples to secure their rights,
control their lands and decide their own futures.

BothENDS

supports a sustainable, fair and inclusive world where long-term environmental
sustainability and social equity take priority over short-term profits. We work to
strengthen global civil society in order to gain decisive influence on the use of nature
and the environment, thus contributing to sustainable societies that respect all human
rights.
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