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Our delegations of Indigenous Peoples of the world, being very pleased to meet on this occasion 

in Japan, wish to thank the Ainu, the Indigenous Peoples of Japan. 

 

We are extremely pleased Japan has now officially accepted the Ainu as Indigenous Peoples of 

this land. 

 

We also acknowledge the Okinawans/ Ryukyuams as Indigenous Peoples. 

 

We bring our greetings as Indigenous Peoples from all regions of the world. 

 

We appreciate the work of the Government of Japan, the Prefecture of Aichi, and the city of 

Nagoya, for hosting this important meeting and for the range of contributions Japan has made in 

recent years at the international level to affirm and promote the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

Our representatives come from all regions representing from many different ecosystems. 

 

--- 

 

In 2007, the United Nations General Assembly recognized and affirmed that Indigenous Peoples 

have equal rights and freedoms to all other peoples of the world. 

 

We have the right to self-determination, and that means we have the right to make our own 

decisions regarding the access to our lands, territories, waters and natural resources 

 

We are the owners of our territories and fully responsible for the biodiversity, and biological 

materials and resources belonging to our territories. 

 

We have the right to exercise the same power freely enjoyed by other peoples of the world, i.e. 

the power of free, prior and informed consent when OUR territories andresources are being 

accessed  

 

Our status and our rights, as Indigenous Peoples, are universally recognised and must now be 

respected and implemented by the Parties to this Convention. 



 

On these rights there can be no compromise. 

 

The era of entrenched domestic domination by some States over Indigenous Peoples is finished. 

 

--- 

 

Indigenous Peoples lives continue to be inextricably linked to nature and its laws. 

 

We are necessary to reversing the loss of biodiversity and safeguarding  the natural and spiritual 

wellbeing of mother earth. 

 

We also emphasize  the integral and necessary roles indigenous women have in the protection 

and maintenance of our Mother Earth, genetic resources and traditional knowledge.   

 

The participation of Indigenous women in the process of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

has significantly contributed in the negotiations under the Convention.  Our elders as holders of 

ancestral knowledge are important experts in the scope of the Convention. 

 

Indigenous youth will hold future responsibilities for our lands, territories, waters, and resources 

and the maintenance of our traditional knowledge so we must ensure their full and effective 

involvement in current decisions and actions. 

--- 

 

We acknowledge that yesterday, 17
 
October, was the International Day for the Eradication of 

Poverty. 

 

For Indigenous Peoples poverty is brought about by the loss of our lands, territories and waters. 

 

Without our territories and resources we are at extreme risk to lose our cultures, traditional 

knowledge, livelihoods, rights to development and spiritual identity. 

 

--- 

 

We do not want Parties to this Convention to dismiss our relevance or importance. 

 

When the Convention was negotiated and adopted in 1992 it did not take due account of our 

existence and importance as Indigenous Peoples nor our responsibilities for our own territories. 

 

Much has occurred in these past two decades to bring our issues to the fore so we do thank the 

Parties for that partial progress to date. 

 

However the third Global Biodiversity Outlook report provides conclusive and damaging 

evidence the targets for 2010 have not been reached. 

 

The lack of implementation of the Akwé: Kon guidelines mean that important goals for 

Indigenous Peoples have not been achieved by 2010. 

 

More must be done if positive results are to be made in protecting biological diversity and the 



rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

 

The Conference of Parties does have a responsibility to ensure that the rights of Indigenous 

Peoples are entrenched in the Convention and its various structures. 

 

We remind you again that you have failed to reach the targets that you have set for yourselves. 

 

You will continue to fail if you ignore us and our important role and identity. 

 

--- 

 

We now call upon COP 10 to consider and incorporate the rights, interests and needs of 

Indigenous Peoples into all decisions of this Conference. 

 

We must have full and effective participation from the beginning in planning, decision-making 

and implementation, and this role must be explicitly reflected in the text of decisions. 

 

COP 10 must ensure that, at this crucial stage of implementation of the Convention, Indigenous 

Peoples must be involved whenever the CBD issues touch upon our rights and interests. 

 

 

 


