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FERN movemem

8 April 2013

The Rt Hon Oliver Letwin, MP
Minister of State, Cabinet Office
House of Commons,

London SW1A 0AA

Dear Mr Letwin,

The UK Government announced on the 29" November 2012 at a high level meeting a ‘significant new
forests programme’ to be funded under the International Climate Fund (ICF), centred on addressing
the drivers of deforestation, working with the private sector and developing countries.

Broadly speaking, we welcome this announcement, but are concerned that very little progress seems
to have been made in turning this commitment into concrete action. The ICF ends in 2015. More
needs to be done now for real progress to be made in the time remaining.

We believe that the commitment presents a real opportunity for the UK to assume global leadership
on forest protection, using innovative mechanisms and programmes, and forging powerful
partnerships between the public, private and voluntary sectors.

We believe it would be tragically unfortunate if the delay in seizing this opportunity were to lead to
the kind of hasty mis-allocation of forest protection funds that occurred under the previous
administration, particularly in terms of support for the Congo Basin Forest Fund (through the African
Development Bank) and the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (World Bank).

We therefore urge you to ensure that the new ‘forest programme’ materialises by ensuring that the
Ministries in charge develop the programme through a consultative and collaborative process and
set a clear deadline for adoption of the programme and for a mechanism to disburse funds.

To be effective the new forest programme must address commodity supply chains on both the supply
and demand side; it should refrain from propping up failing carbon markets; it should strengthen and
support locally owned enterprises and facilitate clarification and strengthening of community land
tenure, which is one of the most effective ways to protect forests. Clear lessons can be learned from
the UK-funded Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Trade (FLEGT) approach. The attached
document provides more information on what, in our opinion, the programme should — and should
not — focus on.
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We respectfully request a meeting with you to discuss our concerns relating to both the
development and content of the proposed programme.

Yours sincerely,

Cath Long, Director Well Grounded

Faith Doherty, Director Environmental Investigation Agency

Francesca de Gasparis, Director of The Green Belt Movement International, Europe
Janet Meissner Pritchard, Senior Lawyer, Climate & Forest Programme, Client Earth
Saskia Ozinga, Campaigns Coordinator FERN

Simon Counsell, Director Rainforest Foundation UK

Tom Griffiths, Director Responsible Finance Programme, Forest Peoples Programme

cc Rt Hon Ed Davey, MP

cc Rt Hon Greg Barker, MP

cc Rt Hon Justin Greening, MP
cc Lynne Featherstone, MP

cc Rt Hon Owen Paterson, MP
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