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Batwa to petition Parliament over land

By Raymond Baguma

THE Batwa community in
Uganda has petitioned
Parliament, demanding for
recognition of their rights
to land.

They want to be allowed
access to their former
ancestral land which was
gazetted as forestland so
that their cultural values
can be preserved.

Through their association,
the United Organisation for
Batwa Development in
Uganda, they also demand-

ed land for resettlement.
The declaration was
signed by 41 Batwa commu-
nity representatives in the
districts of Kisoro, Kabale,

Kanungu, Mbarara and
Masaka.
The declaration was

recently submitted to the

Ministry of Gender, Labour

and Social Development. It
will be presented to the
Speaker of Parliament and
the Equal Opportunities
Commission.

A statement issued by the
organisation said the

Batwa, with a population of
about 6,700, were homeless,
landless and one of the
poorest and most margin-
alised communities in
Uganda.

It is said the Batwa were
the original inhabitants of
the forest areas in the Great
Lakes region. They
survived on hunting and
fruit gathering. .

However, the forest
reserves In southwestern
Uganda were  gazetted
for Mgahinga National
Park, Bwindi Impenetrable

‘ We are denied
opportunity to
live a dignified
life like other
citizens

Batwa leaders

National Park and Echuya
Central Forest Reserve,
As a result, the Batwa

were banned from their
traditional activities and
displaced from their land.
In the petition, the Batwa
guestioned why wild ani-
mals in the national parks
and forests were being pro-
tected by guns, vet the
Batwa, who are citizens of
Uganda with rights to vote,

were suffering.
Penninah Zaninka, the
coordinator, said: “The

Batwa are deprived of
access to their forests and
do not have land. The
Government has obliga-

tions under international
law to cater for it's people.
These obligations should be
met.”

Besides being landless, the
Batwa also cited poor access
to health care, education

ia_ncl employment opportuni-
15,
They stated: “We are

denied an opportunity to
live a dignified life and con-
tribute to national develop-
ment contrary to the inter-
national human rights stan-
dards and the Constitution
of Uganda.”



