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th

 May 2013 

 

COVER NOTE TO RSPO 
 

 

Re: Complaint regarding sale agreement of Wilmar Group oil palm concession (PT 

Asiatic Persada, Jambi, Indonesia) to Prima Fortune International Ltd and PT Agro 

Mandiri Semesta without prior consultation or information-sharing with Suku Anak 

Dalam (SAD) affected communities currently engaged in IFC CAO mediation with the 

district government of Jambi (Joint Team Mediation) and coalition of complaint 

signatories  

 

Dear Darrell Weber,  

 

                                On behalf of the affected Suku Anak Dalam (SAD) communities of 

Sungai Beruang and Pinang Tinggi, we forward to you as Secretary General of the RSPO this 

complaint directed to Wilmar Group regarding its sale agreement of PT Asiatic Persada 

(Jambi, Indonesia) to Prima Fortune International Ltd and PT Agro Mandiri Semesta.  

 

This sale agreement has been effected without any prior consultation or information-sharing 

with Suku Anak Dalam (SAD) affected communities currently engaged in IFC CAO 

mediation with the provincial government of Jambi (Joint Team Mediation), or with the 

coalition of original signatories to the IFC complaint of 9
th

 November 2011 which led to this 

mediation process. There are serious uncertainties over the terms and implications of this 

handover to non-Wilmar, non-RSPO member and non-IFC funded companies for the 

mediation process underway since early 2012. Wilmar has to date failed to inform the 

communities or complaint signatories on whether and how it will continue to assume any 

responsibility in ensuring that the conflicts in PT Asiatic Persada are fully resolved. 

 

In relation to the substance of this complaint, we note that is a weakness of the RSPO that is 

has to date not developed criteria or guidance related to the obligations of RSPO member 

companies where concessions are sold to non-RSPO companies, particularly where conflicts 

and conflict resolution processes are still underway. This is an issue which urgently requires 

addressing as part of systemic reform of the RSPO mechanism, and which we intend to raise 

with the RSPO in ensuing communications.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Abun Yani, Ketua Adat Suku Anak Dalam Batin Sembilan 

Jefri Saragih, Sawit Watch 

Marcus Colchester, Forest Peoples Programme  

Rukaiyah Rofiq, Yayasan SETARA Jambi 


