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28 May 2019 

 

 

Pravin Rajandran  

Dispute Settlement Facility Manager  

For and on behalf of the RSPO Secretariat 

 

 

RE: Notification of Rejection of RSPO/2019/06/PR (The Complaint lodged against 

Alicorp S.A.A) 

 

Dear Pravin Rajandran, 

 

In response to the recent Notification of Rejection, dated 13 May, concerning the complaint 

presented against Alicorp, Forest Peoples Programme and our fellow co-complainants 

respectfully request that the Secretariat clarify and review its decision to reject the complaint 

in question.  

 

We are particularly concerned that the decision to reject the complaint against Alicorp 

potentially exposes flaws in the RSPO system, notably the absence of any requirement not to 

purchase palm oil from a source publicly condemned by the RSPO – as Alicorp has done with 

Ocho Sur P (previously Plantaciones de Pucallpa) – as well as the de facto exclusion of 

processing companies like Alicorp from bearing any responsibility for sourcing palm oil linked 

to deforestation and human rights violations. It is on this basis, and especially recalling public 

comments made last year by RSPO’s LatAm Director to the effect that the RSPO indeed has 

the capacity to investigate this case,1 that we question the Secretariat’s initial decision. 

 

Furthermore, we hold that Alicorp has acted in violation of the RSPO Code of Conduct. With 

reference to p.11 of the complaint, we stated: “Most notably, the Company is in breach of 

Principle 2 of the Code of Conduct for failing to engage with the Community and its 

                                                         
1 Interviewer: “Alicorp is a member of the RSPO, but there is no way for us to find out about its work process, 

even more so after discovering that it bought crude oil from companies that acquired fruits from deforested areas. 

What transparency mechanisms should companies that are part of the RSPO have? Or is there a double standard: 

one thing goes for the RSPO and another in Peru?” 

Francisco Naranjo: "No. It should not be so because when a company is a member of the RSPO, we obviously 

ask that it comply with all local regulations, but it also has a commitment to us and has signed a code of conduct, 

which is why they are subject to this complaints mechanism and claims." (Own translation). 

http://convoca.pe/agenda-propia/la-sancion-maxima-por-incumplir-con-el-uso-sostenible-de-palma-aceitera-es-
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representative organisation FECONAU to resolve this conflict and failing to provide the 

requested information about its supply chain.” We therefore ask that the Complaints Panel 

consider whether Alicorp has complied with the RSPO Code of Conduct when giving further 

consideration to this matter.  

 

At the same time, we wish to take this opportunity to welcome the RSPO Secretariat’s move 

to obtain a public statement and evidence from Alicorp regarding its sourcing of palm oil, and 

we respectfully ask that the RSPO accelerate this request to the extent possible.  

 

We are grateful for your consideration of this urgent matter. Please do not hesitate to contact 

us with any additional questions you might have.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Tom Younger 

Project Officer 

Forest Peoples Programme 

 
 
 
 
 
 


