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4 Annual Report 2018

We are a human rights organisation supporting forest peoples around the world 
to secure their rights, control their lands, and decide their own futures. We support 
them to protect and restore the well-being of their societies and lands.

Nearly all forests around the world are inhabited
Yet forests are commonly treated as empty lands controlled by the state and 
available for development (logging, dams, mines, oil wells, gas pipelines), 
agribusiness (plantations, pasture), or ‘protected’ for conservation. The peoples 
who live in these forests have customary rights and have developed ways of life 
and traditional knowledge that are attuned to their environments, but these 
encroachments often force peoples out of their forest homes.

Our Vision
We support forest peoples and indigenous organisations to promote an alternative 
vision of how forests should be managed, based on respect for the rights, 
knowledge, cultures and identities of the peoples who know them best. We do this 
through advocacy, practical projects and capacity building, working alongside more 
than 60 partner organisations. We do this so forests can be owned and controlled by 
the people within them, ensuring sustainable livelihoods, equity and well-being for 
future generations and for the protection of the forests and nature within them.

Strategic Approaches
Self-determination
Supporting and advancing the exercise of self-determination by indigenous 
and forest peoples by strengthening territorial governance, mobilisation and 
representation, and the creation and use of political spaces where indigenous and 
forest peoples’ voices can be heard. 

Access to Justice
Ensuring access to justice by developing and using accountability and redress 
mechanisms in both public and private institutions that are directly accessible to 
indigenous and forest peoples and their communities.

Legal and Policy Reform
Partnered advocacy towards legal and policy reform and the development of best 
practice and standards consistent with indigenous and forest peoples’ rights in 
international law.

Building Solidarity
Networking, sharing information and building solidarity for coordinated action 
among a wide range of actors.
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Director’s message 
Global news in 2018 made hard reading. Forest peoples who we support faced intimidation and murder. 
Political instability and populist leaders put increasing pressure on land tenure of indigenous peoples and local 
communities. Reports suggest that we are losing more tropical tree cover than ever before, threatened by palm 
oil and other agricultural expansion, and illegal logging and mining. And the latest IPCC reports were damning in 
their verdict of tropical forest loss and its contribution to causing runaway climate change. This requires deep and 
far-reaching actions by government, business and civil society to address these issues and their causes. 

Indigenous and tropical forest communities have long been known to be among the best protectors of tropical 
forests, and the nature they house. Working with these communities as they seek to secure control of their 
territories and human rights remains at the heart of our mission. 

Having now been Director of Forest Peoples Programme for a year, I am very proud to be part of such a grounded 
organisation. Our priorities continue to be shaped by the hopes and aspirations of the communities with whom 
we work, often over many decades – they seek control of their territories and to live sustainably in their ancestral 
lands. As an organisation, we are at pains to ensure that wherever possible we are creating space for those 
communities to bring their agenda and vision to the fore. 

This Annual Report reflects our approach, which is to tirelessly support that change from the community level up 
to the international level, which I have seen first-hand. For example, the community I visited in Eastern Borneo 
who are pushing back against a logging concession granted unfairly over their lands, or the communities that 
I met in Cameroon who are using cutting edge technology to directly map and monitor their lands. At the 
international level we have supported a strong indigenous voice at major global summits such as the Convention 
on Biological Diversity and in meetings with senior executives of the largest global consumer goods companies.

In the year ahead, the indigenous peoples and local communities with whom we work will continue to strive 
to achieve their aspirations and their visions for the future. We will support them to exercise their right of 
self-determination. We will work with partners to build more agile approaches to providing legal support for 
communities in crisis. We will work with forest peoples to engage more deeply with the supply chains driving 
deforestation – increasing company transparency and ensuring policy makers across the world make informed 
decisions. We will work alongside our partners to push for a transformation in the way conservation works – 
putting rights at the heart of stewarding nature. And we will also strengthen our own internal systems in areas 
such as safeguarding and infrastructure to enable us to work as a more effective and efficient globally dispersed 
team. 

I am pleased to present this annual report, which highlights many of the ways we are working together to bring 
about positive, systemic change. We thank all of those who have been ongoing allies on this journey and hope 
you will join us to work alongside forest peoples to secure their rights and protect their homes – the world’s great 
forests.

James Whitehead 
Director, Forest Peoples Programme

“Indigenous peoples and local communities embody humanity’s creative 
intelligence and wisdom in our care and love for Mother Earth. We are on the 
frontlines to protect the world’s remaining biodiversity, and many of our leaders 
have been killed defending human rights and the environment.”
Closing statement of the caucus of indigenous peoples and local communities at the CBD COP 14

https://forestpeoples.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=735e0a37114e27968ffb6522c&id=1bd95e99d3&e=b7c5e96c08
https://forestpeoples.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=735e0a37114e27968ffb6522c&id=c4ca4d17e2&e=b7c5e96c08
https://forestpeoples.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=735e0a37114e27968ffb6522c&id=33ba8a95e3&e=b7c5e96c08
https://forestpeoples.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=735e0a37114e27968ffb6522c&id=33ba8a95e3&e=b7c5e96c08
https://forestpeoples.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=735e0a37114e27968ffb6522c&id=48377ffb79&e=b7c5e96c08
https://forestpeoples.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=735e0a37114e27968ffb6522c&id=48377ffb79&e=b7c5e96c08
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New York
Highlighted the need 
for rights-affirming 
conservation at the UN 
Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues

Washington D.C, USA
Supported the Shipibo 
delegation to highlight 
rights violations due to 
land-grabbing for oil palm 
at a thematic hearing 
of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human 
Rights

Panama
Supported the Guna 
people to revive 
traditional conservation 
practices and develop 
resilience plans against 
climate change and 
invasive species

Medellin, Colombia
Supported indigenous 
caucus at the 6th plenary 
of the Inter-governmental 
Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services 
(IPBES-6)

Colombia
Successfully advocated for 
the National Land Agency 
to recognise RCMLP land 
and thereby securing a 
precedent for more than 
50 indigenous peoples’ 
territories

Peru
Filed an emblematic 
lawsuit with Santa Clara 
de Uchunya, where Peru’s 
Constitutional Court will 
for the first time, take a 
decision on indigenous 
land rights

Guyana
Secured commitment by 
head of state to set up an 
inter-agency task force to 
address environmental, 
social, and security 
concerns of the South 
Rupununi 

Brussels, Belgium
Advocacy at the European 
Commission for adoption 
of a rights-based Action 
Plan on Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation

Suriname
Strengthened indigenous 
land management 
systems and pushed for 
implementation of Inter-
American judgements in 
support of collective land 
rights

Montreal, Canada
Supported Indigenous 
caucus at the meetings of 
the CBD’s Subsidiary Body 
on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice, 
and the Subsidiary Body 
on Implementation, about 
the post-2020 biodiversity 
framework

Amsterdam and the 
Hague, Netherlands
Jointly organised 
international forum for 
Human Rights Defenders 
from 11 tropical countries 
with Both ENDS to 
develop a set of policy 
recommendations on 
trade, deforestation and 
human rights

Paris, France
Enabled 6 human rights 
and forest defenders to 
present recommendations 
to the Annual Meeting 
of the Amsterdam 
Declarations Partnership 
on supply chains and zero 
deforestation 

Liberia
Supported the passage 
of the Land Rights Act 
to include protection for 
customary land tenure

Our global reach at a glance
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Chiang Rai, Thailand
Brought together 
representatives from 
across Southeast Asia for 
the 8th annual Human 
Rights & Business 
Conference

Thailand
Supported indigenous 
peoples in the northern 
highlands to defend 
and promote traditional 
practices and customs 
in their customary lands 
without conflict or 
discrimination

Bangladesh
Helped traditional 
resource users of the 
Sundarbans to highlight 
their contributions to 
sustainable management, 
and assert rights to the 
forest 

Indonesia
Secured a new RSPO 
policy to protect human 
rights defenders, and a 
Resolution to discourage 
companies dodging their 
obligations while subject 
to complaints

Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt
Organised a global 
workshop on cultural 
indicators and community 
monitoring and supported 
an indigenous caucus 
at the UN Biodiversity 
Conference

Cameroon
Supported communities 
to submit 3 community 
forest applications and 
which would secure 
almost 15,000 hectares of 
land

Yaoundé, Cameroon
Convened the National 
Dialogue on the Rights 
of Indigenous Forest 
Peoples and their Access 
to Citizenship, as part of 
the Indigenous Navigator 
Initiative

Uganda
Supported convening 
a national dialogue of 
indigenous peoples in 
Uganda leading to the 
Kisoro Memorandum 
calling for action to 
protect indigenous rights 
to lands and inclusion

Kenya
Advocated for, and 
obtained, the suspension 
of the €31 million 
EU Water Project which 
was funding forced 
evictions of the Sengwer 
people

Republic of Congo
Engaged public 
administration and 
the private sector to 
participate in dialogues 
with indigenous peoples 
and local communities

Democratic Republic of 
the Congo
Supported partners and 
indigenous communities 
in Ituri (Mambasa) and 
North Kivu to submit 
requests for an average 
2000 ha of customary 
forest

Our global reach at a glance



Fo
re

st
 P

eo
pl

es
 P

ro
gr

am
m

e

8 Annual Report 2018

Recognising land rights is key to the security, 
livelihoods and prosperity of forest communities, and 
the ecosystems on which they depend. This year we 
have helped communities to secure land titles through 
taking ownership of their mapping and monitoring tools 
to gather evidence of land use and build community 
management plans. 

Our staff were engaged in community mapping and 
monitoring work in Indonesia, Columbia, Peru, Liberia, 
Cameroon, Republic of Congo, Kenya, Central African 
Republic, Suriname and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
For example, we supported three indigenous communities 
in the department of Océan in Cameroon to apply for a 
community forest, to secure their traditional lands. 

We have also focused efforts on confronting 
conservation organisations with the fact that the 
‘New Conservation Paradigm’ (promised 15 years 
ago) putting human rights at the front and centre of 

nature conservation projects has not taken hold. We 
worked collaboratively with conservation agencies and 
communities to try and improve this practice in locations 
including in Cameroon, Kenya, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Indonesia to protect rights and lands from 
those intent on exploiting both, for example, working 
closely with the Sengwer community in Kenya who were 
threatened and harassed by ‘forest guards’ charged with 
protecting forests. Our long-term work is based on the 
need to move away from the model of conservation where 
communities are seen as having a right to be included 
in conservation projects imposed by others, and instead 
recognise that sustainable socio-ecologies can only persist 
or be restored through the recognition of communities’ 
rights to their lands.

We helped create dialogue between government 
agencies, conservation actors and local communities at the 
international level as well as at the local level in Indonesia, 
Kenya, Cameroon, Peru and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. In Cameroon for example this involved validating 
MoUs (between Baka communities and conservation 
authorities) for Lobeke and Boumba bek National Parks 
that now considerably recognise the rights of Baka living 
around and whose livelihoods depend on these parks. 
In Guyana, with our support, a Wapichan Community 
Conserved Forest proposal was submitted directly to the 
President of Guyana in September 2018.

Land, forests and territories

“The process of titling new territories 
is not fast enough and deforestation 
continues to advance.”
Lizardo Cauper Pezo, President of AIDESEP - Peru’s 
national indigenous organisation

Long Isun forest monitor displays data he collected, which will be used as evidence to push for recognition of the community’s land 
rights. Indonesia. Photo Credit: Angus MacInnes/FPP
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Country focus 
Guyana
Our partners in the South Rupununi 
District Council handed their 
environmental monitoring report 
to the President in October 2018. 
This work was the culmination of 
many years of community work and 
led to a commitment to set up an 
inter-agency task force to tackle the 
problems faced by communities 
within the South Rupununi district, 
including destructive and illegal 
mining. There was also a Wapichan 
Community Conserved Forest proposal 
submitted directly to the President 
of Guyana in September (response 
pending) & Sawari Wa’o-Katoonarub 
Land Bill approved by Cabinet and 
awaiting signature of Attorney General 
(potentially resolving a land dispute in 
Wapichan territory dating back to title 
issued in 1976) – and opening the way 
finally to land title and title extensions 
for these villages.

Suriname
We provided solidarity and assistance 
to long-term partner VIDS, tirelessly 
pushing the national process for 
implementation of the Inter-American 
rulings to develop legislative proposals 
for the recognition of ITPs (indigenous 
and tribal peoples) rights in Suriname. 
The maps and reports on historical 
occupation and customary use that 
VIDS produced over the years will 
be used in this process, which is a 
significant recognition of the mapping 
and territorial management work 
undertaken over the past decades. 
VIDS continues to strengthen its 
internal mapping capacity to verify and 
update maps and map new areas. 

Republic of Congo
Our efforts increased dialogue 
between local communities, 

indigenous peoples and public 
institutions, and engagement 
with the private sector including 
dialogue between local communities, 
indigenous peoples and private 
institutions. 

Kenya
After supporting the Ogiek of Mt 
Elgon and Sengwer of Embobut to 
develop strong community institutions 
and sustainability bylaws, we worked 
with them to successfully secure the 
suspension of eviction-based forest 
conservation by the EU Water project 
and thereby ending its funding for 
human rights abuses. As part of this 
process, the EU Delegation in Kenya 
began to push for a community 
tenure-based landscape approach in 
place of the failed approach of seeking 
to impose isolated islands of protected 
areas through evicting those who have 
protected their lands.

Indonesia
After sustained advocacy and 
complaints to the Forest Stewardship 
Council the Dayak Bahau of Long Isun 

halted logging and blocked a forestry 
concession on their land. The Toba 
Batak community of Pandumaan-
Sipitahuta got their lands excised 
from the pulpwood plantation of Toba 
Pulp Lestari, and other Toba Batak 
mobilised to press for recognition of 
their rights. 

Thailand
Our support to indigenous peoples 
in the Northern Highlands focuses 
on demanding community rights, 
solving land conflicts, and promoting 
community land management 
practices. In 2018 support included 
strengthening community leaders’ 
skills and knowledge – including 
inmapping and GPS use – and their 
confidence in presentation and 
negotiation. Our partner IMPECT 
developed media on community maps 
of 5 demarcated communities that 
can be used to clarify the boundaries 
of community land use. The maps 
are also used in community forest 
management, planning and evidence 
in negotiating with government 
agencies.

“Communities do not want to hear 
speeches and read long reports, they want 
concrete action: this is where monitoring 
tools and photos can get results.” 
Germaine, Bagyeli community member – Océan 
province, Cameroon

West-central Guyana, Moruwa community members validating information as part of 
a series of participative land tenure studies undertaken by the Amerindian Peoples 
Association. Photo Credit: Michael McGarrell/APA

Dani from Association Okani training Baka community monitors in 
East Cameroon. Photo Credit: Catherine Clarke/FPP

https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/news-article/2018/wapichan-people-guyana-publish-ground-breaking-community-monitoring-report-marudi
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Our focus this year was on the sustainability of global 
supply chains, specifically the critical importance of human 
rights. We made significant progress with the inclusion of 
forest peoples and local communities in decision making 
around land use, respect for their rights, and provision for 
their welfare and food security.

We worked through networks of international aid agencies, 
environmental NGOs and conservation groups to help 
enforce the idea that achieving climate change mitigation 
and biodiversity conservation goals – by curbing 
deforestation and establishing conservation set-asides – 
requires the input of the peoples who live there. 

Through the actions of FPP and partners, the “Closing 
the Gap” network of community activists and human 
rights defenders produced a report and recommendations 
on supply chains and human rights. The report targeted 
the EU and other actors, calling for binding regulation 
of global supply chains to uphold human rights, prevent 
illegal land acquisitions and advance international 
global standards and processes relating to sustainable 
development, forests, climate change and land tenure.

We worked with the Closing the Gap delegation in 
meetings with governments, companies and civil society 
in Amsterdam, the Hague, London, Paris and Brussels 
to promote these principles to ensure that global trade 
and finance recognize and protect forest peoples’ rights, 
align with international human rights norms and treaty 
obligations, and provide means for remedy and access to 
justice for communities.

The High Carbon Stock Approach adopted 11 out 
of 14 Social Requirements with their associated 
Implementation Guide and agreement was reached to 
address the remaining 3 in 2019.

The RSPO adopted a new standard which include 
strengthened language on land rights and FPIC (free, 
prior and informed consent), and a new policy to provide 
protection and anonymity for human rights defenders, 
whistle-blowers, community spokespersons and 
complainants.

The UK based Retail Palm Oil Trading Coalition (RPOTC) 
made up of the main companies that sell products 

Global finance and trade

“We, the indigenous people, traditional villagers and forest people, and the places 
where we are living are under pressure and face sustained injustice and social tension 
due to large-scale ‘development’ activities conducted by plantation and commercial 
logging companies.”
Community member, West Papua 

Human Rights Defenders travel to Brussels to meet with the European Commission and deliver a petition signed by 160,000 people calling 
for the adoption of an EU Action Plan on Deforestation and Forest Degradation. Photo Credit: Jak Wagnon/FPP
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Country focus 

Amsterdam, Netherlands
We organised an international forum 
for human rights defenders to develop 
a set of policy recommendations on 
trade, deforestation and human rights.

Brussels, Belgium
Advocacy at the European Commission 
for the adoption of a rights-based 
Action Plan on deforestation and 
forest degradation.

Chiang Rai, Thailand
We brought together representatives 
from across Southeast Asia for the 
8th annual Human Rights & Business 
Conference.

Liberia
The RSPO found in favour of the 
communities’ and partners’ complaint 
that we have supported over a six-year 
period that the oil palm company 
had not respected their rights to free, 
prior and informed consent before 
operating on their land.

Suriname
We supported VIDS to hold the global 
Indigenous Peoples Advisory Forum 
meeting feeding into the Aluminium 
Stewardship Initiative.

containing palm oil in UK agreed to open up a dialogue 
about how to improve due diligence in their supply chain.

The European Parliament Resolution ‘Transparent 
and accountable management of natural resources in 
developing countries: The case of forests’ was passed in 
September this year with strong language on IP rights to 
customary land and FPIC, and calls for an EU Action Plan 
on Deforestation and Forest Degradation (EUAPDD) with a 
regulatory component. 

We worked with community and civil society partners 
to support forest peoples to gain control over their 
traditional lands, territories and resources, using existing 
and innovative legal tools. We supported forest peoples 
and civil society partners in Botswana, Brazil, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Guyana, Indonesia, Kenya, 
Liberia, Peru, Republic of Congo, Suriname, Thailand and 
Uganda. 

At the Closing the Gap forum on sustainable trade and human rights, a Shipibo leader explains the impacts of palm oil expansion 
on his community. Photo Credit: Jak Wagnon/FPP

Jakarta – A civil society coalition protests 
the release of the customary forests of the 
Wondamen, Torowar and Mairasi ethnic 
groups to an oil palm company, PT Menara 
Wasior. Photo Credit: Franky Samperante/
Yayasan Pusaka

Annual Report 2018
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We provide legal advice and work with our partners and 
local communities to advocate forest peoples’ rights. We 
do this through grassroots capacity-building and regional 
sharing activities, the use of regional and international 
human rights law mechanisms and international finance 
or commodity-specific industry grievance mechanisms, 
and support of legal reform and human rights advocacy at 
the national level. Highlights of the court cases supported 
in 2018 include:

• Supporting the implementation of a constitutional 
court case affirming a community’s right to their 
‘Resguardo’ land in Colombia.
• Assisting indigenous communities to challenge 
top-down REDD+ programmes in the Colombian Amazon
• Submitting an amicus curiae brief in a landmark 

case in Peru challenging the common practice by which 
land grabbing of forest people’s lands is acquired by 
agroindustry.
• Progressing the Bribri and Brörán indigenous peoples’ 
cases in the Inter-American human rights system.
• Supporting indigenous peoples in Kenya and Uganda 
in domestic court cases seeking recognition of their rights 
to the land from which they have been evicted to make 
way for national parks and forest reserves.

Our legal team continued to work with partners 
seeking to overcome discriminatory laws and improve 
forest governance and human rights compliance. This 
included countries in the EU’s Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT) mechanism, including 
Guyana and Liberia. In Liberia we supported the final 

Law and policy

“We are guardians of the lands and forests, and defenders of human rights and the 
environment, yet we suffer from intimidation, violence and imprisonment. Our basic 
rights to freedom of expression, association and free speech are attacked, limited and 
suppressed.” Joint statement by a collective of indigenous leaders from West Papua

Wapichan community monitors - Guyana. Photo Credit: Greg Maclennan
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enactment of a new Land Rights Act. Civil society partners 
were supported by our lawyers during the drafting process, 
with the Act now conclusively recognising collective 
customary land rights.

After years of advocacy by us and our partners, there 
was a turnaround in the negotiating parties’ position to 
support the inclusion of the Constitution and International 
Human Rights Law in the Legality Definition of the 
EU-Guyana Voluntary Partnership Agreement. This led 
to a clarification from the EC of the importance of the 

Constitution and IHRL for the definition of legality, which 
for the first time was not objected to by Guyana. What this 
inclusion means in practice -for indigenous peoples’ rights 
to their customary lands, resources and FPIC- will only 
become clear during the VPA implementation phase. 

The team has been able to ensure that maps continue 
to be created and used to great effect in human rights 
strategies including strategic litigation in places such as 
Colombia.

Country focus 

Colombia
Positive decision was made by 
(former) outgoing head of National 
Land Agency to fully recognise RCMLP 
land and agreeing to delimitation and 
demarcation – setting a precedent 
for more than 50 indigenous peoples’ 
territories in similar legal situations. 
Decree 632 in non-municipal areas 
was adopted for the Colombian 
Amazon thereby opening legal 
space for advancing systems of 
self-government.

Liberia
We supported the passage of the 
Land Rights Bill to include protection 
for customary land tenure. The Land 
Rights Act was finally signed into 
legislation in September 2018.

Kenya
We supported the formation of a 
large network of forest dwellers 
and pastoralists to prepare their 
communities to register their 
lands under the recently released 
regulations for the 2016 Community 
Land Act. We have also supported the 
Elgon Ogiek and Sengwer of Embobut 
in court cases to oppose evictions and 
seek community tenure. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Using the community forestry 
(Concessions Forestières des 
Communautés Locales) model, we 

supported partners and indigenous 
communities in Ituri (Mambasa) and 
North Kivu to submit requests for an 
average 2000ha of customary forest. 
We also contributed to strengthening 
the capacity of provincial authorities 
on legal framework and relevant 
tools pertaining to community 
forestry.

Peru
An emblematic lawsuit was filed by 
Santa Clara de Uchunya admitted 
by the constitutional court which 
recognises the significance and 
urgency of the case. The Fernando 
Rosas community of the indigenous 
Wampis Nation were empowered 
to take their own actions to 
hold the government to account 

including a formal complaint to the 
industry regulator for ongoing oil 
contamination in their territory. This 
resulted in an acknowledgement of 
failings by the state operator and 
remediation work. 

Washington D.C, USA
We supported a Shipibo delegation 
from Peru to highlight rights violations 
resulting from land-grabbing driven 
by oil palm at a thematic hearing of 
the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights.

Uganda
Supported a case filed with the state 
constitutional court to challenge the 
Batwa people’s exclusion from their 
ancestral lands.

“I am not the first person to be injured; but many 
are not willing to speak out. Some of the community 
members are not ready to advocate for justice. Most 
people, after being injured, go back to the forest and 
don’t want to talk about it.”
Elias Kimaiyo (Sengwer people) - Embobut forest, Kenya

At the Human Rights Defender World 
Summit, 150 defenders gathered to 
celebrate 20 years since the United Nations 
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders 
and 50 years since the Universal Declaration 
on Human Rights. Photo Credit: Hannah 
Storey/FPP

https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50321
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50321
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While politics in several countries have been veering 
towards nationalism and populism, at the global level 
there has been progress with the agenda for change on 
key issues such as sustainable development, biodiversity, 
climate change, land governance and management and 
human rights. In addition, there has been progress in 
recognising the important linkages between cultural 
and biological diversity and the vital contributions of 
indigenous management and knowledge systems to 
nature and well-being.

We continued to support and secure continued 
funding for long-standing work of indigenous partner 
organisations and local NGOs in Suriname, Panama, 
Bangladesh and Thailand on traditional knowledge, 
cultural resilience, and customary resource governance 
and management.

In 2018, we also started collaborations with additional 
indigenous communities and NGOs from Tuvalu, 
Madagascar, Antigua and Barbuda, supporting 
community research and monitoring of socio-ecological 
ecosystems in marine and coastal areas, which will feed 
into the Local Biodiversity Outlooks (LBO) publication. 
The LBO continues to be a key resource on Indigenous 
Peoples and Local Communities’ contributions to the 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. In 2018 

we developed an online, living version of this resource, 
which was launched at the UN Biodiversity Conference in 
Egypt in November. 

We provided institutional support for a developing 
global network of indigenous organisations that focus on 
promoting indigenous and local knowledge locally and 
globally, and provided support to IPLC organisations in key 
global dialogues such as the UN Biodiversity Conference, 
which included a global ‘Nature and Culture Summit’. Prior 
to the Biodiversity Conference, together with partners, 
we organised a global workshop on Indicators relevant to 
Indigenous Peoples and Biological and Cultural Diversity, 
to explore synergies among various initiatives and 
strengthen strategic collaboration on this issue. 

However, more work is needed for indigenous peoples 
and local communities, their rights, and biological and 
cultural diversity to become situated at the centre of the 
global agenda beyond 2020 (on biodiversity, sustainable 
development and climate change and as main agents 
of positive change at the local and national level). We 
are closely engaged in the process on the post-2020 
biodiversity framework, and supported indigenous 
networks to develop key submissions with views on scope, 
structure and content. Some of the major wins we saw at 
the local level are highlighted opposite.

Cultural identity and knowledge

Sengwer Women’s Traditional Singing Group discuss plans to build a community cultural centre near Embobut Forest, their customary 
home from which they’ve been forcefully evicted - Kenya. Photo Credit: Poppy Kohner/FPP

http://localbiodiversityoutlooks.net/
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50319
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1w02r1AygaY8vw5jMV2HduoTDPEWuAL_0


Country focus 
Panama
Support was provided to Guna 
organisation FPCI that has been 
working on the development of a 
community manual for adaptation 
to climate change in light of sea 
level rise in Guna Yala. Other work 
in 2018 included the preparation of 
an environmental education plan 
for youth of the Usdub community, 
focusing on indigenous cosmovision, 
sacred sites, and management of 
mangroves and wetlands. Other work 
included an inventory of birds and 
mangroves in the Gulf of Masargandi 
(in the Guna language and Spanish), 
and workshops on impacts of 
invasive species on food, cultural and 
spiritual practices of the Guna people, 
and alternatives for control and 
exploitation. 

Bangladesh
The cooperatives of traditional 
resource users of the Sundarbans that 
were established with our support 
during the past decade, continue 
to be used as meeting spaces for 
members to share experiences around 
promoting their traditional knowledge 
and keeping records of their practices. 
A considerable increase in the number 
of members (especially youth) of 
each of the cooperative societies was 
noticed in 2018. Task forces have been 
formed, in which women effectively 
participate, for ensuring livelihoods 
through management of forest 
resources. Also, leadership qualities 

among members has been prioritized, 
as a result of which participation of 
forest people in various committees 
of the Union Parishad (local 
government) have increased. In 
February the cooperatives hosted a 
bi-annual Forest Peoples Convention, 
attended by members of all three 
cooperatives plus local government 
representatives, where the value 
of participatory monitoring of 
biodiversity and climate change, 
and of forest users’ contributions to 
efficient forest management, were 
discussed in-depth.

Thailand
Our support to indigenous peoples 
in the Northern Highlands focused, 
among others, on strengthening 

customary management of natural 
resources. For instance, a set of 
knowledge on the management 
of natural resources, biodiversity, 
and climate change of 7 indigenous 
groups in 7 communities was 
collected in 2018 by a community 
research team. Customary 
management activities were also 
supported, such as development of 
fire break lines in 19 communities, 
building weirs in 2 communities, 
activities on conservation of 
aquatic freshwater species in 
3 communities, and forest ordination 
in 2 communities. Also, a youth 
camp was organized focussing 
on transferring knowledge and 
practices on natural resource and 
environmental management. 

“Every Baka depends and continues to depend on the 
forest. It is she who makes our identity…She is our soul, 
without it we have no life, we disappear.” 
Baka Community member – Ngoyla Mintom subdivision, Cameroon

Local partners
We partner with indigenous peoples and local community 
organisations to support their struggles for the recognition 
of their rights. Our relationships with communities, 
organisations and movements are linked to our principle 
objective of enhancing self-determination, understanding 
that self-determination occurs across many levels and in 
many spaces. 

We are not prescriptive about the shape of our working 
relationships, but take a context-specific approach, 
respecting that each community is different, and 
every community will evolve over time. The voices and 
preferences of the communities with which we work 
take precedence over our own. Our relationships reflect 
the changing needs of others and our readiness to be 

flexible and responsive. We value long-term commitment 
to indigenous communities – the struggles they face 
take decades to address, and we believe that trust and 
solidarity are strengthened with time. 

Global allies
We work to connect our local organisations and 
partners with global allies, knowing that the power of 
our movement is within our networks. We partner with 
international organisations including IWGIA, Land Rights 
Now, Rights and Resources Initiative, the International 
Land Coalition, Global Landscapes Forum, the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity, UK NGO Coalition on 
Forests and many others.
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Community member gathering traditional forest products - East Cameroon.  
Photo Credit: Adrienne Surprenant/FPP Consultant
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Citizenship – the situation of 
indigenous forest peoples in 
Cameroon
On the 70th Anniversary of the International 
Declaration on Human Rights, the Gbabandi 
platform launched a report on the issue of 
citizenship for indigenous forest peoples in 
Cameroon.

Community monitoring report on 
Marudi gold mining development
The South Rupununi District Council 
published a groundbreaking community 
monitoring report detailing harmful 
impacts of the gold mining sector on their 
forests, lands, waters and communities. 

The central roles of IPLCs in achieving 
global commitments on biodiversity
Technical policy brief for the HPLF on 
Sustainable Development Goal 15.

Briefs on the legal status of 
Community Property at the Global, 
African, and Kenyan levels
Briefs prepared for rural community leaders 
in Kenya. The major and longer document 
(Brief 3), identifies legal support and 
constraints for community land security in 
Kenya. It is prefaced by overviews of the 
situation globally (Brief 1), and in Africa 
(Brief 2).

Guide pratique : Garantir les droits 
fonciers coutumiers en RDC
A practical guide highlighting the extent  
of recognition of customary land rights  
of forest-dependent communities in the 
DRC.

La Conservation et les droits des CLPAs 
en RDC : Note de Plaidoyer
For a long time, it has been thought that 
the protection of community rights and 
the conservation of nature were two 
contradictory goals. However, both visions 
are perfectly reconcilable.

A marathon not a sprint: The role 
of international climate finance in 
securing indigenous land rights in Peru
This report, published jointly with Peru’s 
national indigenous organisation AIDESEP 
provides lessons on forest and climate 
finance in Peru. The report documents 
positive impacts and best practice 
alongside challenges in upholding 
indigenous peoples’ rights in international 
forest and climate initiatives. 

Supply Chain Solutions for People and 
Forests
This publication, developed closely with 
partners in a workshop completed in 
Amsterdam in February with Both ENDS, 
features a call to action and a set of specific 
recommendations targeting different 
global policy bodies and processes setting 
out actions needed to reform global supply 
chains to eliminate human rights abuses, land grabbing and 
illegal deforestation.

Our Land, Our Life – A Participatory 
Assessment of Land Tenure
In Guyana, communities are suffering 
because they do not have title to the full 
extent of their traditional lands or have 
no title at all. This report, compiled and 
published jointly with the Amerindian 
Peoples Association (APA), presents a 
detailed picture of the current status of 
land rights for communities in the Potaro-Siparuni region 
(Region 8) in west-central Guyana.

Shadow report to UN-CERD on 
the continuing rights violations of 
indigenous peoples in the Peruvian 
Amazon
On the 30th March 2018, an alliance of 
civil society organisations submitted a 
shadow report to the UN’s Committee 
on the Elimination of all forms of racial 
discrimination (CERD).

Global Dialogue on Human Rights and 
Biodiversity Conservation
In November 2017, the Global Dialogue 
on Human Rights and Biodiversity 
Conservation was initiated to address the 
conflicts that have often emerged across 
the globe between conservation agencies 
and Indigenous peoples with longstanding 
relationships to their ancestral territories.

Workshop Report: Community-Based 
Monitoring, Reporting and Verification
In November 2017, FPP and local partner 
ODDHC organised a community-based 
monitoring workshop, bringing together 
partner organisations and indigenous 
community members from 7 African 
countries. The participants shared their 
experiences, trained, and learned from each 
other as well as from professional trainers.

Closing the Gap: Rights-based 
solutions for tackling deforestation
This synthesis report, published jointly with 
11 local partners, summarises evidence 
on the impacts of global supply chains on 
the human rights of forest peoples. The 
report also sets out rights-based solutions 
for tackling the harmful impacts of global 
trade on forests and forest peoples.

Le droit à la citoyenneté : défis pour les 
Peuples autochtones des forêts du Cameroun

Wapichan Environmental 
Monitoring Report
South Rupununi District Council
September 2018

i 
 

30th March 2018 

The Secretariat 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 
Via: CEDR@ohchr.org 
 

   RE: Shadow report on Peru for the 95th session 

Dear CERD members: 

We are grateful to you for your continued attention to the situation of indigenous peoples in 
Peru and across the world. In order to facilitate your examination of the implementation of 
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) in Peru, the signatory organisations below (“the Presenting Organisations”), 
submit to you for consideration during the 95th session this shadow report which reviews the 
latest report from Peru submitted to the Committee in December of 2016 and the latest Final 
Observations from the Committee about Peru provided in 2009 and 2014. This study focuses 
on the human rights situation of indigenous Amazonian peoples in the regions of Ucayali and 
San Martín in Peru. Their circumstances are, unfortunately, representative of the situation for 
the majority of indigenous peoples in Peru, who face a climate of impunity, a lack of 
implementation of a legal framework and government policies, and resistance from the State 
to review these laws and policies. This means the State is unable to ensure respect for their 
rights and improve their wellbeing given that today they are facing violence, tenure 
insecurity, high levels of poverty, harmful impacts on their environment and a lack of access 
to effective justice. 

At the end of this shadow report in Section IV, the members of the Committee will find a list 
of suggested questions and recommendations to facilitate your communication and exchanges 
with the Peruvian State during this next session. The shadow report is also available (and has 
been sent) in Spanish. Please feel free to get in touch with the Presenting Organisations if you 
have any questions or require additional information. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

                                                                                
 
Robert Guimaraes                                                                  Marco Antonio Sangama  
President                                                                                Vice-President  
Federation of Native Communities of Ucayali                      Ethnic Council of the Kichwa 
(FECONAU)                                                                          Peoples of the Amazon (CEPKA) 
 
 
 

CLOSING THE GAP:
RIGHTS-BASED SOLUTIONS FOR TACKLING DEFORESTATION

1

Community-Based Monitoring, 
Reporting and Verification
Workshop Report
Brazzaville, Republic of Congo
6th – 8th November 2017

1 

en République Démocratique du Congo

Note de Plaidoyer
Août 2018

La Conservation
& les droits des communautés 
locales et peuples autochtones

Amerindian Peoples Association, Forest Peoples Programme and Rainforest Foundation US

InA PAtA, 
Ko’mAngnàtoK YeSelU 

oUR lAnD, oUR lIFe
A Participatory Assessment of the land tenure Situation
of Indigenous Peoples in guyana

Report for Region 8 

may 2018

The central roles of

Technical policy brief for the HPLF on 
Sustainable Development Goal 15

Indigenous Peoples
and Local Communities

in achieving global commitments on biodiversity.

 Mixed landscape Khumbu valley Nepal, Courtesy Maurizio 
Farhan Ferrari Caption: Sherpha people caring for their 
mixed productive landscape in Khumbu Valley, Nepal 

The role of international climate finance  
in securing indigenous lands in Peru:  

Progress, setbacks and challenges

A marathon,  
not a sprint

Droit foncier, régime foncier, tenure foncière coutumière, loi foncière, occupation, possession.

Garantir les droits fonciers coutumiers  
en République démocratique du Congo:
Guide pratique à l’intention des acteurs impliqués dans  
le processus de la réforme foncière.

solutions
Supply chain

For people and forests

Publications

GLOBAL DIALOUGE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

Stockholm Resilience Centre

April 2018

Report

CO-PRODUCED BY:

Global Dialogue on Human Rights 
and Biodiversity Conservation 
Eldoret, Kenya | 20 – 23 November 2017

	

https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50337
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50337
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50337
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50264
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50264
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50264
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/global-finance-trade-public-sector-private-sector/report/2018/marathon-not-sprint-role
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/global-finance-trade-public-sector-private-sector/report/2018/marathon-not-sprint-role
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/global-finance-trade-public-sector-private-sector/report/2018/marathon-not-sprint-role
http://www.aidesep.org.pe/
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50267
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50267
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/participatory-resource-mapping/report/2018/our-land-our-life-participatory-assessment-land-tenure
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/participatory-resource-mapping/report/2018/our-land-our-life-participatory-assessment-land-tenure
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/environmental-governance-rights-based-conservation/report/2018/global-dialogue-human-rights-and
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/environmental-governance-rights-based-conservation/report/2018/global-dialogue-human-rights-and
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50222
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50222
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50213
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/node/50213
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Community forestry in Cameroon: 
a diagnostic analysis of laws, 
institutions, actors and opportunities
This brief study has been produced by the 
partners of the  CoNGOs consortium to 
share our different knowledge and 
experience, and to set out a joint 
understanding of the current state of 
play in relation to community forestry in 
Cameroon.

Alternative report to the Pre-Sessional 
Working Group of the Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Alternative report submitted by Association 
Okani and FPP to the Pre-Sessional Working 
Group of the Committee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), 3-16 

April 2018, to assist with the preparation of the list issues to 
consider in the forthcoming examination of the State Report 
of the Republic of Cameroon.

Indigenous peoples advising mining 
standards
An introductory brochure released by the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Advisory Forum (IPAF) 
to the Aluminium Stewardship Initiative 
(ASI). Available in English, French, Spanish 
and Portuguese.

Guiding principles
Free, prior and informed consent (FPIC)
A community has the right to give or withhold its consent 
to proposed projects that may affect the lands they 
customarily own, occupy or otherwise use. We have 
worked to advance FPIC for many years, and it is now 
a key principle in international law and jurisprudence 
related to indigenous peoples. It implies informed, 
non-coercive negotiations between investors, companies 
or governments and indigenous peoples prior to the 
development and establishment of oil palm estates, 
timber plantations or other enterprises on their customary 
lands. It means that those who wish to use the customary 
lands belonging to indigenous communities must enter 
negotiations with them. The communities have the right 
to decide whether they will agree to the project or not 
once they have a full and accurate understanding of the 
implications of the project on them and their customary 
land.

Self-determination
This is a fundamental right and means that indigenous 
peoples can decide their political status and freely pursue 
their economic, social and cultural development. They 
have the right to autonomy or self-government and 
can choose and drive their own means of subsistence 
or livelihoods. The right to self-determination is made 
explicit in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in Articles 3 and 4. Our 
self-determination work focuses on getting the rights 
and interests of forest peoples recognised in policies 
and programmes; supporting forest peoples to build 
their capacity to claim and exercise their human rights; 
countering top-down policies and projects that affect forest 
peoples; promoting community-based, sustainable forest 
management; coordinating NGO actions on forests in line 
with forest peoples’ visions; and linking up indigenous and 
forest peoples’ movements regionally and internationally.

Gender
Gender is a cross-cutting theme in our work on securing 
land and territorial rights for indigenous and forest 
peoples, and we seek to ensure gender considerations are 
integral to our work. As we work at the community level, 
we encounter many different customary systems and 
therefore gender relations and norms. Our aim is to foster 
a safe, participatory and inclusive environment for women 
and men to consider, discuss and determine (separately or 
together, as appropriate) the rules in their own community 
on the basis of a broad human rights framework. The way 
gender norms evolve in different customary systems may 
vary across our work, but this community led approach 
ensures that it is grounded, culturally-appropriate and 
owned by the communities and peoples with whom we are 
working.

Land Rights
If forest peoples are to survive and flourish, they need 
secure rights to the lands, territories and natural resources 
that they have always depended on. Under international 
law, governments have an obligation to respect and 
protect indigenous peoples’ land rights. For forest peoples 
themselves, secure rights to their lands and territories are 
not just a matter of law, they are the ground of their being 
and the source of their identity. Long-term stewardship 
of lands and forests requires that communities have clear 
rights and the authority to own, use, manage and control 
these areas. Along with our partners, Forest Peoples 
Programme puts land security at the heart of our work. 
We help forest peoples clarify their land rights, map the 
way they own and use lands and forests, file claims for 
government recognition of these areas and develop 
long-term community plans so they can act as effective 
custodians of natural resources that their livelihoods 
depend on.
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Parallel	  Report	  on	  the	  Republic	  of	  Cameroon	  

submitted	  to	  the	  Committee	  on	  Economic,	  Social	  and	  Cultural	  Rights	  

for	  the	  62nd	  Session	  of	  the	  Committee	  (Pre-‐Sessional	  Working	  Group)	  

Dates:	  3-‐16	  April	  2018	  

	  

Issues	  for	  consideration	  in	  reviewing	  the	  report	  of	  the	  Republic	  of	  Cameroon	  

	  

Submitting	  organisations:	  	  

Association	  Okani	  is	  an	  indigenous	  (Baka)	  association	  based	  in	  Bertoua	  Cameroon.	  Founded	  in	  2006,	  
Okani	   now	   works	   in	   various	   areas	   of	   the	   south	   and	   east	   regions,	   with	   Baka	   and	   Bagyeli	   forest	  
indigenous	  peoples.	  Okani	   is	  a	  member	  of	   (and	  currently	  holds	  the	  coordination	  of)	  Gbabandi,	   the	  
national	  platform	  for	  forest	  indigenous	  peoples.	  	  

Forest	  Peoples	  Programme	  (FPP)	  is	  an	  international	  NGO	  based	  in	  the	  United	  Kingdom,	  which	  works	  
with	  indigenous	  peoples	  and	  other	  forest-‐based	  communities	  in	  relation	  to	  their	  human	  rights	  (and	  
particularly	   their	   land	   rights),	   in	   various	   countries	   around	   the	   globe.	   FPP	   has	   been	   working	   in	  
Cameroon	  for	  over	  10	  years.	  	  

	  

1. This	  report	  is	  respectfully	  submitted	  to	  the	  Committee	  on	  Economic,	  Social	  and	  Cultural	  Rights	  
(the	  Committee)	  by	  one	  indigenous	  peoples’	  organisation	  in	  Cameroon,	  and	  one	  international	  
non-‐governmental	  organisation,	  in	  advance	  of	  the	  April	  2018	  pre-‐sessional	  working	  group	  of	  the	  
Committee	  to	  define	  the	  issues	  for	  discussion	  in	  the	  review	  of	  Cameroon’s	  periodic	  report.	  This	  
parallel	  report	  focuses	  specifically	  on	  issues	  around	  compliance	  in	  respect	  of	  forest	  indigenous	  
peoples	  under	  the	  International	  Covenant	  on	  Economic,	  Social	  and	  Cultural	  Rights	  (the	  
Covenant).	  Following	  the	  definition	  of	  issues	  by	  the	  Committee,	  the	  submitting	  organisations	  
may	  lodge	  a	  further	  parallel	  report	  with	  more	  details	  in	  relation	  to	  those	  issues	  identified	  by	  the	  
Committee.	  	  
	  

2. This	  report	  considers	  a	  number	  of	  situations	  with	  severe	  impacts	  on	  the	  enjoyment	  by	  
indigenous	  peoples	  of	  rights	  under	  the	  Convention,	  with	  a	  particular	  focus	  on	  (a)	  the	  right	  to	  
self-‐determination	  (specifically	  insofar	  as	  it	  is	  connected	  with	  ownership	  and	  access	  to	  
traditional	  lands	  and	  resources)	  (Article	  1	  of	  the	  Convention),	  and	  (b)	  the	  right	  to	  education	  
(Article	  13	  of	  the	  Convention).	  In	  reality,	  the	  issues	  raised	  in	  relation	  to	  these	  rights	  also	  have	  
impacts	  on	  a	  number	  of	  other	  Convention	  rights,	  including	  (inter	  alia)	  the	  right	  to	  an	  adequate	  
standard	  of	  living	  (article	  11);	  the	  right	  to	  take	  part	  in	  cultural	  life	  (article	  15)	  and	  the	  right	  to	  
work	  (article	  6),	  and	  are	  also	  linked	  to	  the	  obligation	  of	  non-‐discrimination	  contained	  in	  article	  2.	  	  	  
	  

	  
	  

Indigenous Peoples
Advisory Forum

to the Aluminium Stewardship Initiative

https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/CESCR-alternative-report-2018
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/CESCR-alternative-report-2018
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/CESCR-alternative-report-2018
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/responsible-finance-private-sector-extractive-industries/report/2018/indigenous-peoples-advising
https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/responsible-finance-private-sector-extractive-industries/report/2018/indigenous-peoples-advising
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Financial report
FPP is funded almost exclusively from restricted grant funding, both from public bodies including government agencies 
and the European Union and from private trusts and foundations. Our largest funders in 2018 included the European 
Commission, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Ford Foundation, Climate and Land Use Alliance, 
UK Department for International Development and the Stockholm Resilience Centre/ Swedbio. We aim to have a 
diversified funding base that includes some large multi-year grants to provide much needed stability for our larger and 
longer-term projects combined with smaller restricted grants that often provide more flexibility and enable us to respond 
to urgent needs. We also aim to have some unrestricted funding in our portfolio to enable us to respond rapidly to 
changing situations on the ground and to fully fund the future development of the organisation.

During 2018 two large multi-year grants came to an end (DFID and SIDA). This meant that in 2018 our expenditure 
exceeded our income as we drew down on the restricted balances held for these programmes of work. Therefore, our 
fund levels at the end of 2018 are lower than in previous years. We were successful in securing a new multi-year grant 
from the Norwegian Development Agency towards the end of 2018. Securing longer term funding for the future for both 
restricted income projects and for unrestricted organisational activity, remains an aim for our fundraising team. 

In 2018 the partners in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Cameroon received large amounts of funding from the 
two multi-year grants that have now come to an end. We anticipate in 2019 that there will be a shift in country spend 
from the Congo Basin towards South America. 

We have strengthened our partner capacity assessment process, which is a main donor requirement, during the year 
and are aiming to complete assessments and financial health checks with all our partners in 2019 and 2020. In 2018 we 
visited partners and worked closely with them to carry out these partner capacity assessments, financial trainings and 
knowledge sharing exercises in Cameroon, Liberia and Indonesia. 

Our financial statements are available through our website www.forestpeoples.org

Democratic Republic of Congo 
Cameroon
Indonesia
Peru 
Central African Republic
Republic of Congo
Liberia
Guyana
Colombia
Kenya
Suriname
Panama
Bangladesh
Tuvalu
Madagascar
Antigua and Barbuda
Thailand
Costa Rica
Uganda

Funds sent to partners in the field £ transferred

FPP sources of funding  – £3.800.000

FPP expenditure 2018  – £4.500.000
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Direct project costs 46%
Partner work in the field 36%
Project operational costs 10%
Administration and overheads 8%
Fundraising 1%400,000 500,000
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Board of trustees and staff
FPP Board of Trustees
Kate Geary Co-Chair
Michel Pimbert Co-Chair
Séamus P Finn Treasurer
Sarah Morrison Head of Audit Committee
Marie-Josee Artist
Cathal Doyle
Johan Frijns
Silas Siakor
Martua Sirait
Barney Tallack
Carol Yong
Paul Wolvekamp

Staff
James Whitehead Director
Fiona Cottrell Finance Lead
Louise Henson Managing Director
Helen Tugendhat Operations Lead, Policy Advisor
Oda Forberg Almas Project Officer
Patrick Anderson Policy Advisor, Indonesia
Raissa Bashonga Admin and Finance, DRC
Viola Belohrad  Project Manager & Community-based 

Mapping and Monitoring Officer
Gordon Bennett Senior Counsel
Balla Camara Finance and Monitoring Officer
Joji Cariño Senior Policy Advisor
Catherine Clarke Project Officer, Cameroon
Marcus Colchester Senior Policy Advisor
Tom Dixon  Communications and Media 

Manager
Sue Donaldson Finance Officer
Conrad Feather Policy Advisor
Maurizio Farhan 
Ferrari Senior Policy Advisor
Tom Griffiths  Coordinator, Responsible Finance 

Programme
Charlie Hammans  Project Officer, Republic of Congo 

and Central African Republic
Vanessa Jiménez Senior Attorney
Rick Jones  Logistics, Administration and Security 

Officer
Caroline de Jong  Co-coordinator, Environmental 

Governance Programme 
Justin Kenrick Senior Policy Advisor
Chris Kidd  Co-coordinator, Environmental 

Governance Programme 
Patrick Kipalu Project Coordinator, DRC
Emil Kleden Field Officer, Indonesia
Poppy Kohner Project Officer
Lassana Kone Lawyer
Fran Lambrick Communications Assistant
Tom Lomax  Lawyer, Coordinator, Legal and 

Human Rights Programme
Dico Luckyharto Project Officer, Indonesia
Angus MacInnes Project Officer, Indonesia

Fergus MacKay Senior Counsel
Frances Maclean Finance Officer
Nadia Mbanzidi Legal Assistant, DRC
Clare McVeigh Policy Advisor
Lan Mei Legal Fellow
Kate Newman Administration Assistant
Stephen Nounah Lawyer, Cameroon
Macnight Nsioh Project Officer, Cameroon
Julia Overton  Logistics and Administrative Manager
Alain Parfait Project Officer, DRC
Sabine Patrolin Finance Manager
Anouska Perram Lawyer
Agata Pilarz Projects Manager, Central Africa
Brian Rault Project Finance Officer
Karine Rinaldi Lawyer
Sarah Roberts  Institutional Finance Manager & 

Charity Secretary
Tom Rowley  Community-based Mapping & 

Monitoring Officer
Lisken Situmorang Project Officer, Indonesia
Nicola Sorsby Project Officer, Latin America
Nadia Stone Communications Coordinator
Hannah Storey Project Officer
Bryony Timms Head of Programme Engagement
Messe Venant Policy Advisor
Jak Wagnon Communications Officer
Andrew Whitmore Project Officer
Clare Whitmore Database and Technical Officer
Peter Willis Finance Manager 
Geoff Woodward Finance Manager
Tom Younger Project Officer, Peru

Associates
In 2018 we developed and invited a new group of advisors 
to our Board and Staff – Associates. Associates are experts 
in their field, and are invited, known and trusted allies to 
our work.

We thank Helen Newing – as our first Associate – for her 
critical input and strategic guidance to our work in 2018.

Volunteers
We also thank all our volunteers, including Maria Facio 
Lince Berrocal, Estima Grabenbauer, Sarah Hunter, 
Hannah Shurmer, and Audrey Versteegen for their 
dedication and support in 2018. 

Collective community afforestation action in the Cañamomo Loma Prieta Indigenous territory, Caldas, Colombia. 
Photo Credit: Jhon Herman Ocampo



Forest Peoples Programme is registered as a Dutch Stichting in the Netherlands, KvK 41265889, and is also a UK 
Charity No. 1082158. FPP is also a company limited by guarantee in England & Wales, Reg. No 3868836. 

Stichting Forest Peoples Programme, Hoofdstraat 58, 6974AX Leuvenheim, The Netherlands

Forest Peoples Programme (FPP)

1c Fosseway Business Centre, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9NQ, UK

Tel 00 44 1608 652 893 

info@forestpeoples.org

www.forestpeoples.org

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).  
The publication is freely available online at www.forestpeoples.org. Copyright is retained by the Forest Peoples Programme. 

This overall copyright attribution of the publication does not overwrite the copyright attributions of the single images inside the 
publication. For all the images that are not FPP originals, the photographer and/or original source has been credited, and the copyright is 
with the authors of those images/graphs.

Photo front page: Nahua hunters in the Peruvian Amazon. Their territory has been opened up for an expanded Camisea natural gas project 
and their community continues to suffer high levels of mercury contamination. Photo Credit: Johan Wildhagen
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