
PRESS STATEMENT ON THE ON-GOING OPERATION IMARISHA MSITU 

EMBOBUT FOREST IN ELGEYO MARAKWET COUNTY – KENYA 

Today, 13th May 2024, we the undersigned below representatives of Sengwer Council of Elders 

and on behalf of Sengwer indigenous peoples of Kenya and specifically, those whose homes and 

property have been and are being burnt down by Kenya Forest Services guards in Embobut Forest, 

hereby, 

State that –  

1) We are neither squatters nor encroachers nor internally displaced persons, but the aborigines 

the indigenous peoples, the natives of Embobut forest and entire Cherangany Hills. Our 

ancestors lived here since before Kenya became a British Colony in 1895. The spirits of our 

ancestors are alive today in Kapkok, Koropkwen and Kaptirbai glades in Embobut forest.  

2) The on-going forceful evictions of members of Sengwer indigenous peoples in Embobut forest  

(I) Is illegal and in contempt of the conservatory orderi issued by the Court of Appeal 

at Kisumu on 19th March 2021. The order states in part -  

  

 
(II) Violates   

- articles 10 (2) (b), 21, 22, 23, 25, 27 (1) (2) (4) (6), 28, 29 (a) (c) (d) (f), 40 (1), 43 (1), 

45 (1), 53 (1) (b) (c) (d), 56, 57, 63 (2) (d) (ii) and 174 (b) (c) (d) (e) of the Constitution 

of Kenya 

- article 97 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) of the County Government Act 2012  

- United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, International Convention on the Elimination of 

All Forms of Racial Discrimination, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women, Convention on the Rights of the Child, International 

Labour Organizations Convention No. 169, African Charter on Human and Peoples 

Rights among other international human rights instruments 

We affirm our commitment to –  

a) restoration, conservation and protection of Embobut forest as evidenced –  
➢ In issues we raised with (i) Chief Conservator of Forests in a letterii dated 30th May 2022, 

(ii) CS Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Forests (MoECCF) Hon Soipan Tuya in our 
letter of 21st November 2022iii another letter on 6th May 2023iv, (iii) County Commissioner 
Elgeyo Marakwet Countyv dated 12th June 2023. We wanted to work jointly with Kenya Forest 
Services, Kenya Forest Research Institute, MoECCF and Ministry of Interior to   – we didn’t get 
any feedback. 



➢ Community indigenous tree nursery we established at Tangul that has over 40,000 seedlings 
ready for planting 

b)  A shared vision where we work jointly with Kenya Forest Services, MoECCF and other 
stakeholders to restore, conserve and protect Embobut Forest while protecting our rights to live 
in, govern, manage and own our ancestral lands in Embobut forest on conservation conditions. 
 

We call upon –  

(i) President of the Republic of Kenya His Excellency Hon. William S. Ruto as the defender 

of our constitution and rule of law to –  

1) call off the forceful evictions of Sengwer indigenous peoples from their ancestral lands 

in Embobut with immediate effect 

2) initiate a meaningful and constructive dialogue process that will lead to a win for 

conservation and a win for Sengwer to live in Kapkok, Koropkwen and Kaptirbai 

glades on conservation conditions 

3) direct compensation of families whose human rights have been violated and property 

destroyed in the ongoing forceful evictions 

ii) The Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Forestry –  

➢ To review (with full and active participation of traditional forest indigenous peoples 

the hunter-gatherers) the forest conservation and management act 2016 to recognize 

the rights of traditional forest indigenous peoples to live in, manage, control and own 

their ancestral lands in protected areas on conservation conditions 

➢ To develop (with full and active participation Sengwer indigenous peoples) Embobut 

Forest Management Plan that integrates Sengwer governance structures and by-laws 

iii) Donor agencies (EU, World Bank, African Development Bank, UNDP, IUCN, IFAD, GEF, 

The Nature Conservancy, NETFUND, etc.) that support conservation projects in 

Cherangany Hills Water Tower to ensure the projects – 

➢ Incorporate human rights-based approach to conservation 

➢ Incorporate free prior and informed consent 

➢ Respect, protect and promote securing the rights of indigenous peoples to live 

peacefully within their ancestral lands in the forests 

➢ Do not subject indigenous peoples to continued human rights violations and land 

injustices, and speak out clearly against any such human rights violations by others 

iv) African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights and United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights to investigate the human rights violations that the 

Sengwer indigenous peoples of Embobut forest are being subjected to by the government 

of Kenya 
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ii Letter to Chief Conservator of Forests dated 30th May 2022 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 
iii Letter to CS Hon Soipan Tuya dated  

 
 

 

 



 

 



 
iv Letter to CS Hon Soipan Tuya dated 6th May 2023 

 
 



 
v Letter to County Commissioner Elgeyo Marakwet date 12th June 2023 

 

 



 

 



 

 


