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A review of protected 
areas 

Discussions at the World 
Conservation Congress

The World Conservation 
Union

Six major international 
policy meetings 

A global survey

The Charter of the FCPF

2008 highlights
The Forests Dialogue

The World Bank 

British parliamentarians

FPP’s updated landmark 
paper Seeing RED

Governments meeting at 
the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity

2008 highlights



Photo: Caroline de Jong

“Once you get big 
carbon money going to 
the world’s forests you 
get questions about who 
actually owns the trees. 
Is it the people who 
give the money or the 
communities on whose 
land the trees are?”

“Suriname has no law 
allowing recognition 
of indigenous peoples’ 
land rights. This is 
the biggest obstacle 
to a rights-based ap-
proach to conservation. 
Conservation organisa-
tions should do more 
to support us on this 
matter, because they 
are very powerful. Are 
they on our side or 
only interested in our 
resources?”

Photo: Maurizio Farhan Ferrari



Seeing

Seeing RED “We have been hearing 
more and more about the 
carbon trade but indig-
enous peoples are not 
being included in the 
discussions. We want to 
know: who will own the 
carbon, and what will be 
the impact on us?”

Photo: Tom Griffiths
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“…we need more secure 
rights governing who can 

from forests…some people 
have real concerns that 
the people most directly 
affected by our efforts 
to protect forests may 
not be consulted, that 
payments may not reach 
them, or that they risk 
being kicked off their 
land. We need to be 
alert to these risks and 
ensure local communities 
are properly consulted 
and compensated.”

Photo: Paul Swann



Photo: Maurizio Farhan Ferrari

“Since the preamble 
of the CBD also recog-
nizes the close rela-
tionship between biodi-
versity and indigenous 
peoples, we ask Parties 
and governments to take 
our views and concerns 
seriously, especially on 
this critical issue of 
protected areas. We call 
on all Parties to work 
harder to foster the 
fullest participation 
possible for indigenous 
and local communities, 
and civil society, at 
all levels of the CBD 
implementation.”





African indigenous 
women 

Central African indig-
enous peoples

Indigenous organisa-
tions from Uganda 
and 

The UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimi-
nation

The UN Special Rap-
porteur on the rights 
of indigenous peoples

FPP published a manual

Ugandan indigenous 
communities 

Indigenous and tribal 
peoples in 19 countries

2008 highlights
Suriname requested 
the assistance of the 
UN 

The Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights

The M’bya of Paraguay 

Indigenous peoples in 
Paraguay and Argentina 

Further legal evidence

The Government of 
Brazil 

The Diaguita in  Argen-
tina

2008 highlights



“Our right to freely 
determine and pursue our 
development in accord-
ance with our own aspi-
rations and culture has 
been upheld. We want 
development without de-
stroying our lands and 
our environment. Our 
rights to own, control 
and protect our tradi-
tional territory through 
our own institutions are 
also now recognised and 
guaranteed. These rights 
are fundamental to our 
survival.”  

Photo: ©2008 by 
Brigitte Küchler for TOOKA-MOVE.NET and UPPER-SURINAME.COM
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Photo: GACII ACIDI

“Logging and other 
forest exploitation is 
destroying indigenous 
women’s livelihoods. We 
cannot conduct ourselves 
freely in our forest and 
feed our children. That 
generates malnutrition 
and gives us no means 
to send our children to 
school.”

Photo: Amarantha Pike

“Given the Mby’a 
people’s strength and 
vision, the coopera-
tion of many allies 
and increasing support 
from UNDP and the new 
Paraguayan Minister of 
the Environment, the San 
Rafael Reserve presents 
an exciting opportunity 
for accomplishing true 
‘rights-based conser-
vation’ that can serve 
as a model in other 
countries.”
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Guatemala: Training NGOs to challenge 

irresponsibly financed projects. Support for 

rights-based conservation.

Argentina: Legal support for Diaguita people.

Brazil: Legal support for Macuxi, Wapichana, 

Taurepang, Ingaricó and Patamona peoples.

Paraguay: Legal support for national indigenous 

organisation,  Mby’a Guarani peoples and 

uncontacted peoples.

Peru: Legal support for Mashco Piro, Yora, Amahuaca 

and Achuar peoples and indigenous peoples’ 

organisations facing resource exploitation in their lands. 

Countering top-down climate and forestry projects.

Panama: Supporting Kuna people to challenge mining 

and energy mega projects and top-down climate and 

forestry projects. Support for tracking progress in 

rights-based conservation.

Guyana: Legal support for Akawaio and Arekuna peoples. 

Support to Wapichan to develop land management plans and 

counter top-down climate and  forestry projects.

Suriname: Legal support for Saramaka,  N’juka, Kaliña 

and Lokono peoples to claim land rights. Support for 

developing traditional governance and land manage-

ment plans, and rights-based conservation.

New York:  Pressing for 

effective UN standards.

Washington DC: 

Challenging World 

Bank policies and 

projects that 

undermine forest 

peoples.

Montreal:  Working on the CBD to 

promote acceptance of customary 

sustainable use of natural resources 

and rights-based approaches to 

conservation.

Venezuela: FPP has given long term support to Ye'kuana and Sanema 

peoples to document, map and claim their territory in the Upper Caura and 

implement a community-based  forest monitoring and protection plan in 

the face of strong pressure from illegal miners.
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India:  Legal support for indigenous peoples’ organisations. 

Supporting indigenous peoples and local communities to 

challenge top down industrial projects.          

Nepal: Legal support and training for indigenous peoples’ organisations.

Thailand:  Assisting Karen and Hmong to document 

customary use of resources, carry out community-based 

resource management and participate in co-management 

of protected areas.

Malaysia: Supporting local organisations to research 

free, prior and informed consent and monitor 

progress in conservation practice.

Indonesia: Legal support to partners. 

Supporting indigenous peoples and 

local NGOs to challenge the funding and 

operations of destructive palm oil 

plantations.

Philippines:  Legal training for partners. Support for 

research on free, prior and informed consent and progress 

in conservation practice.

Burundi: Legal capacity building 

for Batwa people.

Rwanda: Support to Batwa 

people to develop sustainable 

livelihoods.

Central African Republic:

Supporting Bayaka people to 

assert rights in protected areas.

Liberia: Helping

forest communi-

ties assert land 

rights against 

logging 

companies.

Cameroon: Legal capacity 

building for Bagyeli, 

Bakola and Baka peoples. 

Supporting them to assert 

rights in protected areas 

and monitor logging on 

their lands.

Democratic Republic of 

Congo:  Legal support for 

Batwa and Bambuti peoples.

Uganda: Legal and community 

development support for Batwa 

people. Promoting rights-based 

conservation.

Bangladesh:  Assisting traditional resource users of the 

Sundarbans to document their customary use of biodiversity 

and promote community-based management.

Brussels: Campaigning on EU 

policies and programmes affecting 

forest peoples. Gland: Working with the World 

Conservation Union to promote 

rights-based conservation.

London:  Pressing for UK policies 

respecting forest peoples rights.

Where FPP worked in 2008

Geneva: Discussing urgent action 

requests and cases with the UN 

Committee on Elimination of 

Discrimination.



The finalised Charter of 
the World Bank’s For-
est Carbon Partnership 
Facility (FCPF)

The FCPF

Oil palm companies

Following our exposé of 
HSBC

Major players in the pulp 
and paper industry

Training resources 

New briefings and 
reports 

2008 highlights2008 highlights
The International 
Finance Corporation 
(IFC)

Indigenous communities 
in West Kalimantan

The IFC ombudsman

The LANCO energy 
project

The IFC and Asian Devel-
opment Bank 

The European Bank for 
Reconstruction and De-
velopment’s new stand-
ards

The Asian Development 
Bank agreed to fresh 
consultations

The World Bank



“It is our view that 
the IFC by continu-
ing with these invest-
ment mal-practices is 
not only contributing to 
environmental and social 
harms but is also under-
mining efforts to reform 
the palm oil sector. 
It is also weakening 
the credibility of the 
RSPO. Stern corrective 
action by IFC is now re-
quired to address these 
problems.”

Photo: Marcus Colchester



Photo: Marcus Colchester

“HSBC is seen as a 
leader in the banking 
sector. But the bank 
provides no means for 
impacted communities to 

the companies that they 

for taking over their 
lands. Our report is 
meant to promote greater 
accountability.”

Photos: Liam Taylor
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The Wapichan in Guyana 

The Wapichan’s land 
management plan

Batwa in Uganda

Batwa lobbying 

Owners of land settled 
by Batwa

Community-led research 
in the Sundarbans

Indigenous peoples 
in northern Thailand

Northern Thai indig-
enous communities 

Indigenous communities 
of the Lower-Marowijne 

Local and Baka hunter-
gatherer communities

Traditional Baka lands 

Using new GPS technol-
ogy

Bayaka hunter-gatherers

Liberian forest commu-
nities

2008 highlights 2008 highlights
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“In the forest of 
the Sundarbans the ap-
proach of exclusive 
state protection did not 
achieve either biodi-
versity conservation or 
the security of live-
lihoods. Our research 
clearly shows that it 
is community governance 
that will achieve this. 
The forest peoples know 
best how to protect for-
ests and its resources 
and their traditional 
cultural practices of 
resource harvesting are 
well tuned to conser-
vation and sustainable 
utilisation.”

Around the world FPP is supporting forest peoples, denied access to natural resources on their cus-
tomary lands by government, extractive industries and conservation agencies, to demonstrate their 
traditional sustainable use of resources and negotiate better access and greater involvement in the 
management of those resources. 

Photo: Krisadaporn Yingkum

Photo: Udom Charoenniyomphrai
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“We welcome the 
Ugandan protected area 
authorities’ dialogue 
with us about implement-
ing the commitments made 
at the CBD, but on the 
ground the situation has 
not changed. The Batwa 
are deprived of their 
access to their forests, 
most are landless and 
they have no meaningful 
role in managing these 
areas which are their 
ancestral homes.”

Photo: John Nelson
Photo: Chris Kidd
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