
In addition to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights (the African Commission or the Commission), the Work-
ing Group on Indigenous Populations/Communities, the Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa, and the African 
Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, there 
are other mechanisms and bodies responsible for promoting and 
protecting human rights in Africa. The purpose of this information 
note is to provide information on these other forums available. 
These include: the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
(the African Court); the mechanism established under the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD); and some Regional 
Economic Communities.  

The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights

to the African Charter on the Establishment of an African Court 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights (hereafter the Protocol for an 
African Court or the Protocol). The full text of the Protocol for an 
African Court is available at: http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/
court_en.html.
 

Jurisdiction
The Court complements the protective functions conferred on the 

covers “all cases and disputes submitted to it concerning the inter-
pretation and application of the Charter, this Protocol [for an African 

the States concerned” (Article 3 of the Protocol). The Court must 

7 of the Protocol).

Submission of a case to the Court 

African Commission; States parties which have lodged a complaint 
to the Commission; States parties against which a complaint has 
been lodged; States parties whose citizens are victims of human 

rights violations; and African intergovernmental organisations 

African Court if the State against which the complaint is lodged 

 which accepts the competence of the Court to 

the aforesaid declaration.

At present, given the small number of declarations in accordance 

and individuals before the Court remains limited. NGOs can cam-
-

mains outstanding) and make the declaration in accordance with 

to submit cases to the African Commission which can then refer 
them to the Court.

Unlike the Communications Procedure before the Commission, 
Court hearings are public except in the circumstances stipulated 
in the Court’s Rules of Procedure (Article 10 of the Protocol). When 
the Court rules that a right has been violated, it can order appro-

compensation to the victim (Article 27 of the Protocol).

Procedure
This section does not include a detailed overview of the procedure 
to be followed before the African Court, as the new Rules of Proce-

website at: http://www.african-court.org/.

the protection of human rights in Africa in light of the restrictions 
on the powers of the African Commission under the African Char-

-

Judgements are communicated to the parties, to member States 
of the African Union, to the African Commission, and to the Council 
of Ministers which monitors their implementation (Article 29 of the 
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Protocol). It is to be hoped that the binding nature of the African 

The New Partnership for Africa’s Development – 
Peer review mechanism
The New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) is an 
African Union programme created under the aegis of the Assem-

and to end Africa’s marginalisation in the context of globalisation. 

The African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) is one of the means 
-

countable for improving their performance in governance and 
socio-economic development. Established in 2003, the APRM is 

-
ing governments. Its mandate is to ensure that the policies and 
practices of participating States respect the values, codes and 
standards of political, economic and corporate governance. 

Since it was created, 30 States have become members of the 

Mali, Malawi, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Nigeria, Republic 

South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, and Zambia. As of 

-

Economic Governance and Management, Corporate Governance, 
and Socio-Economic Development. On the basis of the question-
naire, the government develops a self-assessment and formulates 

development. 

These documents are then submitted to the APRM Secretariat 
which reviews them and creates a report on the problems to be 

-

trades unions, business and professional bodies. 

Next, a report on the visit is prepared and discussed with the gov-
ernment. The government then amends its Programme of Action, 
taking into account the report’s conclusions and recommenda-
tions. The amended Programme of Action, together with the CRT 

Heads of State and government for consideration and formulation 
of recommendations to the government under review. 

-

incumbent upon participating States to provide what assistance 

engage in constructive dialogue with the government in question. 

a last resort.

The timeframe for executing each of these stages varies from six 

according to the circumstances. Six months after consideration of 
-

pating States, the report is made public.

Assessment of Rwanda
 

-
ganised meetings with a number of State and private actors 

 Communauté des 
 (CAURWA, Rwandan Indigenous Peoples’ 

http://www.afrimap.org/english/images/documents/
APRM_COUNTRY_REPORT_RWANDA.pdf) was published in  

 

vulnérables (CAMV).



 

It recommends that: “The government initiates an in-depth  

The government response appears in the report as follows: 

(p. 137)

Assessment of Uganda

which were able to give an account of the situation of indigenous 

english/images/documents/APRM_Uganda_report_EN.pdf).

-

deep-seated feelings of marginalisation and social exclusion often 

that the government must implement a careful and skilled social 

-

be included in the process of social re-engineering in order to 

The report also notes that women have limited rights to land and 
argues that land-related matters should be addressed immedi-

take into account the interests of all stakeholders. It should also 
protect disadvantaged persons against land seizures, including 

such as women and minorities. The report further recommends 
that the government implement education and awareness-raising 

and to control their lands.

-
digenous women can make their voices heard and share their 

of implementing recommendations issued as a result of assess-
ments; and to put pressure on their governments to adhere to the 

http://www.nepad.org/economicandcorporategovernance/
african-peer-review-mechanism/about. 

See also the 
 (APRM), NEPAD/APRM/

Panel3/guidelines/11-2003/Doc8 (October 2003) available at: 
 

Regional Economic Communities
Regional Economic Communities (RECs) are intergovernmental 
bodies created to foster links and harmonisation between their 

additional frameworks for the protection of indigenous women’s 
rights in the region. 

human rights. Some have also adopted additional laws containing 
provisions on the protection of human rights. Several have estab-

member States.

States. It is therefore possible to use them in order to promote the 
protection of indigenous women’s rights in the region.



Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS)

afrimap.org/standards.php

Its founding principles include:  
promotion of and respect and 
protection for human rights; 
promotion and consolidation of 

participation in development (Art. 4).

Website:  http://www.ecowas.int

East African Community (EAC)

the Establishment of the East African 

eac.int/), entered into force in 2000, 

good governance, including respect 

-

with promotion and protection of hu-
man and peoples’ rights according to 
the provisions of the African Charter 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights (Art. 

Cape Verde, The 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 

Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra 

Tanzania, and Uganda.

A/P1/7/91 (1991) relating to the 

The CCJ became operational in 2002 

Headquarters: 

All ECOWAS States come under its 

which enables individuals to bring 
an action against a member State 

of the Court to include examination 
of human rights violations in all the 
member States.

Individuals are not obliged to have 
exhausted all domestic remedies 
before having recourse to the CCJ.

http://www.aict-ctia.org

Creation of an East African Court of 
Justice (EACJ) (Art. 9(1)(e)) which be-
came operational in 2001 and heard 

Provisional headquarters:  Arusha in 
Tanzania

Right of residents of the EAC to refer 

Original, appellate, human rights 

-
sequent date. Member States shall 
conclude a protocol to implement 

respect, promote and protect human and peoples’ 
rights in accordance with the provisions of the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights

-

Prevention, Management, Resolution, Peace-keeping 

available at: http://www.comm.ecowas.int/sec/en/
protocoles/Protocol%20on%20good-governance-

principles of good governance, including principles of 

rights (Art. 7(2)).

including: 
-

and business (Arts. 121-122) 

 
(Arts. 127(3) and (4)).



Southern African Development 
Community (SADC)

(available at: http://www.sadc.int/
index/browse/page/120).

-
ing gender, promoting sustainable 
and equitable economic growth and 
socio-economic development to 

-

disadvantaged through regional 

Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA)

the Common Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa, available at: 
http://www.comesa.int/

commerce and economic coopera-
tion within the region (Art. 4). 

Malawi, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Namibia, 

Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe 

19 member States:

-
lawi, Mauritius, Rwanda, 

-
ziland, Uganda, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe

Creation of the SADC Tribunal (Art. 

the Tribunal and the SADC Rules of 
Procedure in 2000.

Headquarters:  Windhoek, Namibia

Right of individuals to bring an action 
before the court after exhausting 

on the Tribunal)

Jurisdiction over the interpretation 

-
struments and acts of the institutions 

on the Tribunal) 

The Tribunal shall develop its own 

regard to applicable treaties, general 
principles and rules of public inter-
national law and principles of the law 
of States (Art. 21, Protocol on the 
Tribunal).  

Creation of the COMESA Court of 
Justice (Art. 7) which became opera-
tional in 1998 

Headquarters:

Divided into two sections in 2004: 

of Appeal. 

Right of individuals to bring an action 
before the court after exhausting 

adherence to law in the interpreta-

(Art. 19).

-

-

There are other SADC instruments which reinforce 
the provisions relating to human rights and which 

 
Sport (2000)

 
Enforcement (1999)

“recognition, promotion and protection of human and 
peoples’ rights in accordance with the provisions of 
the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights” 

growth (Art. 100(i)) 

 
(Art. 143(1)(g)) 

-

 
equal participation in business and development  

COMESA has adopted a gender mainstreaming 
policy.  See:  http://www.comesa.int/publications/

The States will adopt a social charter to further de-
-

ment and working conditions, education and culture 
(Art. 143(2)).



Universal Periodic Review

Human Rights Committee

Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights

Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination

Committee on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women

Mechanism of the Human Rights Council through 
which each State undergoes a review of its human 

Oversees the implementation of the Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols.

Examines States’ periodic reports.

Examines complaints from States and individuals.

Oversees the implementation of the Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Examines States’ periodic reports.

An individual complaints procedure was included in 
a Protocol to the Covenant in 2008. However, the 

 

Monitors the application of the Convention on the 

Examines States’ periodic reports.

procedure.

individuals.

Oversees the implementation of the Convention on 

Women and its optional protocol.

Examines States’ periodic reports.

Examines complaints from States and individuals.

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/index.htm

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cescr/index.htm

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/index.htm

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/index.htm

Various mechanisms are available under the African human 

indigenous women and thus to contribute to the development 

mechanisms are available at the international level, under the 
information is available on the respective mechanisms’ websites. 



Committee Against Torture

Committee on the Rights 
of the Child

Expert Mechanism on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples

United Nations Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues 
(UNPFII)

United Nations Special Rappor-
teur on the Rights on Indigenous 
Peoples

International Labour  
Organisation

Oversees the implementation of the Convention 
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrad-
ing Treatment or Punishment.

Examines States’ periodic reports.

Examines complaints from States and individuals.

Undertakes enquiries.

Oversees the implementation of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and its optional protocols.

Examines States’ periodic reports.

Replaced the Working Group on Indigenous Popula-
tions in 2007.

Undertakes studies and research for the Human 
Rights Council on questions relating to indigenous 
peoples.

(ECOSOC).

Its mandate is to contribute to an understanding of the 
situation of indigenous peoples, to integrate and coor-
dinate activities relating to indigenous matters, and to 
disseminate information on indigenous matters.

Special Procedure of the Human Rights Council. 

issues urgent appeals and allegation letters. 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/index.htm

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/index.htm

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indigenous/ 
ExpertMechanism/index.htm

Page on indigenous women: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/indigenous/rapporteur/

http://www.ilo.org/indigenous/lang--en/index.htm




