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Dear Jeremy, 
 
Forest Peoples Programme has been most concerned to read reports about the recent outbreak 
of violence in the PT Asiatik Persada concession area in Jambi Province, Sumatera, 
Indonesia. It is our understanding that PT Asiatik Persada is a wholly owned subsidiary of the 
Wilmar Group. 
 
As you are aware, there has been a long running land dispute in this area but we were quite 
shocked to read the recent press and NGO reports which allege a serious outbreak of violence 
in the Dusun Sungai Beruang area.  
 
According to the available information which we emphasise is preliminary: 
 

 There has been a long-standing dispute with local communities, including some 
indigenous people (‘suku anak dalam’) over the lands taken over by PT Asiatik Persada 
in the area; 

 On 8
th

 August a truck was impounded in the compound of PT Asiatik Persada by 
company security staff who alleged that the drivers were carrying illegally harvested 
fruits; 

 The owner of the truck with family members then sought to get his truck back and got 
into a fight with local two mobile police brigade (BRMOB) soldiers guarding the 
facility. In the process the policemen were allegedly injured and their weapons taken; 

 The following day 15 BRIMOB soldiers sought to arrest the truck owner and in the 
process of negotiating the return of the weapons to BRIMOB and the truck to the 
owner, the truck owner’s sons were threatened, the truck owner sought to protect them 
and incident became more violent. As more BRIMOB and policemen arrived, the 
unrest escalated and the truck owner’s house was set on fire. The truck owner was 
arrested, and, allegedly, one person was shot in the back. 

 On the 10
th

 August company personnel and BRIMOB soldiers forcibly harvested fruits 
near the village and then came to intimidate the local people during which they fired a 
gun into the air. While the villagers fled to avoid the further shooting that ensued, 
company bulldozers came into the village and crushed several houses along with their 
contents (video footage shows very extensive damage of several houses).  Over 100 
men, women and children were displaced. Other reports suggest that overall as many as 
70 houses were destroyed in 2 hamlets. 

 We also understand that some 18 people have now been arrested as a result of the 
various incidents. 



  

 Between 10
th

 and 13
th

 August local people as well as NGOs were prevented gaining 
access to the village, as the village site was blockaded by BRIMOB forces, and this has 
also impeded them from investigating what had occurred. 

 
There are also as yet unsubstantiated reports that two of those hurt in the dispute have 
subsequently died, a matter which requires urgent investigation.  
 
In view of these reports, which I am sure you will agree are most worrying even if 
preliminary, we strongly urge: 
 

 All local staff are instructed to freeze operations in the area until the conflict is 
resolved; 

 Wilmar instructs its operatives to cease making payments to local security forces and 
asks them to desist from threatening the local villagers; 

 Local villagers are permitted to return to their houses to recover their possessions and 
re-occupy their homes; 

 Wilmar collaborates with local human rights and land agency personnel to allow a 
detailed and independent investigation of both the events and the underlying causes of 
the dispute; 

 In line with RSPO Principles 2 and 6 a mutually agreed process is set in motion to 
resolve the situation amicably and address the underlying land dispute.  

 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Dr. Marcus Colchester 
Director 
 
 
 
 


